
1 

 
  
  

Alexander Dawson School 
  
  
  

Lower School 
  

Curriculum Guide 
  
  
  

 
  
  

 

 



2 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

Kindergarten​ 3 
First Grade​ 15 
Second Grade​ 20 
Third Grade​ 38 
Fourth Grade​ 51 
Fifth Grade​ 71 
Lower School Art Curriculum Information​ 87 
Lower School Music Curriculum Information​ 99 
Lower School Information Literacy Curriculum Information​ 109 
Lower School Physical Education Curriculum Information​ 119 
Lower School Innovation and Technology Curriculum Information​ 130 
Lower School Spanish Curriculum Information​ 141 

 
 



3 

KINDERGARTEN 
I.  Reading  
The kindergarten reading curriculum is primarily through a science of reading based program 
called “Being a Reader” that is published through Collaborative Classroom curriculums. We also  
integrate The Orton-Gillingham approach which is a structured, multisensory method of teaching 
literacy that helps students develop phonemic awareness. Kindergarten reading instruction is 
done with the whole group, small differentiated groups, and individuals.  The emphasis is on 
establishing a love of literature, reading readiness, developing solid phonics skills, and using a 
multi-modal approach to reading.  The ultimate goal is for children to begin to see themselves as 
readers, and to begin to develop a love for reading. 
  
II.  Course Outline 

1.​ Pre-reading and reading instruction using a combination of OG and Heggerty to develop 
phonemic awareness geared to the developmental readiness of each child 

2.​ Whole group reading activities include poetry, fiction, non-fiction, multicultural 
literature, chapter books, picture books 

3.​ Shared and guided reading groups 
4.​ Individual reading activities include pre-reading and reading skill building, leveled 

books, phonics readers, silent reading 
5.​ Students develop personal responsibility and stamina through use of a personal journal, 

independent work and silent reading time 
  
III.  Materials and Resources 
Phonics and pre-reading materials 

1.​ Sandpaper letters 
2.​ Sound tubs (letter sound/object match) 
3.​ Sound/letter games 
4.​ Word-building materials 
5.​ Word family materials 
6.​ Vowel/consonant games 
7.​ Sight word games 
8.​ Word/picture matching 
9.​ Letter and word building with play dough 
10.​Tracing and writing with dry erase markers 
11.​Explode The Code workbooks 

 
Children’s Reading Materials 

1.​ Collaborative Classroom library for whole group lessons and silent reading 
2.​ Being a Reader leveled readers that support reading groups 
3.​ Scholastic Sight Word Readers 
4.​ Orton Gillingham decodable readers 
5.​ Class created books 

 
Beginning chapter books 

1.​ Usborne Young Readers 
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2.​ Step into Reading series 
 
  
Books for Read-aloud 

1.​ Large classroom library of children’s picture books 
2.​ Lower School library books 
3.​ Chapter books - Novels read in the past have included: Fantastic Mr. Fox, by Roald Dahl, 

The Magic Treehouse series, by Mary Pope Osborne, My Father’s Dragon, by Ruth Stiles 
Gannet, Ramona the Pest, by Beverly Cleary, Mercy Watson series, by Kate DiCamillo, 
Zoey and Sassafras series, by Asia Citro, Frog and Toad, by Arnold Lobel 
 

Poetry 
1.​ Collaborative Classroom poetry readers 
2.​ There’s a Light in the Attic, by Shel Silverstein 
3.​ Poems to Grow On, by Mabel Chandler Duch 

 
Professional Resources 

1.​ Reading for Life by Lyn Stone 
2.​ Reading in the Brain by Stanislas Dehaene 

 
  
IV.  Measurable Objectives                      ​  
Concepts of Print 

1.​ Identifies basic punctuation marks 
2.​ Knows to read left to right, starting at the top of the page 
3.​ Turns pages right to left 
4.​ Recognizes most lowercase/capital letters 

  
Phonemic Awareness/Phonics        ​  

1.​ Knows all the consonant sounds 
2.​ Knows short vowel sounds and some long vowel sounds​  
3.​ Blends most CVC words   
4.​ Hears most syllables 
5.​ Identifies most initial and final consonant sounds  
6.​ Knows the sounds the digraphs “th”, “sh” and “ch” make 

  
Letter Recognition 

1.​ Identifies most letters  
  
Vocabulary Development 

1.​ Recognizes most high-frequency words found in Being a Reader sets 1 and 2  
2.​ Recognizes 20-30 vocabulary words taught through Being a Reader 

  
Word Families/Patterns 

1.​ Breaks words into syllables​  
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2.​ Compares word families     ​  
3.​ Recognizes the relationship between word families and rhyming words 
4.​ Uses onset and rhyme to create new word 
5.​ Recognizes several basic word families 

  
Reading Strategies 

1.​ OG 3 part drill 
2.​ CVC word finger tapping 
3.​ High Frequency word arm tapping 
4.​ Covering suffixes to find base word 
5.​ Recognizes punctuation to guide fluency 

  
Comprehension 

1.​ Can identify characters in a story ​  
2.​ Connects and confirms ideas            ​             ​  
3.​ Reads for meaning              ​  
4.​ Recognizes story sequence ​  
5.​ Comprehends problems and the solution​  
6.​ Predicts outcomes   ​  
7.​ Retells most of story unaided 
8.​ Responds to literature                                  ​  

 
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Dibels (Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills) progress monitoring, quarterly 
2.​ Weekly OG word sentence dictation to assess understanding of the most recent letter 

sounds, high frequency words and CVC blending 
3.​ High frequency word reading assessment, quarterly. 
4.​ Reading with individual students or small groups, weekly, to determine fluency and 

decoding skills. 
5.​ Being a Reader IDR assessments every 8 weeks.  
6.​ Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) testing during the last month of kindergarten 

 
I.  Spelling 
The kindergarten spelling curriculum is based on each child's developmental readiness and is 
integrated with reading and writing activities.  The spelling curriculum progresses from 
pre-spelling activities such as letter/sound correspondence and inventive spelling to more formal 
spelling instruction.  The goal is for each child to begin to recognize and be able to spell word 
families and some sight words. 
  
II.  Course Outline 

1.​ Inventive spelling 
2.​ Word families 
3.​ CVC blending 
4.​ Being a Reader high-frequency words 
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III.  Materials and Resources 

1.​ Collaborative Classroom high frequency word list Set 1 through 3 
2.​ Moveable alphabets 
3.​ Sight word Bingo 
4.​ Phonics games, activities and materials 
5.​ Word Walls 

 
  
IV.  Measurable Objectives          ​  

1.​ Identifies most letters        ​  
2.​ Knows most vowel sounds ​  
3.​ Blends some sounds           ​  
4.​ Hears some syllables             ​ 
5.​ Recognizes some visual characteristics of words  ​  
6.​ Uses some vowel sounds in words             ​            ​ 
7.​ Spells some high-frequency words correctly          ​  
8.​ Uses advanced phonetic or inventive spelling   
9.​ Displays phonemic awareness/phonics       ​  
10.​Identifies most initial and final consonant sounds ​  
11.​Corrects some of own spelling        ​  
12.​Hears and writes most consonant sounds   ​  
13.​Uses mostly phonetic spelling        ​  

  
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Collecting student work for inclusion in their portfolios 
2.​ OG weekly word and sentence dictation 

 
  
 
 
I.  Writing 
The kindergarten writing curriculum includes a variety of lessons and activities based on a 
developmental continuum.  Some methods from Being a Writer are utilized for creative writing 
and TIDE is used for technical/fact based writing. Beginning writing activities are usually based 
on drawing and inventive spelling.  Students are encouraged to use proper sentence structure as 
they begin to write more independently.  As student writing development progresses, some 
conventional spelling may begin to appear in their work.  The ultimate goal is that students begin 
to see themselves as writers. 

II.  Course Outline 
1.​ Pre-writing and writing instruction based on a developmental continuum 
2.​ Writing prompts or story starters 
3.​ Beginning handwriting instruction including handwriting workbooks 
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4.​ Class books, stories, opinion writing, personal narratives, cross-curricular writing, 
journals  

5.​  Grammar includes basic punctuation, capitalization, plurals, and adjectives 
6.​ Introduction to story structure 

  
III.  Materials and Resources 

1.​ Being a Reader writing response workbooks 
2.​ Personal journals 
3.​ Handwriting: Collaborative classroom handwriting workbooks 
4.​ Writing Without Tears workbooks 

  
Professional Resources for Writing 

1.​ Writing Workshop, by Ralph Fletcher & JoAnn Portalupi 
2.​ Handwriting without Tears Building Writers Level A 

  
Writing Center materials include: 

1.​ Primary journals 
2.​ Colored pencils, markers, crayons 
3.​  Drawing and story paper  
4.​ Materials for cards 
5.​ Dry erase binders 
6.​  

IV.  Measurable Objectives          ​  
CONCEPTS OF PRINT  

1.​ Uses capital/lowercase letters         ​  
2.​ Shows some consistency in letter formations 
3.​ Leaves spaces between words        ​  
4.​ Uses some punctuation and capitalization 
5.​ Has directionality of left/right, top/bottom             ​  

  
ENCODING  

1.​ Understands letter/sound correspondence   
2.​ Uses some beginning and final sounds   
3.​ Is starting to use vowels as placeholders    ​  
4.​ Reads back writing                         ​  
5.​ Writes some familiar words   
6.​ Uses some correct grammar​  
7.​ Uses some high frequency words ​ ​  
8.​ Writes words in logical order for a sentence and then a story  ​  
9.​ Completes a writing prompt correctly 

  
SPELLING  

1.​ Corrects some of own spelling                   ​  
2.​ Recognizes some visual characteristics of words  ​  
3.​ Uses some vowel sounds in words ​  
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4.​ Spells the way words look              ​  
5.​ Spells some high-frequency words correctly          ​  
6.​ Uses advanced phonetic or developmental spelling   
7.​ Hears and writes most consonant sounds   ​  
8.​ Uses mostly phonetic spelling        ​  

  
WRITING AS A WRITER  

1.​ Corrects for some mechanics  
2.​ Is beginning to revise own writing ​  
3.​ Organizes own writing                    ​  
4.​ Writes without assistance   ​  
5.​ Writes for own purposes    ​  
6.​ Shows interest in others’ writing    ​  
7.​ Writes about feelings or experiences  

  
HANDWRITING  

1.​ Correct formation of letters ​  
2.​ Pencil grip   ​  
3.​ Beginning to appropriately use upper- vs. lowercase letters 

  
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Observation of students' writing progress during formal writing assignments 
2.​ Collection of student work for inclusion in their portfolios 
3.​ Sentence and letter formation in the weekly OG Sentence/Word Dictation 
4.​ Formal handwriting assessments 

 
 
 
I.  Mathematics 
The kindergarten mathematics curriculum utilizes Math in Focus (derived from Singapore Math) 
instruction and materials. The children are exposed to a wide variety of mathematical concepts 
that build a foundation of sense of number, as well as spark curiosity about math. They are given 
ample opportunity to practice and integrate these concepts using concrete math materials and 
games. Children are encouraged to work individually and together to practice and master 
concepts as outlined in the Math in Focus curriculum. 
 
II.  Course Outline 

1.​ Stepping Stones is a program spiraling to a higher level of difficulty as it constantly 
reviews developmentally appropriate math concepts.  A concept is not specifically taught 
and then tested.  Each new concept introduced is consistently reviewed throughout the 
year.   

2.​ Age appropriate materials are used in conjunction with Stepping Stones materials.  
Together, they provide appropriate math experiences for the kindergarten students. 

3.​ The primary units of study for kindergarten math include: 
a.​ Counting and Numeration: 1 to 100, greater/less than, skip counting, concept of 0 
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b.​ Patterns, Function and Sequences: attribute blocks, creating and extending 
patterns 

c.​ Measures and Measurement: measurement tools, estimation, height/weight, 
calendar, timelines 

d.​ Geometry: description and naming of shapes, pattern blocks, 2-D and 3-D shapes, 
symmetry, geometric shapes in the environment 

e.​ Operations: addition, subtraction, number families, equivalent sets, story 
problems 

f.​ Exploring Data and Chance: estimating, graphs, introduction to probability  
 
III.  Materials and Resources 
Children’s Resources 

1.​ Stepping Stones materials, games & manipulatives including math story books, number 
tracks, ten frames, number cards 0-20 and number cards with number names 

2.​ Select classroom math materials 
3.​ Stepping Stones math journals and review workbooks for hands-on skills practice and 

number sense 
4.​ Children’s math story books 

a.​ How to Weigh an Elephant, by Bob Barner 
b.​ Can you Count Ten Toes?,  by Lezlie Evans 
c.​ Give Me Half, by Stuart J. Murphy 
d.​ Pigs Will Be Pigs, by Amy Axelrod 
e.​ How  Tall, How Short, How Far Away, by David Adler 
f.​ How Much is a Million, by David M. Schwartz 
g.​ How Big is a Foot?, by Rolf Myller​  

  
Professional Math Resources 

1.​ Everyday Math Teachers’ Guide 
2.​ Math in Focus Teachers’ Guide 
3.​ Growing Mathematical Ideas in Kindergarten, by Linda Schulman Dacey and Rebeka 

Easton 
  
IV.  Measurable Objectives  
Counting and Numeration 

1.​ Count by 1s to 100 + 
2.​ Count by 2s to 10 
3.​ Count by 5s to 20 
4.​ Count by 10s to 100 
5.​ Count back by 1s from 20 or higher with number grids and number lines 
6.​ Count 20 or more objects 
7.​ Estimate the number of objects in a collection 
8.​ Model numbers with manipulatives 
9.​ Use manipulatives to exchange 1s for 10s and 10s for 100 
10.​Recognize that digits can be used and combined to read and write numbers 
11.​Read numbers up to 100 
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12.​Use manipulatives, drawings, and numerical expressions involving addition and 
subtraction of 1-digit numbers to give equivalent names for whole numbers up to 20 

13.​Compare and order whole numbers up to 20 
14.​Writes numbers correctly to 100 

  
Pattern, Functions, and Sequences 

1.​ Extend, describe and create visual, rhythmic and movement patterns       ​  
2.​ Use rules to sort and to make patterns 
3.​ Use rules to play “What’s My Rule?” Fishing and other activities 
4.​ Read and write expressions and number sentences using the symbols +, -, and = 

  
Measures and Measurement 

1.​ Use nonstandard tools and techniques to estimate and compare weight and length 
2.​ Identify standard measuring tools 
3.​ Describe temperature using appropriate vocabulary terms, such as hot, warm, and cold; 

identify a thermometer as a tool for measuring temperature 
4.​ Describe and use measures of time periods relative to a day and week; identify tools that 

measure time ​  
5.​ Know days of the week and months of the year 

  
Geometry 

1.​ Identify and describe plane figures including circles, triangles, squares, and rectangles 
2.​ Identify and describe solid figures, including spheres, cones, cylinders  and cubes 
3.​ Identify shapes having line symmetry 

  
Operations and Computation 

1.​ Use manipulatives, number lines, and mental arithmetic to solve problems involving the 
addition and subtraction of 1-digit whole numbers 

2.​ Identify and join and take-away situations 
3.​ Participate in and understand oral number stories 

  
Exploring Data and Chance 

1.​ Collect and organize data to create class-constructed tally charts, tables, and bar graphs 
2.​ Use graphs to answer simple questions 
3.​ Describe events using certain, possible, impossible, and other basic probability 

  
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Observation and informal assessments of students while practicing with the math 
materials 

2.​ Informal assessment through group discussions and question-and-answer sessions with 
students 

3.​ Formal assessment at the end of every Stepping Stones math module. Both an interview 
assessment and a print assessment are administered. 

4.​ Students’ self-evaluations 
5.​ Collection of student work for inclusion in their portfolios 
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6.​ Measures of Academic Progress or MAP 
a.​ This is a computer-generated test. 
b.​ Given in the spring of the kindergarten school year.  
c.​ An adaptive tool:  As students take the test, questions are adjusted to the students 

levels of correct or incorrect answers. 
 
I.  Science 
The kindergarten science curriculum includes activities in the areas of Science, Engineering and 
Technology, Life Science, Earth Science, and Physical Science. The topics introduced in the 
Science, Engineering and Technology component are the nature of science and solving problems. 
Life Science includes living and non-living things, and plants and animals. Earth Science covers 
an introduction to the earth and the sky, and Physical Science includes objects, matter, and 
mixtures and the five senses. Students will read, conduct experiments, and record observations 
and conclusions in their individual science journals for each of the areas listed above. Each 
science lesson will contain some or all of the following 5 E’s: Engage, Explore, Explain, 
Elaborate and Evaluate. 
  
II.  Course Outline​  

1.​ Planning and carrying out investigations 
2.​ Analyzing and interpreting data 
3.​ Constructing explanations and designing solutions 
4.​ Asking questions and defining problems 
5.​ Developing and using models 
6.​ Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information 

  
III. Materials and Resources: 

1.​ Interactive science journals 
2.​ Materials for experiments/activities 
3.​ Tools for measurement 
4.​ Age appropriate science books 

 
IV.  Measurable Objectives 

1.​ Planning and carrying out investigations 
a.​ Students will plan and carry out investigations 
b.​ Students will test ideas and solutions. 
c.​ Students will conduct investigations that produce data. 

2.​ Analyzing and interpreting data 
a.​ Students will collect observations. 
b.​ Students will record observations. 
c.​ Students will share observations. 
d.​ Students will analyze data to answer questions and describe patterns. 

3.​ Constructing explanations and designing solutions 
a.​ Students will use ideas to construct explanations. 
b.​ Students will design solutions based on prior knowledge. 

4.​ Asking questions and defining problems 
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a.​ Students will ask questions that can be tested. 
b.​ Students will define problems based on observations.  

5.​ Developing and using models 
a.​ Students will use drawings, diagrams, and replicas to represent concrete events. 
b.​ Students will create dioramas, dramatizations, and storyboards to represent 

relationships in the world.  
6.​ Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information 

a.​ Students will read developmentally appropriate texts to obtain information. 
b.​ Students will use media to obtain and evaluate scientific information. 
c.​ Students will communicate observations, solutions, and findings to others in oral, 

drawing, and written form. 
7.​ Content topics may include 

a.​ Science/Scientist/Tools/Scientific Process 
b.​ Life Science:  Living Vs. Nonliving, Life cycle of plants, Life cycle of a Butterfly, 

Animal Groups 
c.​ Earth Science:  Weather and Seasons 
d.​ Physical Science: The 5 Senses, Force and Motion 

        ​  
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Student entries in their interactive science journals 
2.​ Informal observation of students completing experiments 
3.​ Class discussions 

 
 

KINDERGARTEN 
I.  Social Studies 
The kindergarten social studies curriculum is based on the study of  communities students are a 
part of and the study of 3 continents and their cultures.  Each year, the students are exposed to 
the cultures of other continents through stories, songs, food, clothing, art, and celebrations.  
Emphasis is on learning about similarities and differences between communities and  culture. 
Students will both grow an appreciation for American and personal family traditions and the 
traditions of other cultures. Families will join us to share traditions and outside resources such as 
visitors who have lived in or traveled to other countries will be utilized.  Study also includes 
physical geography, map and globe skills, and history as it relates to a variety of cultural units.  
  
II.  Course Outline 
The primary units of study for kindergarten social studies include: 

1.​ World geography 
a.​ Maps and globes 
b.​ Rivers, lakes, mountains, islands, forests, canyon and plains 
c.​ Atlantic, Pacific Oceans 
d.​ North and South Poles 
e.​ Cardinal directions 
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f.​ Seven continents 
2.​ People, Past and Present 

a.​ People of the World:  Food, stories, traditions, holidays, indigenous animals, 
homes, schools (Asia, Africa and Australia) 

3.​ Local geography, civics 
a.​ Types of Communities 
b.​ Homes, neighborhoods, cities  
c.​ North America, United States, Colorado, Lafayette 

4.​ Economics 
a.​ Classroom Jobs 
b.​ Community Helpers 
c.​ Wants & Needs in a Community 

  
III.  Materials and Resources 

1.​ Variety of maps 
2.​ Fiction and non-fiction books about world cultures 
3.​ Flags 
4.​ National Geographic Kids videos 
5.​ Artifacts from other countries: clothing, newsprint, crafts, toys, money 

 
  
IV.  Measurable Objectives 

1.​ Geography 
a.​ Students will demonstrate familiarity with a variety of maps and globes, what 

they represent and how to use them. 
b.​ Students identify rivers, lakes and mountains on a map 
c.​ Students will be able to locate the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans 
d.​ Students will be able to locate the north and south poles on a map or globe 

2.​ Overview of the Seven Continents 
a.​ Students will develop geographic vocabulary and be able to name the seven 

continents 
b.​ Students will reproduce maps in a variety of ways, by tracing, coloring or creating 

relief maps 
c.​ Students will be able to associate continents with various wildlife and landmarks 
d.​ Students will be able to locate the seven continents on a map or globe 

3.​ American history/geography 
a.​ Students will be able to name and locate the town, city, community and state 

where they live 
b.​ Students will be able to locate North America, the continental United States, 

Alaska and Hawaii 
4.​ Peoples, Past and Present 

a.​ Students will study at least one group of people from another country and become 
familiar with how they lived in the past, what they wore and ate, homes they lived 
in, beliefs and stories, and the current/modern status of people and country 
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V.  Assessments 
1.​ Completion of different types of maps 
2.​ Informal observation during class discussions to determine understanding 
3.​ Completion of projects related to units of study 

 

●​ Social Studies Curriculum Information  
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First Grade 
●​ First Grade Overview 

First Grade is an important year in a child's education, crucial for building the skills they'll need 
for future academic success. Students grow from emergent readers to fluent readers and writers.  
They master basic math concepts, which are the building blocks for more complex learning in 
subsequent grades.  At every opportunity, we use hands-on practice, cross-curricular learning, 
and off-campus experiences to show the children that learning is not merely pencil and paper – it 
stretches beyond their desks and even beyond our classroom!  We strive to create lifelong 
learners who are excited and curious to explore the world around them.  Finally, in First Grade 
we practice the values that create responsible and successful individuals:  being kind, using 
manners, celebrating mistakes and having a growth mindset, being confident, advocating for 
oneself, being responsible for our choices, negotiating peer conflicts with compassion, following 
classroom routines and expectations, and working independently.  These concepts are taught with 
care and patience, recognizing that many children are just beginning to learn and practice these 
skills. 
 

●​ Language Arts Curriculum Information 
Our approach to Language Arts in First Grade consists of several strategies, all of which follow 
the Science of Reading.  It is a balanced approach that incorporates whole group, small group, 
and individualized instruction daily.  Instruction is guided by Collaborative Classroom’s Being a 
Reader program, and it is supported by Orton-Gillingham phonics, and Heggerty Phonemic 
Awareness. 
 

Reading 
Literacy in First Grade is tri-fold.  Orton-Gillingham lessons ensure the students learn the 
phonics skills required to decode texts.  Heggerty lessons help the kids master Phonemic 
Awareness (isolating initial / medial / final sounds, blending these sounds, onset-rime, 
syllabication, and rhyming).  Both of these are daily whole-class lessons, followed by 1:1 
concrete practice of the learned concept. 
 
Collaborative Classroom’s Being a Reader program consists of both whole-class and 
small-group lessons daily.  It is a comprehensive, research-based reading curriculum 
designed to develop reading proficiency in young students.  The year is divided into eight 
units, gradually building skills in a structured progression.  The goals of the program are 
to develop proficient and motivated readers, to promote language development and 
comprehension strategies, and to build a classroom culture that values collaboration, 
respect, and student voice.  Key components of the program include: 

●​ Phonics and Word Study 
○​ Explicit instruction in phonological awareness, phonics, spelling patterns, 

and high-frequency words 
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○​ Multi-sensory strategies to reinforce decoding and encoding 
○​ Differentiated small-group instruction for targeted skill development​

 
●​ Reading Comprehension 

○​ Whole-class reading lessons using rich, age-appropriate texts 
○​ Focus on vocabulary, predicting, inferring, and making connections to the 

text 
○​ Collaborative discussions to build oral language and thinking skills​

 
●​ Independent Reading 

○​ Daily opportunities for students to read "just-right" books 
○​ Focus on reading stamina, fluency, and applying strategies learned in class 
○​ Teachers confer with students to provide personalized feedback 

Writing 
First Grade students learn the components of a sentence, and they practice writing 
complete sentences with proper use of capitalization and punctuation.  As they learn 
spelling rules throughout the year, phonetic spelling morphs into more accurate spelling.  
Students increase their writing stamina, eventually writing simple stories with 
paragraphs.  The skills gained in First Grade writing include: 

●​ Drafting, revising, editing, and sharing written work. 
●​ Writing narratives by recounting two or more appropriately sequenced events, 

including some details regarding what happened, using temporal words to signal 
event order, and providing some sense of closure. 

●​ Writing opinion pieces, in which a topic is introduced, an opinion is stated, a 
reason for the opinion is supplied, and some sense of closure is provided. 

●​ Writing informative texts, in which a topic is named, some facts about the topic 
are supplied, and some sense of closure is provided. 

Some of our writing stems from Collaborative Classroom’s Being a Reader program.  
Student Response writing prompts encourage students to express their thoughts and 
understanding of the books that are read aloud in class. 
 

●​ Mathematics Curriculum Information 
ORIGO Stepping Stones is a comprehensive, research-based mathematics curriculum designed 
to build strong foundational skills and mathematical thinking in young learners.  It uses a 
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carefully sequenced approach to mathematics instruction that emphasizes:​
 

●​ Conceptual Understanding: Students learn the "why" behind mathematical concepts, 
not just the "how" 

●​ Visual Learning: Concrete manipulatives and pictorial representations help students 
visualize mathematical ideas 

●​ Problem-Solving: Students develop strategies to solve real-world problems and think 
mathematically 

●​ Differentiation: Instruction is tailored to meet the needs of all learners 
●​ Fluency Development: Regular practice builds automaticity with basic facts and 

procedures 
 
 
Each lesson follows a structured sequence: 

1.​ Concrete Stage: Students manipulate physical objects (blocks, counters, base-ten 
materials) to explore mathematical concepts 

2.​ Pictorial Stage: Students draw or use pictures to represent the concept, bridging concrete 
and abstract thinking 

3.​ Abstract Stage: Students work with numbers and symbols, applying their understanding 
to solve problems and equations 

 
 
Key learning areas in First Grade Mathematics are: 

Numbers and Operations 
●​ Counting and Cardinality: Students develop a deep understanding of numbers 0–20, 

including counting sequences, one-to-one correspondence, and the meaning of quantity. 
●​ Addition and Subtraction: Students explore addition and subtraction within 10, using 

concrete objects, drawings, and equations. They learn multiple strategies for solving 
problems, such as counting on, using number bonds, and making ten. 

●​ Place Value: Students begin to understand tens and ones, recognizing that 10 ones make 1 
ten. This foundation prepares them for multi-digit computation in later grades. 

Measurement and Data 
●​ Length: Students measure and compare lengths using non-standard units (like blocks or 

paper clips) and standard units (like inches and centimeters). 
●​ Time: Students learn to tell time to the hour and half-hour using analog clocks and 

understand the sequence of events throughout the day. 
●​ Data: Students collect, organize, and interpret data using simple graphs and charts, 

answering questions about their findings. 
 
Geometry 
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●​ Shapes: Students identify, describe, and compare 2D shapes (circles, triangles, squares, 
rectangles) and 3D shapes (cubes, spheres, cylinders). They explore attributes like sides, 
corners, and symmetry. 

●​ Spatial Reasoning: Students develop an understanding of position and direction using 
words like above, below, beside, and between. 

Fractions 
●​ Students are introduced to halves and fourths through hands-on activities, learning to 

partition shapes and objects into equal parts. 
 
 

●​ Science Curriculum Information 

The First Grade science units include Life Science, Environmental Science, Earth Science, and 
some Physics.  Lessons emphasize hands-on learning, critical thinking, and the development of 
scientific inquiry skills.  The units are as follows: 

 
●​ Life Science:  Germs.  Health and nutrition.  Personal hygiene habits. 

 
●​ Life Science: Adaptations and survival of organisms. How do humans mimic these 

adaptations to help us survive, grow, and meet our needs?  How are young plants and 
animals like / unlike their parents? 

 
●​ Environmental Science: CO habitats (backyard, forest, stream, prairie). How to care for 

these habitats.  Environmental awareness. 
 

●​ Environmental Science: Habitat and ecosystems of rainforests. (This ties in with our 
Social Studies unit on South America.) 

 
●​ Physics: Light & Sound Waves: Vibrating materials make sound.  Sound makes materials 

vibrate.  We can use light and sound to communicate over distances.  Exploring light, 
opacity, and translucence.  

 
●​ Earth Science: Sun, Moon, and Stars 101. What cycles and patterns do we notice?  

Using patterns to help us predict.   

 

●​ Social Studies Curriculum Information 

The First Grade social studies units include history, geography, and economics.  Lessons 
emphasize hands-on learning, critical thinking, and connection and application to real-world 
situations.  The units are as follows: 
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●​ History: Time.  Arranging life events in chronological order.  How do we organize time?  

What is our Personal Timeline thus far?​
 

●​ History: Civics.  What are the characteristics of a responsible leader and a responsible 
team member?  How can we be both?  What are the qualities of an effective team?  How 
to make decisions as a group.​
 

●​ Geography: Tools. Maps, globes, direction and distance, physical addresses, creating 
maps with both human and natural features.​
 

●​ History: Civics and Culture.  United States symbols, places of significance, civic leaders, 
and holidays.  North American tribes.​
 

●​ History: Civics and Culture.  Canadian and Mexican symbols, places of significance, 
civic leaders, and holidays.​
 

●​ History: Civics and Culture.  Central and South American symbols, places of 
significance, civic leaders, and holidays.​
 

●​ Economics: Careers.  Different types of jobs. Earning an income. Goods and services 
that businesses produce in our local community. Jobs of family members. ​
 

●​ Economics: Personal Finance.  Needs versus wants.  How to earn, spend, share, and save 
money.  Types of currency (cash, coins, debit card, credit card) and how they are used.  
Types of transactions (purchase, return, exchange). 
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Second Grade 
●​ Second Grade Overview 

 
Second grade is a year of critical academic and developmental growth. Students begin to solidify 
foundational skills across core subject areas while developing independence, curiosity, and 
responsibility for their learning. Emphasis is placed on inquiry-based learning, collaboration, and 
applying skills across disciplines. Through hands-on activities, project-based learning, and 
research opportunities, students explore the world around them and build essential skills to 
become lifelong learners. 

●​ Language Arts Curriculum Information 

I. Overview 

In second grade, the language arts program is a balanced approach incorporating whole group, 
small group, and individualized instruction. Through rich reading, writing, speaking, listening, 
and phonics instruction, students develop fluency, comprehension, and foundational skills 
needed for literacy success. Instruction is guided by the Collaborative Classroom’s Being a 
Reader program, supported by Orton-Gillingham phonics routines, Handwriting Without Tears, 
and targeted skill practice using IXL Language Arts. 

II. Course Outline 

Reading 

Approach: Collaborative Classroom’s Being a Reader with a mix of whole group lessons, small 
group instruction, fluency practice, and comprehension work.​
 Students will: 

●​ Apply decoding and word recognition strategies to read accurately and fluently​
 

●​ Read a variety of fiction and nonfiction texts​
 

●​ Ask and answer literal and inferential questions to show understanding​
 

●​ Retell stories using key details and identify central messages or lessons​
 

●​ Describe characters, settings, and plot using story structure​
 

●​ Use text features such as headings, captions, and bold print to locate information​
 

●​ Compare and contrast texts on similar topics or themes​
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●​ Build reading stamina through self-selected reading​
 

●​ Engage in accountable discussions about books with partners and groups​
 

Phonics and Word Study 

Approach: Explicit, multisensory instruction using Orton-Gillingham, reinforced through Being 
a Reader and IXL.​
 Students will: 

●​ Decode single and multisyllabic words​
 

●​ Recognize vowel teams and diphthongs (e.g., ai, ee, oa, ou, oi)​
 

●​ Understand syllable types (closed, open, silent-e, r-controlled, vowel teams)​
 

●​ Read and spell words with common prefixes and suffixes (e.g., un-, re-, -ful, -less)​
 

●​ Apply spelling rules (e.g., doubling rule, y to i rule, ck/k endings)​
 

●​ Decode high-frequency sight words and irregularly spelled words​
 

●​ Distinguish and understand homophones in context​
 

Writing 

Approach: Writing instruction is embedded in Being a Reader and supported with mini-lessons, 
modeled writing, and daily writing practice.​
 Students will: 

●​ Write narratives with a clear sequence and descriptive details​
 

●​ Write opinion pieces with reasons and a concluding statement​
 

●​ Write informative/explanatory texts that introduce topics and include facts​
 

●​ Plan, revise, and edit writing using graphic organizers and feedback​
 

●​ Use correct capitalization, punctuation, and grammar​
 

●​ Develop writing style with sentence fluency, word choice, and voice​
 



22 

●​ Write for a variety of purposes and audiences​
 

Handwriting 

Program: Handwriting Without Tears – Cursive Kickoff​
 Students will: 

●​ Correctly form all lowercase and uppercase cursive letters​
 

●​ Maintain proper pencil grip and posture​
 

●​ Write fluently and legibly in cursive​
 

●​ Connect cursive letters in short words and phrases​
 

●​ Use consistent spacing between letters and words​
 

Vocabulary and Grammar 

Approach: Embedded in Being a Reader, supplemented through IXL Language Arts and writing 
instruction.​
 Students will: 

●​ Use context clues to determine word meaning​
 

●​ Identify and use synonyms, antonyms, and homophones​
 

●​ Understand shades of meaning among related words​
 

●​ Expand vocabulary through read-alouds and content-area texts​
 

●​ Identify parts of speech (nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs)​
 

●​ Use correct subject-verb agreement and verb tenses​
 

●​ Capitalize proper nouns and titles​
 

●​ Use commas in dates, greetings, and lists​
 

III. Materials and Resources 

Core Programs and Tools 
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●​ Being a Reader by Collaborative Classroom​
 

●​ Handwriting Without Tears – Cursive Kickoff​
 

●​ Orton-Gillingham phonics routines​
 

●​ IXL Language Arts​
 

●​ A variety of fiction and nonfiction leveled readers​
 

●​ Graphic organizers and anchor charts​
 

●​ Book discussions and fluency routines​
 

●​ Student writing journals and editing checklists​
 

IV. Measurable Objectives 

Reading and Comprehension 

●​ Decode unfamiliar words using phonics strategies​
 

●​ Read with appropriate expression and phrasing​
 

●​ Retell texts using details from beginning, middle, and end​
 

●​ Identify key story elements and main ideas​
 

●​ Use comprehension strategies (predicting, questioning, inferring, summarizing)​
 

●​ Compare and contrast two texts on similar themes or topics​
 

●​ Read independently for sustained periods​
 

Phonics and Word Study 

●​ Identify spelling patterns and rules​
 

●​ Decode multisyllabic words and irregular words​
 

●​ Apply understanding of prefixes, suffixes, and root words​
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●​ Use spelling knowledge in reading and writing​
 

Writing 

●​ Produce complete narratives, opinion pieces, and informational writing​
 

●​ Plan, draft, revise, and publish writing​
 

●​ Apply grammar conventions (capitalization, punctuation, parts of speech)​
 

●​ Write legibly in cursive with correct letter formation​
 

Vocabulary and Grammar 

●​ Use vocabulary appropriate to reading level and writing purpose​
 

●​ Apply grammar and usage rules in written and spoken language​
 

V. Assessments 

●​ Collaborative Classroom comprehension and fluency checks​
 

●​ Teacher observation and conferencing​
 

●​ Writing samples and rubrics​
 

●​ Sentence Word Dictation (OG)​
 

●​ Individual and partner reading logs​
 

●​ Measures of Academic Progress (MAP)​
 

●​ IXL skill diagnostics and progress monitoring​
 

●​ Dibels and MAZE 

 

X. Mathematics Curriculum Information 

I. Overview 
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The second grade mathematics curriculum utilizes ORIGO Education Stepping Stones 2.0 
instruction and materials. Students develop mathematical understanding through hands-on 
exploration, visual models, collaborative learning, and real-world problem solving. The 
curriculum emphasizes conceptual understanding, mathematical thinking, fluency, and 
application through engaging lessons and differentiated instruction. 

Stepping Stones 2.0 follows a balanced approach that incorporates concrete, pictorial, verbal, and 
symbolic representations to deepen understanding and support all learners. Instruction includes 
whole-group lessons, small-group activities, partner collaboration, math discussions, and 
independent practice. Supplemental materials include math games, digital resources, math 
journals, and problem-solving tasks to support skill development and enrichment. IXL Learning 
provides additional individualized practice and reinforcement. Students are encouraged to build 
confidence, perseverance, and independence while making meaningful connections between 
mathematics and everyday life. 

II. Course Outline 

ORIGO Education Stepping Stones 2.0 emphasizes conceptual understanding, computational 
fluency, and problem-solving strategies through engaging investigations and interactive learning 
experiences. Students use visual models, manipulatives, discussion, and reasoning to develop 
mathematical understanding and communicate their thinking. 

Number Sense and Place Value 

●​ Read, write, compare, and order numbers within 1,000 
●​ Understand place value using hundreds, tens, and ones 
●​ Compose and decompose numbers in multiple ways 
●​ Use skip counting and number patterns 

Addition and Subtraction 

●​ Add and subtract within 1,000 using efficient strategies 
●​ Use place-value understanding and regrouping 
●​ Solve one- and two-step word problems 
●​ Develop mental math and fact fluency strategies 

Mathematical Reasoning and Problem Solving 

●​ Explain mathematical thinking using models and words 
●​ Use visual representations and tools to solve problems 
●​ Apply reasoning strategies in real-world situations 
●​ Participate in collaborative math discussions 

Measurement 
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●​ Measure and compare length using customary and metric units 
●​ Estimate and solve measurement problems 
●​ Measure and compare mass and capacity 
●​ Apply measurement skills in real-world contexts 

Data and Graphing 

●​ Collect, organize, and interpret data 
●​ Create picture graphs, bar graphs, and line plots 
●​ Analyze information and answer questions using data 

Geometry 

●​ Identify and describe two-dimensional and three-dimensional shapes 
●​ Explore attributes of shapes and polygons 
●​ Recognize partitioned shapes and equal shares 
●​ Investigate symmetry and spatial reasoning 

Multiplication and Division Foundations 

●​ Understand multiplication as equal groups and repeated addition 
●​ Understand division as sharing and grouping 
●​ Solve introductory multiplication and division problems 
●​ Use arrays and visual models to represent thinking 

Fractions 

●​ Partition shapes into equal shares 
●​ Identify halves, thirds, and fourths 
●​ Describe and compare fractional parts using visual models 

Time and Money 

●​ Tell and write time to the nearest 5 minutes 
●​ Use analog and digital clocks 
●​ Solve problems involving money 
●​ Identify, count, and compare coins and bills 

III. Materials and Resources 

Texts 

●​ ORIGO Stepping Stones 2.0 student materials 
●​ Teacher-guided lessons and assessments 
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●​ Digital lesson resources and interactive activities 

Instructional Resources 

●​ Math journals and writing activities 
●​ Manipulatives and math tools (base-ten blocks, counters, number lines, clocks, rulers, 

pattern blocks, and money) 
●​ Small-group intervention and enrichment activities 
●​ Problem-solving tasks and math games 
●​ Number fluency practice and strategy development 

Technology 

●​ IXL: Online math practice and progress monitoring 
●​ ORIGO digital tools and interactive lessons 
●​ Virtual manipulatives and math games 

IV. Measurable Objectives 

Number Sense and Place Value 

●​ Represent numbers up to 1,000 using models and numerals 
●​ Compose and decompose numbers using place value strategies 
●​ Count by 1s, 5s, 10s, and 100s 
●​ Compare and order numbers using <, >, and = 

Addition and Subtraction 

●​ Add and subtract within 1,000 fluently and accurately 
●​ Use multiple strategies to solve problems 
●​ Apply regrouping strategies with understanding 
●​ Solve one- and two-step word problems 

Mathematical Reasoning 

●​ Explain mathematical thinking using pictures, numbers, and words 
●​ Use models and manipulatives to justify solutions 
●​ Apply reasoning strategies to real-world situations 

Multiplication and Division Foundations 

●​ Create equal groups and arrays 
●​ Model repeated addition and sharing situations 
●​ Solve introductory multiplication and division problems 
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Fractions 

●​ Partition shapes into equal shares 
●​ Identify halves, thirds, and fourths 
●​ Describe fractional parts using mathematical language 

Measurement 

●​ Measure length using standard units 
●​ Compare and estimate length, mass, and capacity 
●​ Tell time to the nearest 5 minutes 
●​ Solve elapsed time problems 

Money 

●​ Identify and count coins and bills 
●​ Solve money word problems using appropriate symbols 
●​ Compare monetary amounts 

Geometry 

●​ Identify and describe attributes of 2D and 3D shapes 
●​ Recognize polygons and partitioned shapes 
●​ Explore symmetry and spatial relationships 

Data Analysis 

●​ Collect and organize data 
●​ Create and interpret graphs 
●​ Use data to answer questions and solve problems 

V. Assessments 

●​ Teacher observation and anecdotal notes 
●​ Daily practice and independent work 
●​ Small-group instruction and math rotations 
●​ Performance tasks and problem-solving activities 
●​ Unit assessments and fluency checks 
●​ Digital progress monitoring through IXL and ORIGO resources 
●​ Mid-year and year-end assessments 
●​ MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) testing 
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●​ Science Curriculum Information 

I. Overview 

Second graders are offered the opportunity to learn skills and to acquire scientific attitudes and 
habits of mind. These studies are grounded in the broad areas of physical and life sciences. They 
spend time observing, measuring, and identifying properties as they explore, reflect, and apply 
strategies. Each study will incorporate the use of the Scientific Method of thinking, focusing on 
defining the problem, designing a study, collecting materials, conducting an experiment, and 
then, drawing conclusions. 

Science themes will be integrated into all areas of studies in the classroom including reading, 
writing, and math. The lessons have components that are designed to engage the students, 
encourage inquiry, support them as they explain the results, help them to elaborate, and finally 
evaluate the results. 

Students use a hands-on, inquiry-based approach to explore science in a meaningful and 
engaging way. They learn how science relates to their everyday lives and how to safely and 
effectively use science tools. 

II. Course Outline 

The Nature of Science 

●​ What is science?​
 

●​ What kinds of questions do scientists ask?​
 

●​ How do scientists make observations and test ideas?​
 

●​ Use of the Scientific Method: asking questions, forming hypotheses, conducting 
investigations, recording findings, and drawing conclusions.​
 

●​ Use of science tools (rulers, thermometers, hand lenses) and safety procedures during 
experiments.​
 

Life Science 

Habitats and Ecosystems (Oceans Focus) 

●​ Basic needs of living things and their environments​
 

●​ Ocean ecosystems and marine animal research project​
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●​ Adaptations for survival​
 

●​ Food chains and predator/prey relationships​
 

●​ Human impact on the ocean and conservation​
 

Life Cycles 

●​ Life cycles of insects, amphibians, and flowering plants​
 

●​ Stages of life: birth, growth, reproduction, and death​
 

●​ Comparing life cycles and inherited traits​
 

●​ Dinosaur research project and how scientists learn from fossils​
 

Physical Science 

Properties of Matter 

●​ Classifying matter by shape, color, texture, and hardness​
 

●​ States of matter: solids, liquids, gases​
 

●​ Changes in matter: melting, freezing, mixing, dissolving​
 

●​ Hands-on investigations of physical and chemical changes​
 

Force and Motion 

●​ Newton’s Three Laws of Motion through demonstration​
 

●​ Pushes, pulls, gravity, and friction​
 

●​ Ramps, toy vehicles, and other tools to observe movement and force​
 

Earth and Space Science 

Weather and Space 

●​ Cloud types and weather patterns​
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●​ Measuring weather: temperature, wind, precipitation 

 

●​ The water cycle: evaporation, condensation, precipitation​
 

●​ Role of the sun in weather and seasons​
 

●​ Earth’s rotation/orbit and their effects on day/night and seasons​
 

●​ Sky patterns: phases of the moon, sunrise/sunset, star visibility​
 

III. Materials and Resources 

●​ Science journal for recording observations and reflections​
 

●​ Hands-on tools: rulers, thermometers, hand lenses, measuring cups​
 

●​ Consumables/non-consumables for experiments and investigations​
 

●​ Graphic organizers for organizing data and ideas​
 

●​ Leveled content books aligned with units of study​
 

●​ Subscription to MysteryScience.com for engaging video lessons and investigations​
 

●​ Live tadpole kit to observe metamorphosis into frogs​
 

IV. Measurable Objectives 

The Nature of Science 

●​ Ask questions and form hypotheses​
 

●​ Make observations and use tools safely​
 

●​ Record data using drawings, charts, and written explanations​
 

●​ Use the Scientific Method to plan and conduct simple investigations​
 

Life Science 
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●​ Identify needs of living things and describe their habitats​
 

●​ Describe and compare life cycles of plants and animals​
 

●​ Explain how animals adapt to their environment​
 

●​ Understand inherited traits​
 

●​ Explore food chains and marine ecosystems​
 

●​ Recognize human impact on ecosystems​
 

 

●​ Classify matter based on observable properties​
 

●​ Identify and explain the states of matter​
 

●​ Observe changes in matter (physical and chemical)​
 

●​ Demonstrate understanding of forces, motion, and gravity​
 

●​ Use ramps and tools to explore movement​
 

Earth and Space Science 

●​ Describe cloud types and weather conditions​
 

●​ Measure and track weather data​
 

●​ Explain the stages of the water cycle​
 

●​ Describe the effect of the sun on Earth’s weather and seasons​
 

●​ Identify patterns in the sky and phases of the moon​
 

Science, Engineering, and Technology 

●​ Define technology and its purpose​
 

●​ Describe how people design and use tools​
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●​ Participate in innovation activities using Little Bits​
 

●​ Design simple machines and inventions based on real-world challenges​
 

V. Assessments 

●​ Science journals and lab notes​
 

●​ Observation during experiments and collaborative tasks​
 

●​ Knowledge-based activities: labeling diagrams, matching vocabulary, written responses​
 

●​ Use of the Scientific Method: documenting hypotheses, procedures, and conclusions​
 

●​ Performance-based assessments including projects like marine animal research, weather 
data tracking, and invention design using Little Bits 

 

●​ Social Studies Curriculum Information 

I. Overview 

Social studies in second grade focuses on studying the world around them. Students are 
encouraged to build curiosity and to begin understanding there is a world outside of our 
familiarity. Students explore American history, starting with how the U.S. government was 
established, and progressing through major historical events like Westward Expansion and the 
Civil War. A strong emphasis is placed on civic understanding, including the three branches of 
government and key presidential figures. Students actively engage in learning through 
project-based activities such as a president research project and a Westward Expansion diorama 
and presentation. 

Throughout the year, students also investigate economics, cultural traditions, and the 
contributions of influential individuals during Black History Month. Units are enhanced by 
personal reflections, research-based learning, and meaningful real-world applications. 

II. Course Outline 

●​ Geography​
 

●​ Westward Expansion​
 

●​ Immigration and Cultural Diversity​
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●​ Communities and Economy​
 

●​ Government and Civics​
 

●​ Historical Contributions and Black History 

III. Materials and Resources 

Other Materials 

●​ Research templates for biographies and presidents​
 

●​ Interview forms for cultural research​
 

●​ Supplies for dioramas and poster presentations​
 

●​ Multimedia tools for student PowerPoints​
 

●​ Marketing activity supplies for economic unit 

IV. Measurable Objectives 

Geography 

●​ Use maps and geographical terms to locate their community and world regions​
 

●​ Read and interpret map features: compass rose, equator, prime meridian, latitude, and 
longitude​
 

●​ Identify physical features and natural resources​
 

Westward Expansion 

●​ Identify key people, events, and inventions that impacted westward expansion​
 

●​ Understand pioneer life, the Pony Express, the Oregon Trail, and Transcontinental 
Railroad​
 

●​ Complete a diorama and PowerPoint project to demonstrate understanding of a specific 
topic​
 

Immigration and Cultural Diversity 
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●​ Explain why and how people immigrate to the U.S.​
 

●​ Identify cultural traditions and family heritage through research and interviews​
 

●​ Present findings on cultural diversity and global traditions​
 

Communities and Economy 

●​ Distinguish between goods and services​
 

●​ Explain basic economic principles: supply, demand, production, and consumption​
 

●​ Apply marketing skills in a product development project (e.g., banana popsicle 
campaign)​
 

●​ Identify public and private services in communities​
 

Government and Civics 

●​ Describe the three branches of U.S. government and their responsibilities​
 

●​ Conduct a research project on a selected president and present their accomplishments​
 

●​ Identify different levels of government and classify their functions​
 

Historical Contributions and Black History 

●​ Research a significant historical figure during Black History Month​
 

●​ Write and present a biography report​
 

●​ Recognize the impact of individuals who fought for civil rights and equality 

V. Assessments 

●​ Observations and anecdotal records​
 

●​ Student questions and contributions to class discussions​
 

●​ Personal reflections and research logs​
 

●​ Teacher-generated prompts and guiding questions​
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●​ Performance tasks: diorama, PowerPoint presentations, biography reports, marketing 
projects​
 

●​ Peer reviews and self-assessments 
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Third Grade 
●​ Third Grade Overview 

 

●​ Language Arts Curriculum Information 
I.  Overview 
The goal of the third-grade Language Arts Curriculum is to develop the foundation of 
competence in the use of the English language.  Through the experiences of reading, writing, 
listening, and speaking, the goal is to develop literate and fluent readers and writers.  The units of 
study are built around a skills-intensive curriculum based in the areas of literature, grammar, 
spelling, and vocabulary.  Through their literacy experiences students increase their level of 
success in becoming literate and fluent readers and writers with more advanced grammar skills 
and intellectual vocabularies.  Reading activities include but are not restricted to whole group, 
shared and guided reading groups, individual reading, phonemic awareness/phonics 
development, vocabulary development, making predictions, retelling stories, using clues in 
context, drawing conclusions, fiction/non-fiction, and experience with different genres of 
literature to expand their pleasure reading, with an emphasis on historical and current classics. 
 
II.  Course Outline 

1.​ Third graders learn to make inferences about characters and settings. Their studies 
include setting, character traits, character development, plot diagrams, elements of 
various genres, point of view, and author’s purpose. 

2.​ Through discussions, cooperative group work, and guided reading, students learn to 
empathize with characters and situations.  

3.​ Students will engage in a variety of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on third grade topics and texts, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

4.​ A wide range of genres, including realistic fiction, mystery, science fiction, fantasy, 
legends, historical fiction, and nonfiction are used to explore various genres and their 
elements. 

5.​ Comprehension strategies and close reading skills are taught in mini-lessons with 
individual reinforcement. Strategies are modeled and discussed during read aloud. 

6.​ Students will recognize and enjoy a variety of the following forms of writing, including   
poetry, plays, fiction, non-fiction, short stories, historical fiction, science fiction, tall 
tales, biographies.  

7.​ Students develop personal responsibility and stamina through Collaborative Classroom 
 
III.  Materials and Resources 

1.​ Classroom novels and read-aloud books vary from year to year 
2.​ Classroom novels and picture book selection from Collaborative Classroom 
3.​ Various literature circles novels chosen by genre 
4.​ Selections from poetry, anthologies, and fairy tales 
5.​ Student-chosen novels and chapter books 
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6.​ Notice and Note: Strategies for Close Reading by Kylene Beers and Robert Probst 
7.​ Graphic organizers 

 
IV.  Measurable Objectives 
Reading 

1.​ Students will read at or above grade level by the end of the year. 
2.​ Students will be able to read aloud with fluency and expression. 
3.​ Students will be able to read and use comprehension strategies to answer questions and 

summarize stories as part of literature circle discussions using text evidence to support 
their answers. 

4.​ Students will read a variety of genres including nonfiction, realistic fiction, mystery, 
fantasy, and historical fiction. 

5.​ Students will demonstrate comprehension of a variety of informational, literary, and 
persuasive texts. 

6.​ Students will analyze literature and character development through identifying character 
traits and motivation, recognizing plot development, and author’s craft. 

7.​ Students will participate in a variety of discussions on third grade topics and texts, 
building on others’ ideas and clearly stating their own. 

8.​ Students will be able to find the main idea of a paragraph and the topic sentence. 
9.​ Students will be introduced to point of view (1st and 3rd person), cause and effect, 

classification of information, predicting outcomes, drawing conclusions, summarizing, 
foreshadowing, forming opinions and distinguishing opinion from fact. 

10.​Students will read and follow multi-step directions 
11.​Students will make text-to-text, text-to-self, and text-to-world connections while reading 

a piece of literature, fiction and nonfiction. 
12.​Students will recall facts and information in sequence 
13.​Students will understand the structure of paragraphs in reading material. 

  
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Third-grade students are assessed  on their oral reading fluency. 
2.​ Formal and informal reading assessments for comprehension and word recognition are 

given at various levels to assess each student’s progress. 
3.​ Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) 
4.​ DIBELS 

 
Spelling 
I.  Overview 
Third-grade students are expected to continue to reinforce the phonetic spelling patterns learned 
in earlier grades.  Through Word Study in Collaborative Classroom and constant editing of 
written work students will practice spelling in all the work they do across content areas.  They 
will also expand their spelling knowledge to include the definitions of words. 
 
II.  Course Outline 

1.​ Students will learn spelling patterns taught from Word Study within Collaborative 
Classroom.  
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. 
  
III.  Materials and Resources 

1.​ Collaborative Classroom Word Study 
 

 
IV.  Measurable Objectives 

1.​ Students will be expected to have correct spelling on periodic reviews and in their 
creative writing pieces.  These will be edited for correct spelling before publication. 

2.​ Students will review spelling rules and extension of similarities in words. 
3.​ Students will extend the spelling to include vocabulary of commonly used words, 
4.​ phrases. 
5.​ Students will spell theme and unit words correctly in written work and on spelling tests. 
6.​ Students will spell the most frequently misspelled words correctly in written pieces. 
7.​ Students will learn strategies for spelling unfamiliar words. 
8.​ Students will learn to use the spell-checker application on the computer. 

  
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Periodic tests 
2.​ Continual editing of creative pieces 
3.​ Correction of spelling mistakes in all subject areas. 

Writing 
I.  Overview 
Students in third grade will learn to apply the Writing Process and analytical assessment that 
looks at the main characteristics of writing and assesses them independently of one another. 
Vocabulary enrichment lessons will be taught to enhance student writing. Students keep a writing 
portfolio and learn the process of editing to the point of publication. The objective of writing in 
third grade is to develop a comfortable style of communicating in written form. This includes 
making sense, proper sequencing, correct grammar and punctuation, and the ability to include 
personal imagination and style. 
  
II.  Course Outline 

1.​ Students will learn topic sentence, detail, and paragraph formation.  
2.​ Students’ final project will be the publication of an original piece. 
3.​ Students will learn Handwriting Without Tears cursive and use it in written work 

throughout the year.  They will recognize and be able to read it easily. 
4.​ Students will use word processing for a variety of projects. 
5.​ Students will write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with 

specific reasons. 
6.​ Students will write informative/ explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas 

and information clearly. 
7.​ Students will write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 

effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 
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III.  Materials and Resources 

1.​ Teacher-created material 
2.​ Handwriting, Penmanship:  Handwriting Without Tears 
3.​ Other resources such as Read, Write, Think and Writer’s workshop materials 

  
IV.  Measurable Objectives 
WRITING 

1.​ Students will be able to write an original story with a complete plot of characters, setting, 
beginning, middle, and end. 

2.​ Students will write increasingly more complex stories, poetry, and reports. 
3.​ Students will be able to research information that is required to write a report using 

library and Internet resources. 
4.​ Students will be able to format (using index cards and thinking maps) and communicate a 

report on various topics across the curriculum including, scientific method reports, social 
studies reports, and oral presentations. 

5.​ Students will learn the purpose of a bibliography and be able to include two references in 
a report. 

6.​ Students will learn the importance of not plagiarizing a piece of work. 
7.​ Students will edit and revise material as part of the writing process. 
8.​ Students will write answers to comprehension questions in complete sentence form and 

with correct use of conventions. 
9.​ Students will identify persuasive, descriptive, and narrative paragraphs. 

a.​ Students will understand the basic concepts and vocabulary of the Six Traits + 1 
Writing approach. 

  
SPELLING 

1.​ Students will correct biweekly spelling in written material. 
2.​ Students will use most frequently misspelled words correctly. 
3.​ Students will correctly spell and edit words common to the units of study. 
4.​ Students will edit material for correct spelling. 

  
HANDWRITING 

1.​ Students will use Handwriting Without Tears cursive on written material with correct 
formation and fluency. 

  
V.  Assessments 

●​ Students keep a writing portfolio in which there is a running record of work and edited 
material. 

●​ Students assess their own work, do peer editing, and teacher conference editing. 
●​ Rubrics will be used when assessing completed compositions. 
●​ Three times during the year, students are asked to write a piece to be kept for a permanent 

record and growth development. 
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Mathematics Curriculum Information 
ORIGO Stepping Stones Grade 3 Mathematics Program Overview 
 
ORIGO Stepping Stones Grade 3 is a comprehensive mathematics program designed to develop 
deep conceptual understanding, procedural fluency, problem-solving skills, and mathematical 
confidence. The program emphasizes a hands-on, student-centered approach that encourages 
students to explore mathematical concepts through meaningful experiences before moving to 
abstract symbols and algorithms. 
 
The curriculum uses concrete materials, visual models, mathematical discussions, and real-world 
applications to help students build strong number sense and reasoning skills. ORIGO’s unique 
holistic approach carefully develops both mathematical language and conceptual understanding 
so students can confidently apply mathematics in new and unfamiliar situations. 
 
A key feature of the program is its spaced teaching and practice model, where concepts are 
revisited throughout the year in smaller learning modules. This approach strengthens long-term 
retention, helps students make connections across mathematical concepts, and provides 
opportunities for continuous reinforcement and growth. 
 
II.  Course Outline 

The Grade 3 curriculum focuses on the major mathematical domains outlined in grade-level 
standards. Throughout the year, students engage in learning experiences related to: 

●​ Multiplication and division concepts and fluency 
●​ Place value and number sense 
●​ Addition and subtraction strategies 
●​ Fractions and equivalence 
●​ Measurement and data 
●​ Geometry and spatial reasoning 
●​ Problem-solving and mathematical reasoning 

Instruction is organized into modules that integrate multiple mathematical strands, allowing 
students to revisit concepts over time and build stronger conceptual connections. 

 
III.  Measurable Objectives  

By the end of Grade 3, students will be able to: 

●​ Demonstrate fluency with multiplication and division facts 
●​ Apply place value understanding to perform multi-digit computations 
●​ Solve real-world mathematical problems using multiple strategies 
●​ Represent and compare fractions using models and symbols 
●​ Measure and interpret data using appropriate tools and units 
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●​ Identify and describe geometric shapes and attributes 
●​ Explain mathematical thinking using appropriate vocabulary and representations 
●​ Make connections between mathematical concepts and real-life applications 

  
IV.  Materials and Resources 

The ORIGO Stepping Stones program utilizes a variety of instructional resources to support 
student learning, including: 

●​ Student journals and workbooks 
●​ Teacher guides and lesson plans 
●​ Digital learning tools and interactive activities 
●​ Visual models and manipulatives 
●​ Math games and collaborative activities 
●​ Formative and summative assessment tools 
●​ Problem-solving tasks and enrichment activities 
●​ Reflex - online resource for fact fluency 
●​ Ixl - online resources for reinforcing the concepts and skills 

These resources are designed to support differentiated instruction and meet the needs of diverse 
learners. 

  
V.  Assessments 

●​ Teacher observation 
●​ Unit evaluations to check progress 
●​ Classroom activities, participation, and discussions 
●​ Teacher evaluation of daily activities from Stepping Stones workbooks 
●​ Assignment and checking of homework 
●​ Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) 

 

Science Curriculum Information 
 
I.  Overview 
The goal of third grade is to expose the students to the science of the universe, matter, energy, 
rocks and minerals, ecosystems, weather and to build upon the base of knowledge they already 
have.  Another goal of the science curriculum is to incorporate the scientific method as well as 
the engineering and design method into the thinking process of these units and their everyday 
life.  Students are expected to master the main concepts and factual information they are 
provided.  In doing so, the goal is to inspire students into further study and research as their 
interest dictates.  Skills emphasized include hands-on experimenting, utilizing the scientific 
method, observing, collecting, recording, and analyzing data, writing lab reports, hypothesizing, 
and experimenting.  Science themes are integrated with other academic areas as they are 
presented in the self-contained classroom.  Often, development in reading, writing, mathematics, 



43 

and social studies correspond with the scientific units of study. Students will learn the scientific 
practices used by scientists to investigate, including the questions scientists ask, the tools 
scientists use to make observations, and the importance of keeping records and communicating 
with other scientists. The curriculum is meant to engage the students, encourage exploration, 
support students as they explain, help them to elaborate, and finally to evaluate each concept 
covered. 
  
II.  Course Outline​  

1.​ Planning and carrying out investigations 
2.​ Analyzing and interpreting data 
3.​ Constructing explanations and designing solutions 
4.​ Asking questions and defining problems 
5.​ Developing and using models 
6.​ Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information 

  
III. Materials and Resources 

1.​ Interactive science journals 
2.​ Materials for experiments/activities 
3.​ Tools for measurement 
4.​ Safety equipment 

 
IV.  Measurable Objectives 

1.​ Planning and carrying out investigations 
a.​ Students will plan and carry out investigations 
b.​ Students will test ideas and solutions. 
c.​ Students will conduct investigations that produce data. 

2.​ Analyzing and interpreting data 
a.​ Students will collect observations. 
b.​ Students will record observations. 
c.​ Students will share observations. 
d.​ Students will analyze data to answer questions and describe patterns. 

3.​ Constructing explanations and designing solutions 
a.​ Students will use ideas to construct explanations. 
b.​ Students will design solutions based on prior knowledge. 

4.​ Asking questions and defining problems 
a.​ Students will ask questions that can be tested. 
b.​ Students will define problems based on observations.  

5.​ Developing and using models 
a.​ Students will use drawings, diagrams, and replicas to represent concrete events. 
b.​ Students will create dioramas, dramatizations, and storyboards to represent 

relationships in the world.  
6.​ Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information 

a.​ Students will read developmentally appropriate texts to obtain information. 
b.​ Students will use media to obtain and evaluate scientific information. 
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c.​ Students will communicate observations, solutions, and findings to others in oral, 
drawing, and written form. 

7.​ Content topics may include 
a.​ Science, Engineering, and Technology: Technology and Design Process  
b.​ Life Science:  Colorado Ecosystems 
c.​ Earth Science:  Earth and Weather, Space 
d.​ Physical Science: Matter, Energy and its Forms, Forces and Motion 

  
III.  Materials and Resources 

1.​ Consumable and non-consumable items that allow the students to experiment with 
hands-on procedures. 

2.​ Other resources created commercially or by teachers 
3.​ Current online research available for each topic 
4.​ Graphic organizers 

  
V.  Assessments 
General assessment tools for all major units 

●​ Knowledge-based tests 
●​ Student entries in interactive science journals 
●​ Knowledge-based written activities 
●​ Use of Scientific Method, interpreting data, and stating a conclusion 
●​ Performance based assessments and lab reports 

 

●​ Social Studies Curriculum Information 
I.  Overview 
The third-grade social studies curriculum is composed of units of study that emphasize 
knowledge of content material and allow students to experience the work ethic of completing 
projects, working in teams, and solving problems creatively. These units include the passion of 
space exploration, the comparison of ancient Egypt, Greece, the Roman Empire, and the ancient 
Aztec, Inca, and Maya civilizations, Early Americans, and current importance of and 
appreciation for Colorado.  Map skills are taught along with each of these units. 
  
II.  Course Outline 

1.​ World Geography 
a.​ Spatial Sense 

i.​ Name continents, country, state, and community and differentiate the 
terms. 

ii.​ Difference between continent, country, state, country, and city. 
iii.​ Understand that maps have keys or legends with symbols and their uses. 
iv.​ Find directions on a map:  north, south, east, and west. 
v.​ Identify major oceans:  Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, and Arctic. 

vi.​ Name, spell correctly, and locate the seven continents. 
vii.​ Locate:  Canada, United States, Mexico, and Central America in relation 

to the United States. 
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viii.​ Locate:  the Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, North 
and South Poles. 

ix.​ Use an atlas and, if available, on-line sources to find geographic 
information. 

x.​ Geographical features of Colorado 
2.​ World History 

a.​ Comparing/Contrasting the Ancient Roman Empire, Ancient Greece, Ancient 
Egypt, Ancient Aztec, Ancient Inca, Ancient Maya Civilizations 

i.​ Background 
ii.​ Define B.C./A.D. and B.C.E./C.E. 

iii.​ Study of the ancient cultures and their timelines 
iv.​ Study of contributions these ancient civilizations made to our daily life 
v.​ Creation of projects related to each topic 

3.​ History 
a.​ Native Americans 

i.​ Southwest:  Pueblos (Hopi, Zuni), Dine (Navajo), Apaches 
ii.​ Anasazi, pueblo builders and cliff dwellers and their origins 

b.​ Colorado 
i.​ Geography 

1.​ Rocky Mountains 
2.​ Sawatch Range; 14er’s 
3.​ Rivers; Platte, Colorado, Rio Grande, Arkansas St. Vrain, Big 

Thompson 
4.​ Canyons, plateaus, mesas, sedimentary formations, earthquakes, 

volcanic action 
5.​ Resources; mining, oil, gas, minerals, gold, uranium, etc., 

agriculture, farming, ranching 
6.​ Flora and fauna native to Colorado 
7.​ Four Corners, Mesa Verde, national parks, sand dunes, state parks, 

front range, parks, valleys, five climatic terrains, elevation 
8.​ Ancient landforms, animals, peoples 

ii.​ History:  Students will investigate the history and current information of 
Colorado, including the following: 

1.​ Early settlement and exploration, mining, pioneers, agriculture 
distant and local 

2.​ Reasons for exploration and the Westward Movement 
3.​ Famous people of Colorado, both historical and current including 

explorers 
a.​ whose names were given to mountain peaks etc. 

4.​ Location of the Ancient people of Colorado including the Anasazi, 
Ancient  

a.​ Ones 
5.​ Arapahoe, Cheyenne, and Ute inhabitants, their locations, their 

cultures, and 
a.​ lives 
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6.​ State symbols, music (including America the Beautiful and Pikes 
Peak), and art, including details of the State Capitol 

7.​ Connections made between local communities and history 
identified in the 

a.​ History Colorado Museum 
8.​ Spanish and French heritage and influence in Colorado settlement 
9.​ Industry significant to Colorado history and today from mining, 

gold, oil, 
a.​ agriculture, railroad 

10.​Transportation development from ancient travel of the Native 
American Nations through the pioneer settlers and the 
development of the railroad 

11.​Location of National and State Parks, cities, counties (significance 
of their 

12.​names) with emphasis on the valuable resources found in Colorado 
and its place in the Rocky Mountain West 

13.​History of Denver 
14.​Geography:  Colorado mountains, prairies, plateaus, rivers, front 

range, 14ers, counties, cities, variations of terrain etc. 
  
III.  Materials and Resources 

1.​ Rendezvous with Colorado History, Dutton/Humphries Revised II, Sterling Ties 
Publication LLP 

2.​ Life in Ancient Egypt, Life in Ancient Greece, Life in Ancient Rome 
3.​ Various texts pertaining to each ancient civilization studied 
4.​ Teacher made materials and units 
5.​ Library and Internet resources 
6.​ Graphic organizers 

  
IV.  Measurable Objectives 
Application of Research and Product-Centered Learning 

1.​ Students will research Social Studies topics with the purpose of gaining knowledge, 
comparing cultures, finding connections to their lives today, and beginning to develop a 
sense of placing events on an historical timeline. 

2.​ Students will access their curiosity about the areas to be studied and continue to look for 
information about topics that interest them. Students will develop a product with each 
unit that enhances their opportunities to strengthen their confidence, self-esteem, and 
knowledge. 

3.​ Students will access information in the library, with reference materials, and on the 
Internet. They will create, organize, and develop written, oral, and technological products 
to share with their peers and families. 

  
World Geography 
Spatial Sense 
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1.​ Students will identify the continents, countries, and determine the distances between and 
across them using a scale measurement. 

2.​ Students will compare the size of countries and continents. 
3.​ Students will recognize the latitude, longitude, prime meridian on the globe. 

  
Important Rivers of Colorado 

1.​ Using a Colorado map, students will be able to locate the Rio Grande, the South Platte, 
the Colorado, and the Arkansas. 

2.​ Students will know into which ocean these rivers drain and the comparative size of each 
one. 

  
World History 
Comparing/Contrasting the Ancient Roman Empire, Ancient Greece, Ancient Egypt, Ancient 
Aztec, Ancient Inca, Ancient Maya Civilizations 

1.​ Students will understand the timeline of these ancient cultures. 
2.​ Students will compare the lifestyle of each culture as far as everyday work, clothing, 

food, ceremonies, transportation, hunting, religion, marriage, architecture, inventions, 
science, war, government, famous leaders, how they borrowed from each other to further 
their own interests, recreation, family life, children compared to today, and the fall or 
decline of each group. 

3.​ Students will list the contributions of each culture to today’s world. 
4.​ Students will understand the importance of artifacts and archeologists who study these 

cultures in depth. 
  
United States 
Geography 

1.​ Students will identify major landforms of the United States; Appalachian Mountains, 
Atlantic Coast, Pacific Coast, Canadian and Mexican borders, Rocky Mountains, 
Mississippi River, Great Lakes, Gulf of Mexico, The Sierra Nevada and Coastal Ranges, 
the Grand Canyon, and the Great Salt Lake. 

2.​ Students will be able to use Google and the Atlas to locate and identify geographical 
formations. 

3.​ Students will identify regions of the United States by the terms the North, the South, the 
East, the Midwest, the Southwest, and the Pacific and Atlantic coasts. 

  
Colorado 
Geography 

1.​ Students will locate the major landforms, rivers, and natural points of interest of 
Colorado including, but not limited to Colorado River, Arkansas River, Rio Grande 
River, South Platte River, Grand Lake, Sawatch Mountains, the 14ers, the Front Range, 
the sand dunes, the intermountain basin, the Colorado plateau, the Continental Divide, 
North Park, South Park, Middle Park and the San Luis Valley. 

2.​ Students will identify the highest point in Colorado, Mt Elbert and the lowest point, Holly 
on the Arkansas River. 



48 

3.​ Students will study the ancient formations of the Colorado area including volcanic action, 
earthquakes, floods, ocean floors, and fossil beds. 

History 
1.​ Students will study the ancient inhabitants of Colorado, the Ancient Ones, the pueblo 

dwellers and their subsets. 
2.​ Students will study the native tribes that inhabited the plains and mountains, the 

Cheyenne, the Arapahoe, the Ute, the Pawnee, the Kiowa and their way of nomadic life 
following the bison. 

3.​ Students will learn of the importance of the native tribes and the pioneers to the 
Westward Movement of the United States 

4.​ Students will learn of the agriculture, the mining, and the railroads that contributed to the 
development of Denver and eventually the territory of Colorado. 

5.​ Students will learn how Colorado became a state, the state symbols, the significance of 
the “Centennial State,” the significance of the Colorado state flag, the significance of the 
names of the Colorado sports teams, the significance of Pikes Peak and the song, America 
the Beautiful by Katherine Lee Bates. 

6.​ Students will identify on a map the historical exploration of the Spanish, the French, and 
the explorers whose names are part of our heritage. 

7.​ Students will take field trips to places of interest that can be reached comfortably and 
then encouraged to travel throughout the state with their families. (State Capitol. 
Colorado History Museum, Molly Brown’s House, Lafayette Mining Museum, Longmont 
Museum and historical trunk collection, the Plains Conservation Center.) 

  
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Knowledge-based reviews and comprehension questions. 
2.​ Questions in class and small group formats that delve into material details 

a.​ Ask why and how, open-ended questions. 
b.​ State an opinion and differentiate opinion from fact. 
c.​ Collect information to state a position. 
d.​ Use a form of product presentation to share. 

e.​ Share a variety of products that emphasize parts of each unit.  
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Fourth Grade 
●​ Fourth Grade Overview 

 

●​ Language Arts Curriculum Information 
I.  Overview 
Fourth grade uses the “Being a Reader” Collaborative Classroom curriculum. Whole class 
reading lessons are structured around carefully selected complex texts from multiple genres, 
including fiction, narrative nonfiction, expository nonfiction, persuasive nonfiction, and poetry. 
Introducing the students to a wide variety of texts and genres give them exposure to grade and 
age appropriate academic vocabulary and varied language structures. Engaging with texts from 
different genres also allows the students to learn about elements or features of each genre and the 
ways in which authors of certain genres tend to organize information. By varying the genres and 
types of text the students read, they are introduced to a variety of topics and are given 
opportunities to consider varied perspectives on these topics. Reading lessons also include 
Individualized Daily Reading, a time during which the students can participate in different 
activities as their reading and social skills develop or as needs are identified; activities include 
independent reading, small-group reading, and student-led book clubs. Our curriculum aligns 
with standards for reading, speaking and listening, and language. This includes a focus on 
foundational reading skills, reading comprehension, speaking and listening, vocabulary 
acquisition, and collaboration.  
 
II.  Course Outline  

1.​ Unit 1 - The Classroom Community 
a.​ Develop understanding of genre (fiction and nonfiction) 
b.​ Discuss theme 
c.​ Use text features 
d.​ Learn about reading conferences 
e.​ Unit 2 - Strategy Development and Generating Independent Thinking 
f.​ Listen to and discuss texts 
g.​ Use reading strategies (questioning, making connections, and visualizing) 
h.​ Discuss themes 
i.​ Discuss reading lives 
j.​ Write a reading journal entry 
k.​ Read independently with a focus on self-monitoring and generating independent 

thinking  
 

2.​ Unit 2 - Strategy Development and Generating Independent Thinking  
a.​ Use reading strategies ( visualizing and making inferences) 
b.​ Make and confirm predictions 
c.​ Discuss story elements (character, setting, plot, and challenged or problems) 
d.​ Complete a reading self-assessment 
e.​ Listen to and discuss expository nonfiction texts 
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f.​ Determine and discuss important ideas, main ideas, and supporting details 
g.​ Use and discuss text features 
h.​ Discuss ways nonfiction is organized (description and compare and contrast) 
i.​ Revisit familiar texts 
j.​ Brainstorm and write a shared summary of a book and article 
k.​ Synthesize information about a topic and write about it  
l.​ Use thinking tools with texts read independently  
m.​ Read independently with a focus on generating independent thinking  

 
3.​ Unit 3 - Fiction  

a.​ Listen to and discuss a novel  
b.​ Discuss narrator and point of view 
c.​ Identify important events and discuss story elements (character, plot, and 

challenges) 
d.​ Discuss the structure of fiction 
e.​ Use reading strategies (making inferences, questioning, and making connections) 
f.​ Discuss character change 
g.​ Discuss themes 
h.​ Read and discuss part of a summary 
i.​ Summarize important events and themes in the text and write a summary 
j.​ Generate independent thinking  
k.​ Learn and share about independent reading texts  
l.​ Read independently with a focus on generating independent thinking, theme, main 

characters, and making connections 
 

4.​ Unit 4 - Narrative Nonfiction  
a.​ Listen to and discuss a biography 
b.​ Discuss the structure of a biography and review story arc  
c.​ Compare two types of biographical texts  
d.​ Identify and discuss figurative language in part of a text 
e.​ Record notes to use in creating an outline 
f.​ Use reading strategies (synthesizing, making inferences, and making connections) 
g.​ Discuss the subject of a biography, setting, important events, and themes across 

the text  
h.​ Discuss and write about the subject’s traits and motivations 
i.​ Discuss, write about, and share a biography 
j.​ Engage in written conversations 
k.​ Generate independent thinking 
l.​ Discuss and share about texts they read independently and might be interested in 

reading  
m.​ Read independently with a focus on generating independent thinking, identifying 

important events, and themes 
 

5.​ Unit 5 - Expository Nonfiction 
a.​ Listen to and discuss expository nonfiction (texts and web pages) 
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b.​ Use and discuss text features 
c.​ Use a Venn diagram  
d.​ Identify and distinguish between important ideas and supporting details 
e.​ Identify prior knowledge 
f.​ Explore, read, and discuss websites 
g.​ Use reading strategies (questioning, making inferences, determining importance, 

summarizing, and making connections) 
h.​ Determine and discuss important ideas 
i.​ Self-monitor and use “fix-up strategies” 
j.​ Discuss, write about, and share what is learned  
k.​ Read independently with a focus on generating independent thinking  

 
6.​ Unit 6 - Persuasive Nonfiction  

a.​ Listen to and discuss persuasive nonfiction texts  
b.​ Identify opinions (main ideas) and reasons (important ideas) in the texts 
c.​ Identify what they learned from the texts 
d.​ Discuss structure of persuasive texts (cause and effect relationships, problem and 

solution), audience, author’s purpose, the way authors persuade, signal words, and 
facts and opinions 

e.​ Read with attention to phrasing 
f.​ Use reading strategies  
g.​ Discuss audience and author’s purpose 
h.​ Compare and contrast ideas in two persuasive nonfiction texts 
i.​ Write about, share and discuss opinions 
j.​ Write introductions, reasons and evidence, and conclusions for book 

recommendations 
k.​ Write about reading strategies  
l.​ Read independently with a focus on generating independent thinking and noticing 

opinions about texts  
 

7.​ Unit 7 - Drama 
a.​ Listen to, read, and discuss  sections of a play  
b.​ Use reading strategies (making inferences, questioning, and determining 

importance) 
c.​ Discuss features of a play (character, setting plot, story structure, story elements, 

and role of the narrators) and the point of view of the play 
d.​ Make and confirm predictions 
e.​ Discuss and write about themes in play 
f.​ Choose parts to read aloud, highlight lines, and practice reading aloud and 

following a script  
g.​ Read aloud with attention to punctuation, phrasing, and characters feelings 
h.​ Perform a dramatic reading of a play 
i.​ Read with expression independently and in a group 
j.​ Listen to and discuss a poem  
k.​ Review fiction and nonfiction genres 
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l.​ Discuss and write about the classroom community 
m.​ Write about reading lives 
n.​ Learn about texts they might be interested in reading 
o.​ Discuss and share about texts they have read independently  
p.​ Read independently with a focus on generating independent thinking and reading 

strategies 
  
III.  Materials and Resources 
 
“Being a Reader” by Collaborative Classroom includes a variety of books, texts, and other 
resources including, but not limited to: 
  
1. Anita and the Dragons – Hannah Carmona​
 2. Little Libraries, Big Heroes – Miranda Paul​
 3. “The Benefits of Reading for Pleasure” – Lenny Dutton​
 4. Ho‘onani Hula Warrior – Heather Gale​
 5. My New Home After Iraq – Ellen Rodger​
 6. Fauja Singh Keeps Going: The True Story of the Oldest Person to Ever Run a Marathon 
– Simran Jeet Singh​
 7. Dancing Hands: How Teresa Carreño Played the Piano for President Lincoln – Margarita 
Engle​
 8. “Collecting Words” – Pat Mora​
 9. “Demeter and Persephone” – N/A​
 10. “Co-chin and the Spirits” – N/A​
 11. “Sweet Cocoon” – Video​
 12. Ojichan’s Gift – Chieri Uegaki​
 13. “Mother’s Day” – Janet S. Wong​
 14. Magnificent Homespun Brown – Samara Cole Doyon​
 15. Chester Nez and the Unbreakable Code: A Navajo Code Talker’s Story – Joseph 
Bruchac​
 16. “Code Talkers” – Amy Helfer​
 17. Navajo Code Talkers – Stuart Kallen​
 18. “My Cat Likes to Sleep” – Kenn Nesbitt​
 19. Dragons in a Bag – Zetta Elliott​
 20. “Birds” – Natasha Niemi​
 21. “Sisters” – Janet S. Wong​
 22. “On Monday I Feel Like a Dragon” – Francisco X. Alarcón​
 23. Whoosh! Lonnie Johnson’s Super-Soaking Stream of Inventions – Chris Barton​
 24. Planting Stories: The Life of Librarian Pura Belpré – Anika Aldamuy Denise​
 25. “Pura Belpré: A Visionary” – Video​
 26. The Fantastic Undersea Life of Jacques Cousteau – Dan Yaccarino​
 27. “Moving Mountains” – TIME for Kids​
 28. A Computer Called Katherine – Suzanne Slade​
 29. “Symbiosis: The Art of Living Together” – National Geographic Society​
 30. Symbiosis: How Different Animals Relate – Bobbie Kalman​
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 31. Polar Bears on the Hunt – Meg Marquardt​
 32. Ticks: Dangerous Hitchhikers – Sandra Markle​
 33. When Plants Attack: Strange and Terrifying Plants – Rebecca E. Hirsch​
 34. “The Double-Crossing Ants to Whom Friendship Means Nothing” – Video​
 35. “Casa Iguana” – Scotti Cohn​
 36. “Should More Cities Make It Illegal to Text While Crossing the Street?” – TIME for 
Kids​
 37. “E-Books Rule!” – Amy Helfer​
 38. “Real Books Are Best” – Amy Helfer​
 39. “Benefits of a Balanced School Calendar” – Seth Lorinczi​
 40. “Year-Round School? No, Thank You!” – Seth Lorinczi​
 41. “Meat Is Here to Stay” – John Liu​
 42. “Move Over, Meat!” – John Liu​
 43. “The Diet That Helps Fight Climate Change” – Video​
 44. The Magic Brocade: A Tale of China (play) – Aaron Shepard​
 45. The Magic Brocade: A Tale of China – Aaron Shepard​
 46. “Ally” – Charles Waters​
 47. “In the Land of Words” – Eloise Greenfield​
 48. “Eating Words” – Katherine Hauth​
 49. “Caterpillar” – Nikki Grimes 
50. Rickshaw Girl – Mitali Perkins 
51. How Did That Get in My Lunchbox?: The Story of Food – Chris Butterworth 
52. The Mystery of Meerkat Hill: A Precious Ramotswe Mystery for Young Readers – 
Alexander McCall Smith 
53. Aliens Are Coming! The True Account of the 1938 War of the Worlds Radio Broadcast 
– Meghan McCarthy 
54. “Radio Story of Mars Raid Causes Panic” – The New York Times 
55. Saving Winslow – Sharon Creech 
56. The Story of Car Engineer Soichiro Honda – Mark Weston 
 
 
IV.  Measurable Objectives 

1.​ Students will identify and compare characteristics of fiction, nonfiction, biography, and 
drama in at least two texts. 

2.​ Students will use text features (e.g., headings, captions, diagrams) to locate and explain 
information in nonfiction texts. 

3.​ Students will apply at least three reading strategies (e.g., questioning, visualizing, making 
connections, inferring) during guided and independent reading. 

4.​ Students will identify and explain story elements (character, setting, plot, conflict, and 
resolution) in fictional and dramatic texts. 

5.​ Students will determine the theme of a text and support it with at least two pieces of 
textual evidence. 

6.​ Students will write and revise a reading journal entry that reflects personal response and 
strategy use. 
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7.​ Students will summarize important events and themes in a fiction or nonfiction text in 
one paragraph. 

8.​ Students will identify the point of view in a text and explain how it influences the story or 
message. 

9.​ Students will distinguish between main ideas and supporting details in nonfiction and 
persuasive texts. 

10.​Students will compare two texts (e.g., biography vs. narrative nonfiction or persuasive 
articles) using a Venn diagram. 

11.​Students will analyze and explain cause-and-effect or problem-solution structures in 
persuasive texts. 

12.​Students will participate in at least two written or verbal discussions about independent 
reading books. 

13.​Students will create a written book recommendation including an introduction, reasons, 
evidence, and conclusion. 

14.​Students will identify and explain the use of figurative language in a biography or poem. 
15.​Students will perform a dramatic reading of a play, using appropriate phrasing, 

expression, and attention to character voice. 
 

V.  Assessments 
●​ Formative and Summative Assessment Rubrics - Being a Reader 
●​ Comprehension questions and discussion 
●​ Teacher observation and individual conferences with students 
●​ Classroom activities, projects, discussions 
●​ Measures of Academic Progress (MAP)  
●​ DIBELS (Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills) 

 
 
I.  Spelling 
Spelling is taught in a variety of ways, including word study through Being a Reader, small 
group needs-based Orton Gillingham instruction, and red words. 4th graders work on spelling 
patterns and rules, emphasizing morphology (word parts, roots, affixes).  
 
II.  Course Outline 

1.​ Unit 1 (Word Study) 
a.​ Consonant -le and final e 
b.​ Open and closed syllables 
c.​ R controlled 
d.​ Vowel teams 
e.​ Base words 
f.​ Prefixes - un, -dis, -non, -im, -in, il, -ir 
g.​ Suffixes -y, -ous 
h.​ Roots tele, graph, and photo 
i.​ Decoding - syllabification, schwa, morphemes, etymology, reading polysyllabic 

words, reading morphemic transformations, using word-part clues  
2.​ Unit 2 (Word Study) 
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a.​ Prefixes -de, -ex 
b.​ Suffixes -ion, -ation, -en 
c.​ Root - port  
d.​ Spelling polysyllabic words with affixes and/or roots 
e.​ Decoding - morphemes, polysyllabic words, using word-part clues  

3.​ Unit 3 (Word Study) 
a.​ Prefixes sub-, super-, trans- 
b.​ Roots - aud, phon, tract 
c.​ Spelling polysyllabic words with affixes and/or roots 
d.​ Decoding - morphemes, polysyllabic words, using word-part clues  

4.​ Unit 4 (Word Study) 
a.​ Prefixes un-, dis- non-, im-, in-, il-, ir-, auto- 
b.​ Suffix -ic, -al 
c.​ Roots bio, mot/mob 
d.​ Spelling polysyllabic words with affixes and/or roots 
e.​ Decoding - morphemes, polysyllabic words, using word-part clues  

5.​ Unit 5 (Word Study) 
a.​ Prefix multi- 
b.​ Suffix -ity 
c.​ Root vis/vid 
d.​ Spelling polysyllabic words with affixes and/or roots 
e.​ Decoding - morphemes, polysyllabic words, using word-part clues  

6.​ Unit 6 (Word Study) 
a.​ Prefixes mid-, semi- 
b.​ Root fac, spec, scope 
c.​ Spelling polysyllabic words with affixes and/or roots 
d.​ Decoding - morphemes, polysyllabic words, using word-part clues  

7.​ Unit 7 (Word Study) 
a.​ Prefixes, suffixes, and root review of all  
b.​ Spelling polysyllabic words with affixes and/or roots 
c.​ Decoding - morphemes, polysyllabic words, using word-part clues  

 
III.  Materials and Resources 

1.​ Being a Reader -Collaborative Classroom 
2.​ Orton Gillngham - IMSE  

  
IV.  Measurable Objectives 

1.​ Students will study weekly spelling strategies according to spelling rules, prefixes, 
suffixes, homophones, etc 

2.​ Students will deepen their content understanding through incorporation of related spelling 
and vocabulary words in Social Studies and Science units. 

3.​ Students will increase their recognition of correct spelling through the editing of their 
own written work.   

  
V.  Assessments 
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1.​ Daily written work, both self-chosen topics and teacher-directed prompts 
2.​ Informal diagnostic quizzes and assessments 

Writing 
Fourth grade uses the “Being a Writer” Collaborative Classroom curriculum which provides a 
continuum of instruction that supports students to become proficient writers through 
comprehensive instruction in writing skills and strategies (including process, craft, organization, 
grammar, and conventions). They also receive direct instruction in writing about reading, 
genre-specific writing skills, vocabulary, writing digitally, and research skills.  
  
II.  Course Outline 

1.​ Unit 1 - The Classroom Community  
a.​ Become familiar with writing notebooks 
b.​ Discuss reasons for writing 
c.​ Learn about why a professional author writes 
d.​ Listen to and discuss stories 
e.​ Explore examples of nonbook writing 
f.​ Quick write about interesting nonfiction topics, questions about nonfiction topics, 

nonbook writing, events in own life 
g.​ Learn and practice prewriting techniques 
h.​ Confer in pairs 
i.​ Discuss model sentences  
j.​ Write complete sentences 
k.​ Write freely 

 
2.​ Unit 2 - The Writing Process 

a.​ Listen to and discuss interviews 
b.​ Review drafts and select one to develop 
c.​ Reread drafts critically 
d.​ Complete, type, and revise drafts 
e.​ Remove extra information and revise confusing parts  
f.​ Confer in pairs 
g.​ Learn a procedure for initiating pair conferences and confer in pairs 
h.​ Discuss model sentences 
i.​ Correct run-on sentences 
j.​ Become familiar with the proofreading checklist 
k.​ Review complete sentences, sentence fragments, and run-on sentences 
l.​ Learn how to use spell-check 
m.​ Proofread drafts for spelling, misused words, capitalization, complete sentences, 

sentence fragments, and run-on sentences 
n.​ Present published pieces from the Author’s Chair 
o.​ Reflect on taking writing from an idea to a published piece 

 
3.​ Personal Narratives  

a.​ Listen to, discuss and draft personal narratives 
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b.​ Quick write about early memories and special objects, favorite foods using 
sensory details, and lessons learned  

c.​ Review pronouns  
d.​ Use pronoun-noun agreement in sentences 
e.​ Write freely 
f.​ Discuss transitional words and phrases 
g.​ Analyze temporal words and phrases in a personal narrative  
h.​ Review verbs 
i.​ Discuss model sentences 
j.​ Use progressive tense in sentences 
k.​ Reread drafts critically and using sensory detail 
l.​ Discuss strong opening and closing sentences 
m.​ Proofread drafts for spelling, misused words, capitalization, complete sentences, 

sentence fragments, run-on sentences, and pronoun-noun agreement  
n.​ Finish writing and proofreading personal narratives 
o.​ Share and present published pieces from the Author’s Chair 

 
4.​ Fiction 

a.​ Listen to, discuss, and draft fiction  
b.​ Discuss character, setting, plot, and challenge or problem  
c.​ Discuss characters’ thoughts, feelings, and actions 
d.​ Write and punctuate dialogue using commas and quotation marks 
e.​ Quick write about characters in disguise and unexpected events that can happen in 

a story, characters’ speech and actions, challenges or problems 
f.​ Learning about coordinating conjunction and, but, and or  
g.​ Write compound and complex sentences 
h.​ Discuss first person and third person points of view 
i.​ Write consistently from a single point of view 
j.​ Learn about subordinating conjunctions after, while, and because 
k.​ Review fiction drafts and choose one to finish and develop 
l.​ Complete, type, and revise drafts 
m.​ Remove extra information and revise confusing parts 
n.​ Discuss prepositional phrases and transitional words and phrases 
o.​ Use temporal words and phrases 
p.​ Review adjectives and first and third person points of view 
q.​ Discuss model sentences 
r.​ Reread drafts critically 
s.​ Revise drafts for sensory details, narrator and strong endings  
t.​ Use the relative adverbs when, where, and why in sentences  
u.​ Self-assess and revise drafts based on self-assessments 
v.​ Initiate pair conferences and confer in pairs 
w.​ Review complete sentences, sentence fragments, and run-on sentences and 

proofread drafts for them 
x.​ Share and present published pieces from the Author’s chair  
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5.​ Expository Nonfiction 
a.​ Listen to and discuss parts of nonfiction books 
b.​ Discuss and write about inventions 
c.​ Write sentences with modal auxiliary verbs can, may, and must  
d.​ Listen to and discuss a digital article and web page 
e.​ Write about nonfiction reading 
f.​ Select inventions to research and write about  
g.​ Do pre-research writing 
h.​ Learn about the coordinating conjunctions so, yet, and for 
i.​ Search and evaluate web pages 
j.​ Create shared research documents 
k.​ Determine research questions 
l.​ Read web pages about selected inventions and take notes 
m.​ Learn about subordinating conjunctions when, before, and if 
n.​ Write complex sentences 
o.​ Review pre-research writing and notes 
p.​ Read web pages about inventions and take notes 
q.​ Identify subtopics for reports and group notes by subtopic 
r.​ Discuss organizing information by sequence and description 
s.​ Organize notes 
t.​ Use relative pronouns who, whom, whose, and that in sentences 
u.​ Discuss audience and purpose 
v.​ Discuss paragraphing 
w.​ Draft subtopic paragraphs 
x.​ Discuss and use transitional words and phrases 
y.​ Put subtopic sections in order 
z.​ Read and discuss the introduction and conclusion to an informational report 
aa.​Draft introductions and conclusions 
bb.​Discuss and use precise language in nonfiction 
cc.​Analyze drafts for imprecise language, interest, clarity, and completeness 
dd.​Confer in groups 
ee.​Revise drafts 
ff.​ Proofread drafts for spelling, misused words, and capitalization 
gg.​Review complete sentences, sentence fragments, and run-on sentences and 

proofread drafts for them  
hh.​Transfer proofread drafts to slides 
ii.​ Discuss images in nonfiction texts 
jj.​ Add images to the slides 
kk.​Present published reports from the Author’s chair 
ll.​ Reflect on writing nonfiction 

 
6.​ Opinion Writing 

a.​ Listen to and discuss a fiction book and persuasive essay 
b.​ Identify opinions and reasons in the story  
c.​ Discuss audience and author's purpose 
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d.​ Think about, quick write, and write about opinions 
e.​ Learn about differences between formal and informal language 
f.​ Write sentences using formal language  
g.​ Read persuasive essay and discuss the structure of the essay 
h.​ Discuss the reasons in body paragraphs, audience, author’s purpose, the structure 

of the essay, and paragraphing 
i.​ Write about opinions 
j.​ Select topics for persuasive essays 
k.​ Create concept maps 
l.​ Draft persuasive essays 
m.​ Read and discuss opening paragraphs and conclusions of persuasive essays 
n.​ Analyze opening paragraphs of drafts 
o.​ Type and revise drafts 
p.​ Discuss how authors use reasons to support opinions 
q.​ Analyze and revise drafts to include reasons, facts, and details 
r.​ Discuss and use transitional words and phrases 
s.​ Revise conclusions and complete drafts 
t.​ Revise drafts based on partner feedback 
u.​ Reread drafts critically  
v.​ Replace imprecise words 
w.​ Review proofreading checklist 
x.​ Proofread drafts for spelling, misused words, capitalization, complete sentences, 

sentence fragments, and run-on sentences 
y.​ Revise drafts for correct paragraphing  
z.​ Finish writing and proofreading essays 
aa.​Share and present published essays from the Author’s chair 

 
7.​ Poetry 

a.​ Listen to, discuss, compare, and draft poems 
b.​ Discuss characteristics of poetry including personification, meaning, metaphor, 

precise verbs, alliteration, rhyme, sensory details, repetition and variation, form, 
simile, specific rules, message, and direct address 

c.​ Quick write about feelings, being an animal, words, and directions 
d.​ Review poems by other poets 
e.​ Confer in pairs 
f.​ Review poetry drafts and select one 
g.​ Reread drafts critically 
h.​ Review capitalization and punctuation 
i.​ Revise and proofread drafts 
j.​ Reflect on creativity  
k.​ Watch and discuss a video 
l.​ Explore and discuss features of collages 
m.​ Create and finish collages of poems 
n.​ Explore and discuss features of performance 
o.​ Rehearse performances of poems and perform poems 
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p.​ Discuss poetry 
 

8.​ Revisiting Classroom Community 
a.​ Review writing and reflect on growth 
b.​ Write about growth as writers 
c.​ Review and discuss the writing process 
d.​ Discuss genres 
e.​ Write letters to next year’s class 
f.​ Review texts and write about favorite authors 
g.​ Learn about writing habits of professional authors 
h.​ Plan summer writing 
i.​ Discuss and write about the classroom community 

 
III.  Materials and Resources 
 
“Being a Writer” by Collaborative Classroom includes a variety of books, texts, and other 
resources including, but not limited to: 
1. Dreamers – Yuyi Morales 
2. "Why Dreamers?" – Video 
3. Grandma’s Gift – Eric Velasquez 
4. "About Eric Velasquez" – Carrie Gentner 
5. "Interview with Eric Velasquez" – Video 
6. Do You Know Where the Animals Live? Discovering the Incredible Creatures All Around Us – 
Peter Wohlleben 
7. "Jeff Kinney’s Writing Process" – Adapted by Collaborative Classroom from NBC News 
Learn 
8. "Image of Joe Louis" – Image 
9. "First Days” and “Joe Louis” from Childtimes: A Three-Generation Memoir – Eloise 
Greenfield and Lessie Jones Little 
10. "Image of Bison" – Image 
11. "Buffalo" – Ralph Fletcher 
12. "Writing With Ralph Session #1" – Video 
13. "Hot Rolls,” “Jumpin’ Sally,” and “Learning the Hard Way” from Childtimes: A 
Three-Generation Memoir – Eloise Greenfield and Lessie Jones Little 
14. "Marsh Field" – Ralph Fletcher 
15. "Writing With Ralph Session #2" – Video 
16. Federico and the Wolf – Rebecca J. Gomez 
17. The Jasmine Sneeze – Nadine Kaadan 
18. Ho‘onani Hula Warrior – Heather Gale 
19. "Excerpts from ‘A Place in the Middle’" – Video 
20. "A Girl’s Best Friend” from The Hero Next Door – Cynthia Leitich Smith 
21. "Excerpts from an Interview with Nadine Kaadan" – Center for the Collaborative Classroom 
22. Girls Think of Everything: Stories of Ingenious Inventions by Women – Catherine Thimmesh 
23. Mistakes That Worked: The World’s Familiar Inventions and How They Came to Be – 
Charlotte Foltz Jones 
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24. "Bicycle Facts for Kids" – Kiddle Encyclopedia 
25. "Crayons" – Center for the Collaborative Classroom 
26. Dr. Coo and the Pigeon Protest – Sarah Hampson 
27. "Bugs Are Creepy" – Center for the Collaborative Classroom 
28. "Insects Are Amazing" – Center for the Collaborative Classroom 
29. "Image of Bike Lane" – Image 
30. "Communities Need More Bike Lanes" – Center for the Collaborative Classroom 
31. "Image of School Uniforms" – Image 
32. "School Uniforms: The Way to Go" – Center for the Collaborative Classroom 
33. "School Uniforms? No Way!" – Center for the Collaborative Classroom 
34. "Winter Poem" – Nikki Giovanni 
35. "Untitled" – Dohee Kim 
36. "Chrysalis" – Video 
37. "Winter Poem" – Video 
38. "Untitled" – Nikki Grimes 
39. "PIGEON" – Nikki Grimes 
40. "Collage of Nikki Grimes’s Two Poems" – Image 
41. "Untitled" – Christine M. Krishnasami 
42. "Jaguar" – Francisco X. Alarcón 
43. "The Giraffe" – Ron Padgett 
44. "Excerpt from ‘Lament for Syria’" – Amineh Abou Kerech 
45. "Warning" – Maw Shein Win 
46. "Maw Shein Win: Poetry Reading and Conversation" – Video 
47. "Your Safety in Mountain Lion Habitat" – National Park Service 
48. "I Think I’ll Call It Morning" – Gil Scott-Heron 
49. "Firefly Experience" – Video 
50. "Fireflies" – José Juan Tablada 
51. "Freedom" – Irene Latham 
52. “Breakfast” - Linda Sue Park 
53. “Mosquito” - Valerie Worth 
54. “I think I’ll call it Morning” - Video 
55. “Spoken Word” - Video 
56. “Maw Shein Win: Advice about Performing Poetry” - Video 
57. “Rainbow in the Cloud” - Video 
  
IV.  Measurable Objectives 

1.​ Students will identify and explain various purposes for writing, including those of 
professional authors. 

2.​ Students will maintain an organized writing notebook and complete quick writes across 
genres. 

3.​ Students will engage in prewriting, drafting, and revision strategies for multiple types of 
writing. 

4.​ Students will participate in peer conferences and respond to feedback to improve their 
writing. 
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5.​ Students will apply correct sentence structure, including complete sentences and 
avoidance of fragments and run-ons. 

6.​ Students will use appropriate grammar, including verb tenses, pronoun agreement, and 
conjunctions, in their writing. 

7.​ Students will proofread and edit their work using a checklist and digital tools like 
spell-check. 

8.​ Students will write a personal narrative that includes sensory details, a clear sequence, 
and a lesson learned. 

9.​ Students will compose a fictional story using narrative elements (character, setting, plot), 
dialogue, and point of view. 

10.​Students will conduct research using online sources and organize information into an 
expository report with subtopics. 

11.​Students will write an opinion essay that includes a clear thesis, supporting reasons, 
formal language, and transitions. 

12.​Students will compose and revise at least one original poem using poetic devices and 
appropriate form. 

13.​Students will present published writing from various genres (e.g., narrative, fiction, 
nonfiction, opinion, poetry) aloud to an audience. 

14.​Students will reflect in writing on their growth as writers and their experiences with the 
writing process. 

15.​Students will demonstrate knowledge of writing genres, favorite authors, and develop a 
personal writing plan. 

  
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Classroom participation, discussion, activities, projects 
2.​ Teacher observation 
3.​ Teacher/student conferencing during the editing process 
4.​ Formative and Summative Assessment Rubrics - Being a Reader 

 

●​ Mathematics Curriculum Information 
I.  Overview 
The fourth-grade math program is centered on Math in Focus and is organized into six 
mathematical content strands that cover a number of skills and concepts.  Support also springs 
from an online skill-building program called IXL Learning, skill-based games, and 
teacher-created materials.  The program is rich yet balanced, with attention to numeration and 
computation without neglecting geometry, data, and algebraic thinking.  Fourth grade builds on 
and extends concept understanding so that students approach new challenges from a firmly 
stabilized foundation. Teachers create unit pretests to identify student-learning needs and then 
group students with similar needs, ultimately building confidence and self-reliance. These 
student groups are flexible from unit to unit to accommodate different need profiles. 
  
II.  Course Outline 



63 

Fourth grade Math in Focus emphasizes the following content strands: numeration, 
operations/computation, patterns/functions/algebra, measurement/reference frames, data/chance, 
and geometry. 
 
Within these content strands, Stepping Stones emphasizes a problem-solving approach that helps 
develop critical thinking, mathematical communication, frequent practice of basic skills, and 
activities that explore a wide variety of mathematical content and offers opportunities for 
students to apply their knowledge. 
The primary units of study for fourth grade math include: 

1.​ Number and Numeration 
2.​ Operations and Computation 
3.​ Patterns, Functions, and Algebra 
4.​ Measurement and Reference Frames 
5.​ Data and Chance 
6.​ Geometry 

  
III.  Materials and Resources 
Stepping Stones, teacher edition and student workbooks 
Calculators 
Rulers, protractors, and compasses 
Pattern blocks, place value chips, base 10 blocks, and other manipulatives 
Commercially available and teacher-created games and activities 
Graphic Organizers, such as Thinking Maps 
IXL Learning 
Multi-sensory math materials and resources 
 
  
IV.  Measurable Objectives 
Number and Numeration 

1.​ Whole Numbers 
a.​ Read and write numbers to 100,000                       ​  
b.​ Identify place value in numbers to 100,000 
c.​ Name the values of digits in numbers to 100,000 
d.​ Make exchanges among place values 
e.​ Compare larger numbers 
f.​ Find equivalent names for numbers 

2.​ Decimals 
a.​ Explore uses of decimals 
b.​ Model decimals with base ten materials 
c.​ Compare and round decimals up to hundredths 

3.​ Fractions 
a.​ Identify fractional parts of a region and of a set 
b.​ Rename a fraction as a decimal 
c.​ Rename improper fractions as mixed numbers 
d.​ Compare and order fractions 
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Operations and Computation 

1.​ Addition and Subtraction 
a.​ Solve addition and subtraction number stories 
b.​ Practice basic facts 
c.​ Practice extensions of basic facts 
d.​ Use mental arithmetic to add/subtract 
e.​ Add/subtract multi-digit numbers 
f.​ Use estimation to add/subtract 
g.​ Use addition/subtraction algorithms 
h.​ Add and subtract decimals 
i.​ Add and subtract proper, improper, and mixed number fractions 

2.​ Multiplication and Division 
a.​ Practice multiplication/division facts 
b.​ Investigate relationships between multiplication/division 
c.​ Memorization of multiplication facts 
d.​ Use mental arithmetic to multiply/divide 
e.​ Solve multi-digit multiplication/division problems 
f.​ Find factors and multiples of numbers 

  
Patterns, Functions, and Algebra 

1.​ Number Patterns 
a.​ Find patterns in addition and subtraction facts 
b.​ Find patterns in multiplication and division facts 
c.​ Find patterns in decimal numbers 
d.​ Find equivalent names for numbers 

2.​ Number Sentences and Equations 
a.​ Write/solve addition and subtraction number sentences 
b.​ Write/solve multiplication and division number sentences 

  
Measurement and Reference Frames 

1.​ Length 
a.​ Measure to the nearest ¼ inch 
b.​ Measure to the nearest ½ cm 
c.​ Convert units within metric and customary systems 
d.​ Identify and compute area and perimeter of squares and rectangles 

2.​ Weight 
a.​ Measure with customary and metric units of weight 
b.​ Convert units within metric and customary systems 

3.​ Time 
a.​ Solve time number stories 
b.​ Tell time to the nearest minute 

  
Data and Chance 

1.​ Data 
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a.​ Make tally charts, bar graphs, line plots, etc. 
b.​ Interpret tables, graphs, and maps and use data in problem solving 
c.​ Summarize and interpret data with statistical landmarks 

2.​ Probability/Chance 
a.​ Identify events as likely, unlikely, certain, impossible 
b.​ Represent likelihood as a fraction 

  
Geometry 

1.​ Polygons 
a.​ Identify properties of squares and rectangles 
b.​ Construct/draw squares and rectangles 
c.​ Explore similarities and differences among quadrilaterals 
d.​ Classify quadrilaterals according to side and angle properties 

 
2.​ Points, lines, and angles 

a.​ Identify and name angles 
b.​ Measure and compare angles with a protractor 
c.​ Identify line segments, lines, and rays 
d.​ Identify and draw parallel and perpendicular lines 

  
V.  Assessments 

●​ Teacher observation 
●​ Unit evaluations to check progress 
●​ Classroom activities, participation, and discussions 
●​ Teacher evaluation of daily activities from Math in Focus workbooks 
●​ Assignment and checking of homework 
●​ Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) 

 

●​ Science 
I.  Overview 
The goals of fourth grade science are to encourage curiosity in the surrounding world, to develop 
tools and a mindset for scientific inquiry, and to make connections throughout student learning. 
We use the Mystery Science program, which is a hands-on curriculum that is fully aligned with 
the Colorado Science Standards of Learning (2020). Mystery Science’s units of study contain: 
Hands-on, easy-prep activities with EVERY lesson, engaging, real-world investigative 
phenomena, thoughtful discussions to build background knowledge, lesson & unit assessments to 
evaluate comprehension, and curated, cross-curricular extensions. 
 
II.  Course Outline​  

1.​ Human body, vision, and the brain 
a.​ Muscles and skeleton 
b.​ Light, eyes, and vision 
c.​ Structure and function of eyes 
d.​ Brain, nerves, and information processing 
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2.​ Animal and plant adaptations 
a.​ Animal adaptations 
b.​ Learned behavior and instinct 
c.​ Plant adaptations 

3.​ Earth’s features and processes 
a.​ Volcanoes and patterns of earth’s features 
b.​ Volcanoes and rock cycle 
c.​ Weathering and Erosion 
d.​ Sedimentary rocks and fossils 
e.​ Erosion, natural hazards, and engineering 

4.​ Sound, waves, and communication   
a.​ Pattern transfer and technology 
b.​ Sound, vibration, and engineering 
c.​ Sound and vibrations 
d.​ Sound waves and wavelength 

5.​ Energy and Energy transfer 
a.​ Speed and energy 
b.​ Gravitational energy, speed, and collisions 
c.​ Collisions and energy transfer 
d.​ Energy transfer and engineering 

6.​ Electricity, light, and heat  
a.​ Renewable energy and natural resources 
b.​ Electrical energy 
c.​ Heat energy and energy transfer  

 
III.  Materials and Resources 

1.​ Mystery Science video lessons  
2.​ Mystery Science hands on activities and experiments 
3.​ Supplemental articles, videos, and resources  
4.​ Aligned passion project work  

 
IV.  Measurable Objectives 

1.​ Students will construct an argument that plants and animals have internal and external 
structures that function together in a system to support survival, growth, behavior, and 
reproduction. 

2.​ Students will develop a model to describe that light reflecting from objects and entering 
the eye allows objects to be seen. 

3.​ Students will use a model to describe that animals receive different types of information 
through their senses, process the information in their brain, and respond to the 
information in different ways.  

4.​ Students will analyze and interpret data from maps to describe patterns of Earth’s 
features. 

5.​ Students will identify evidence from patterns in rock formations and fossils in rock layers 
to support an explanation for changes in a landscape over time. 
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6.​ Students will make observations and/or measurements to provide evidence of the effects 
of weathering or the rate of erosion by water, ice, wind, or vegetation. 

7.​ Students will generate and compare multiple solutions to reduce the impacts of natural 
Earth processes on humans. 

8.​ Students will generate and compare multiple solutions that use patterns to transmit 
information. 

9.​ Students will develop a model of waves to describe patterns in terms of amplitude and 
wavelength and that waves can cause objects to move. 

10.​Students will use evidence to construct an explanation relating the speed of an object to 
the energy of that object. 

11.​Students will ask questions and predict outcomes about the changes in energy that occur 
when objects collide.  

12.​Students will apply scientific ideas to design, test, and refine a device that converts 
energy from one form to another. 

13.​Students will obtain and combine information to describe that energy and fuels are 
derived from natural resources and their uses affect the environment.  

14.​Students will make observations to provide evidence that energy can be transferred from 
place to place by sound, light, heat, and electric currents.  

15.​Students will apply scientific ideas to design, test, and refine a device that converts 
energy from one form to another. 

  
V.  Assessments 

●​ Classroom participation, discussions, activities, and projects 
●​ Teacher observation 
●​ Mystery Science assessments  
●​ Self-reflection based on project rubrics 

 

●​ Social Studies Curriculum Information 
Overview 
Aspects of fourth grade Social Studies are integrated with other curricular areas, including 
Language Arts, Math, and Science.  The topics discussed are used as springboards for student 
reading, writing, and research papers.  Many of the topics covered are taught through thematic 
approaches. 
 
II.  Course Outline 

1.​ Geography 
a.​ Spatial sense and map reading skills 
b.​ U.S. fifty states  

2.​ Early North America including Native American Regions and Tribes and Early European 
Exploration 

a.​ Understanding Native American tribes and regions 
b.​ Understanding daily life of explorers at sea 
c.​ Understanding funding, navigation tools and resources needed for a journey 
d.​ Understanding the impact of exploration on indigenous Native American groups 
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3.​ Current Events 
4.​ Various U.S. historical events and periods integrated into other lessons (for example, 

        ​ biographies of famous people) 
  
III.  Materials and Resources 

1.​ Maps, globes, atlases 
2.​ U.S. state-focused library books for research 
3.​ Various library and classroom books for historical content 
4.​ Teacher-created materials 
5.​ Newspapers and web articles 
6.​ Potential field trips to museums, depending on exhibit offerings 
7.​ Graphic organizers 

  
IV.  Measurable Objectives 

1.​ Geography  
a.​ Students will identify the equator and the prime meridian on maps and globes.  
b.​ Students will identify locations for given latitudes and longitudes and find latitude 

and longitude for given locations. 
c.​ Students will also use coordinates to plot points on a map or grid. 
d.​ Students will identify, locate, and label the fifty states. 
e.​ Students will research a chosen state. 

2.​ Early European Exploration 
a.​ Students will demonstrate their understanding of the following topics 

i.​ Daily life of explorers at sea 
ii.​ European countries associated with exploration 

iii.​ Reasons for exploration 
iv.​ Funding and resources needed for a journey 
v.​ Impact of exploration on Native American groups 

b.​ Students will work in groups to research the life of an explorer. 
c.​ Each group will present on an Ancient civilization group and study Indigenous art 

 Current Events 
d.​ Students will share and discuss events happening that are of local, state, national, 

or international importance as they relate to topics of study or interest. 
3.​ Biography 

a.​ Students will choose a famous person from history to research. They will present 
their 

b.​ learning in visual and written form, identifying the significance of that person’s 
life. 

c.​ Various biographies will be used to discuss social-emotional topics (for example, 
character traits) and integrated with other content objectives. 

  
V.  Assessments  

1.​ Classroom participation and discussion  
2.​ Teacher observation 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3.​ Classroom activities and projects  
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Fifth Grade 
I.​ Fifth Grade Overview 

Fifth grade marks a pivotal year of academic and personal growth as students become the leaders 
and oldest members of the Lower School community and prepare for their transition to Middle 
School. Emphasizing a balance of intellectual rigor and character development, students continue 
to build on foundational skills in math, language arts, science, and social studies while fostering 
independence, critical thinking, and collaboration. Fifth graders engage in hands-on projects, 
interdisciplinary learning, and leadership opportunities that prepare them to be lifelong learners. 
Students are encouraged to take ownership of their learning and grow as confident, curious, 
compassionate individuals, who are fully prepared to take on the challenges and opportunities 
ahead.  

II. Language Arts Curriculum Information 
 
Reading:  
I.  Overview 
Fifth grade uses the “Being a Reader” Collaborative Classroom curriculum. Whole class reading 
lessons are structured around carefully selected complex texts from multiple genres, including 
fiction, narrative nonfiction, expository nonfiction, persuasive nonfiction, poetry, and drama. Teh 
curriculum introduces the students to a wide variety of texts and genres giving them exposure to 
grade and age appropriate academic vocabulary and varied language structures. Engaging with 
texts from different genres also allows the students to learn about elements or features of each 
genre and the ways in which authors of certain genres tend to organize information. By varying 
the genres and types of text the students read, and building on concepts, skills, and strategies 
learned in previous grade levels, they are introduced to a variety of topics and are given 
opportunities to consider varied perspectives. Reading lessons also include Individualized Daily 
Reading, a time during which the students can participate in different activities as their reading 
and social skills develop or as needs are identified; activities include independent reading, 
small-group reading, individual reading conferences with the teacher, and student-led book 
clubs. Our curriculum aligns with standards for reading, speaking and listening, and language.  
  
II.  Course Outline 

1.​ Unit 1: The Classroom Community 
a.​ Characteristics of nonfiction 
b.​ Learn about Independent Daily Reading  
c.​ Learn about text selection 
d.​ Practice self-monitoring and fix-up strategies 
e.​ Learn about reading conferences 
f.​ Use and discuss text features 
g.​ Text-to-self connections 
h.​ Questioning 
i.​ Identify and discuss theme 
j.​ Learn about and practice reading journal entries 
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2.​ Unit 2: Strategy Development and Generating Independent Thinking 
a.​ Characteristics and elements of fiction 
b.​ Making and confirming predictions 
c.​ Inferencing 
d.​ Reading conferences 
e.​ Important events 
f.​ Character traits 
g.​ Expository nonfiction texts 
h.​ Summarizing 
i.​ Synthesizing information from nonfiction texts 

 
3.​ Fiction 

a.​ Narrator point of view 
b.​ Structure of fiction 
c.​ Identify and discuss story elements 
d.​ Identify and discuss theme 
e.​ Practice reading strategies–making connections, inferencing, questioning, 

predictions 
 

4.​ Narrative Nonfiction 
a.​ Structure of a biography: explorers 
b.​ Traits and motivations 
c.​ Identify and discuss theme 
d.​ Practice reading strategies–inferencing, making connections, visualizing, 

synthesizing 
e.​ Online research skills 
f.​ Written conversations 
g.​ Compare and contrast 

 
5.​ Expository Nonfiction 

a.​ Determine and distinguish between  important ideas and supporting details 
b.​ Practice reading strategies–questioning, determining importance, summarizing, 

synthesizing, making connections 
c.​ Nonfiction text features 
d.​ Problem and solution 
e.​ Compare and contrast using venn diagrams 

 
6.​ Persuasive Nonfiction 

a.​ Structure of a persuasive text 
b.​ Fact and Opinion 
c.​ Opinions and supporting evidence 
d.​ Cause and effect 
e.​ Ways authors persuade 
f.​ Author’s purpose and audience 
g.​ Examine and discuss differing opinions and points of view 
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h.​ Review text organization: sequence, compare and contrast, problem and solution 
 

7.​ Unit 7: Drama 
a.​ Features of plays 
b.​ Practice reading strategies: inferencing, making and confirming predictions, 

questioning, visualizing, determining importance 
c.​ Review story elements 
d.​ Review theme 
e.​ Stage directions and dialogue 
f.​ Highlighting lines and following a script 
g.​ Reading aloud fluently and with expression 
h.​ Performing a dramatic reading of a play 
i.​ Listening to and discussing poetry 
j.​ Reading and creating infographics 

 
III.  Materials and Resources 

“Being a Reader” by Collaborative Classroom includes a variety of books, texts, and 
other resources including, but not limited to: 

     Unit 1: The Classroom Community 
·   ​ Because — Mo Willems, illustrated by Amber Ren 
·   ​ Turning Pages: My Life Story — Sonia Sotomayor, illustrated by Lulu Delacre 
·   ​ The Cat Man of Aleppo — Irene Latham and Karim Shamsi-Basha, illustrated by Yuko 
Shimizu 
·   ​ Off to Class: Incredible and Unusual Schools Around the World — Susan Hughes 
·   ​ The Tragic Tale of the Great Auk — Jan Thornhill 
·   ​ Be the Change: A Grandfather Gandhi Story — Arun Gandhi and Bethany Hegedus, 
illustrated by Evan Turk 
·   ​ The Storyteller (for reteaching lesson) — Evan Turk 

Unit 2: Strategy Development and Generating Independent Thinking 

·   ​ Tani’s Search for the Heart — Keith Egawa and Chenoa Egawa 
·   ​ Look Both Ways: A Tale Told in Ten Blocks — Jason Reynolds 
·   ​ Wangari Maathai: The Woman Who Planted Millions of Trees — Franck Prévot, 
illustrated by Aurélia Fronty 

Unit 3: Focus on Fiction 

·   ​ The Night Diary — Veera Hiranandani 
·   ​ Reina Madrid (from The Hero Next Door) — R. J. Palacio, edited by Olugbemisola 
Rhuday-Perkovich (for reteaching) 

Unit 4: Focus on Narrative Nonfiction 
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·   ​ Sharuko: El Arqueólogo Peruano / Peruvian Archaeologist Julio C. Tello — Monica 
Brown, illustrated by Elisa Chavarri 
·   ​ Life in the Ocean: The Story of Oceanographer Sylvia Earle — Claire A. Nivola 
·   ​ I, Matthew Henson: Polar Explorer — Carole Boston Weatherford, illustrated by Eric 
Velasquez 
·   ​ The Journey of York: The Unsung Hero of the Lewis and Clark Expedition — Hasan 
Davis, illustrated by Alleanna Harris (for reteaching) 

Unit 5: Focus on Expository Nonfiction 

·   ​ The Woolly Monkey Mysteries — Sandra Markle 
·   ​ Bionic Beasts: Saving Animal Lives with Artificial Flippers, Legs, and Beaks — Jolene 
Gutiérrez 
·   ​ Bringing Back the Giant Panda — Ruth Daly 

Unit 6: Focus on Persuasive Nonfiction 

·   ​ Is Social Media Good for Society? — TIME for Kids 
·   ​ Save the Penny! — Seth Lorinczi 
·   ​ Retire the Penny! — Seth Lorinczi 
·   ​ End the Cell Phone Ban — Amy Helfer 
·   ​ Keep the Ban on Cell Phone Use at School — Amy Helfer 
·   ​ A Hard Look at Plastic Straw Bans — John Lui 
·   ​ Plastic Straw Bans: A Necessary Step — John Lui 
·   ​ Shorten the School Week! — Seth Lorinczi (for reteaching) 

Unit 7: Focus on Drama 

·   ​ Cucarachas — Rosemary Frisino Toohey 

Book Clubs 

·   ​ Nathaniel Fludd, Beastologist: Flight of the Phoenix — R. L. LaFevers, illustrated by 
Kelly Murphy 
·   ​ On My Block: Stories and Paintings by Fifteen Artists — Edited by Dana Goldberg 
·   ​ The Top of the World: Climbing Mount Everest — Steve Jenkins 

·   How Tía Lola Came to Visit Stay — Julia Alvarez 
·   ​ Runt — Marion Dane Bauer 
·   ​ The Great American Dust Bowl — Don Brown 

      Additional Texts in the Program 
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·   ​ 10 Ways Reading Improves Your Mind and Body (infographic) 
·   ​ Word Collection — Amy Ludwig VanDerwater 
·   ​ Amazing Auntie Anne — Cynthia Leitich Smith 
·   ​ La visita — Margarita Engle 
·   ​ The Broom Dog — Jason Reynolds 
·   ​ The Green Belt Movement — Carlos Quinteros III 
·   ​ Beautiful Town — Misuzu Kaneko 
·   ​ Flowers — Eloise Greenfield 
·   ​ Moon — Nikki Grimes 
·   ​ Quilt — Janet Wong 
·   ​ Song to Mothers — Pat Mora 
·   ​ Untitled Poem — Nikki Grimes 
·   ​ Matthew Henson: American Polar Explorer — Nellie Huang 
·   ​ Junko Tabei — Linda Skeers 
·   ​ Asian and African Elephants — Amy Helfer 
·   ​ The Gorilla Doctors — Amy Helfer 
·   ​ Rainforest — Judith Wright 
·   ​ Lola’s New Flipper — from Bionic Beasts (for reteaching) 
·   ​ Dialogue — Charles Waters 
·   ​ Words are Birds — Francisco X. Alarcón 
·   ​ Today I Decided to Make Up a Word — Kenn Nesbitt 
·   ​ Shoe Talk — Shel Silverstein 
·   ​ Making a Place for Bikes — Elizabeth Preston 
·   ​ From Wild to Mild — Ellen R. Braaf 
·   ​ Top of the World — Tenzing Norgay 

IV.  Measurable Objectives 
1.​ Students will identify and compare characteristics of fiction, nonfiction, biography, and 

drama in at least two texts. 
2.​ Students will use text features (e.g., headings, captions, diagrams, infographics) to locate 

and explain information in nonfiction texts. 
3.​ Students will apply reading strategies (e.g., questioning, visualizing, making connections, 

inferring, determining important ideas, synthesizing, summarizing, making and 
confirming predictions) during guided and independent reading. 

4.​ Students will identify and explain story elements (character, setting, plot, conflict, and 
resolution) in fictional and dramatic texts. 

5.​ Students will determine the theme of a text and support it with at least two pieces of 
textual evidence. 

6.​ Students will write and revise a reading journal entry that reflects personal response and 
strategy use. 
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7.​ Students will summarize important events and themes in a fiction or nonfiction text in 
one paragraph. 

8.​ Students will identify the point of view in a text and explain how it influences the story or 
message. 

9.​ Students will identify the author's purpose and audience and explain how the author's 
craft is used to achieve this purpose. 

10.​Students will distinguish between main ideas and supporting details in nonfiction and 
persuasive texts. 

11.​Students will compare two texts (e.g., biography vs. narrative nonfiction or persuasive 
articles) using a Venn diagram. 

12.​Students will analyze and explain cause-and-effect or problem-solution structures in 
persuasive texts. 

13.​Students will participate in at least two written or verbal discussions about independent 
reading books. 

14.​Students will create a written book recommendation including an introduction, reasons, 
evidence, and conclusion. 

15.​Students will identify and explain the use of figurative language in a biography or poem. 
16.​Students will perform a dramatic reading of a play, using appropriate phrasing, 

expression, and attention to character voice. 
  
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Formative and Summative Assessment Rubrics - Being a Reader 
2.​ Comprehension questions and discussion 
3.​ Teacher observation and individual conferences with students 
4.​ Classroom activities, projects, discussions 
5.​ Measures of Academic Progress (MAP)  
6.​ DIBELS (Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills) 
7.​ ORF (Oral Reading Fluency) 

 
Spelling:  

I.​ Overview 
Spelling is taught in a variety of ways, including word study through Being a Reader and 
small group needs-based Orton Gillingham instruction. Fifth graders work on spelling 
patterns and rules, emphasizing morphology (word parts, roots, affixes). 
 

II.​ Course Outline 
1.​ Unit 1: The Classroom Community 

a.​ What is etymology? 
b.​ What are morphemes? 
c.​ What are affixes? 
d.​ Prefixes: sub-, trans-, super- 
e.​ Suffixes: -ic and -al 
f.​ Multiple meanings of words 
g.​ Negative prefixes: un-, dis-, im-, il-, non- 
h.​ Roots: scope, spec, vis/vid 
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i.​ Open and closed syllables 
j.​ Schwa 
k.​ How to read polysyllabic words 

 
2.​ Unit 2: Strategy Development and Generating Independent Thinking 

a.​ Suffixes: -ive, -ative, -itive 
b.​ Synonyms 
c.​ Suffixes: -ion, -ation, -sion 
d.​ Using an online thesaurus 
e.​ Prefixes: co-, col-, com-, con- 
f.​ Root: struct 
g.​ Homographs 

 
3.​ Unit 3: Fiction 

a.​ Homophones 
b.​ Suffixes: -ize, -ify 
c.​ Figurative language: similes, metaphors, personification 
d.​ Prefix: inter- 
e.​ Suffix: -ure 
f.​ Abstract and concrete nouns 
g.​ Roots: fract, frog, rupt 
h.​ Haiku 

 
4.​ Unit 4: Narrative Nonfiction 

a.​ Root: bio 
b.​ Suffixes: -logy, -ology 
c.​ Prefix: auto 
d.​ Root: mob/mot 
e.​ Suffix: -ity 
f.​ Figurative language: idioms 

 
5.​ Unit 5: Expository Nonfiction 

a.​ Roots: terr, geo, aqua, hydr, ject 
b.​ Parts of speech 
c.​ Poetry: theme, repetition, sensory details, found poetry 

 
6.​ Unit 6: Persuasive Nonfiction 

a.​ Prefixes: anti/ant-, contra-/counter- 
b.​ Roots: dict, scrib, script 
c.​ Proverbs and adages 

 
7.​ Unit 7: Drama 

a.​ Nouns and Adjectives related to -ic, -al, -ive, -ative, and -itive 
b.​ Portmanteaus 
c.​ Figurative language: alliteration, hink pinks, puns 
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III.  Materials and Resources 
1.​ Being a Reader -Collaborative Classroom 
2.​ Orton Gillngham - IMSE  

  
IV.  Measurable Objectives 

1.​ Students will study weekly spelling strategies according to spelling rules, prefixes, 
suffixes, homophones, etc 

2.​ Students will deepen their content understanding through incorporation of related spelling 
and vocabulary words in Social Studies and Science units. 

3.​ Students will increase their recognition of correct spelling through the editing of their 
own written work.   

  
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Daily written work, both self-chosen topics and teacher-directed prompts 
2.​ Informal diagnostic quizzes and assessments 
3.​ Weekly guided spelling assessments using the prefixes, suffixes, and roots from the 

weekly lessons 

Writing 
I.​ Overview 

Fifth grade uses the “Being a Writer” Collaborative Classroom curriculum which 
provides a continuum of instruction that supports students to become proficient writers 
through comprehensive instruction in writing skills and strategies (including process, 
craft, organization, grammar, and conventions). They also receive direct instruction in 
writing about reading, genre-specific writing skills, vocabulary, writing digitally, and 
research skills. Students also become published authors using Studentreasures Publishing 
software and creating their own soft and hardcover books.  

  
II.  Course Outline 

1.​ Unit 1: The Classroom Community  
a.​ Setting up Writing Notebooks 
b.​ Why do professional authors write? 
c.​ Free writing time expectations–Quick writes 
d.​ Nonfiction articles 
e.​ Stories and memories 
f.​ Prewriting techniques 
g.​ Narrative points of view 
h.​ Pair-conferencing procedures 
i.​ Complete sentences 

 
2.​ Unit 2: The Writing Process 

a.​ Reviewing drafts 
b.​ Using precise words 
c.​ Correcting run-on sentences 
d.​ Proofreading checklist 



78 

e.​ Author’s chair procedure 
 

3.​ Unit 3: Personal Narrative 
a.​ Verbs: Perfect Tense 
b.​ Practice using characteristics of personal narratives in writing 
c.​ Transitional words and phrases 
d.​ Temporal words and phrases 
e.​ Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense 
f.​ Adding sensory details in revisions 
g.​ Prepositional phrases 
h.​ Adjectives and adverbs 
i.​ Strong opening and closing sentences 

 
4.​ Unit 4: Fiction 

a.​ Discuss plot, characters, setting, and problem or challenge 
b.​ Coordinating conjunctions 
c.​ Practice using characteristics of fiction in writing 
d.​ Describing characters’ thoughts, feelings, and actions 
e.​ Writing and punctuating dialogue and interjections 
f.​ First-person and third-person points of view 
g.​ Subordinating conjunctions 
h.​ Complex sentences 
i.​ Commas 

 
5.​ Expository Nonfiction 

a.​ Read and analyze digital articles and web pages 
b.​ Searching for and evaluating web pages 
c.​ Creating shared research documents 
d.​ Determining research questions 
e.​ Taking notes on web pages 
f.​ Compound subjects, compound predicates, and appositives 
g.​ Identifying subtopics 
h.​ Organizing information by sequence and description 
i.​ Correlative conjunctions  
j.​ Audience and purpose 
k.​ Paragraphing 
l.​ Introductions and conclusions for informational reports 
m.​ Vocabulary and glossaries in nonfiction 
n.​ Creating a slide presentation 
o.​ Utilizing images in slide presentations 

 
6.​ Opinion Writing 

a.​ Structure of persuasive text: opinion and reasons 
b.​ Verb review 
c.​ Review author’s purpose and audience 
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d.​ Create concept maps 
e.​ Opening paragraphs of persuasive texts 
f.​ Organizing reasons, facts, and details from other sources 
g.​ Identify reasons and research questions 
h.​ Citing sources 
i.​ Conclusions of persuasive texts 

 
7.​ Poetry 

a.​ Characteristics of poetry: sensory details, repetition, form, figurative language 
b.​ More characteristics of poetry: Symbols, rhyme, direct address, onomatopoeia 
c.​ Broadsides, collages, performance of poetry 

 
8.​ Revisiting the Classroom Community 

a.​ Reviewing and reflecting on growth 
b.​ Discussing genres 
c.​ Writing letters to next year’s class 
d.​ Favorite authors 
e.​ Writing habits of professional authors 

 
III.  Materials and Resources 
 
Learning Without Tears Cursive Books 
 
“Being a Writer” by Collaborative Classroom includes a variety of books, texts, and other 
resources including, but not limited to: 

Unit 1: The Classroom Community 
·   ​ "Say Something!" by Peter H. Reynolds 
·   ​ "Turning Pages: My Life Story" by Sonia Sotomayor / illustrated by Lulu Delacre 
·   ​ "Stickmen’s Guide to Oceans in Layers" by Catherine Chambers / illustrated by John Paul de 
Quay 
·   ​ "Water Dance" by Thomas Locker 

Unit 2: The Writing Process 
·   ​ "Jason Reynolds’s Writing Process" by (video) 

Personal Narrative 
·   ​ "Perfectly Pan-Fried Tofu" by Charis June Lee 
·   ​ "Rattlesnake Mesa, The Runaways, and One Bead at a Time" by EdNah New Rider Weber 

Fiction 
·   ​ "The Cat from Hunger Mountain" by Ed Young 
·   ​ "The Boy Who Grew Flowers" by Jen Wojtowicz / illustrated by Steve Adams 
·   ​ "Look Both Ways" by Jason Reynolds 
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Expository Nonfiction 
·   ​ "Discover Saturn" by Georgia Beth 
·   ​ "Wildlife Worlds: North America" by Tim Harris 

Opinion Writing 
·   ​ "Shorten the School Week!" by Center for the Collaborative Classroom 
·   ​ "Real Books Are Best" by Center for the Collaborative Classroom 
·   ​ "Warning: Too Much Gaming Can Rot Your Brain" by Center for the Collaborative Classroom 
·   ​ "Expand Your Mind: Play Video Games!" by Center for the Collaborative Classroom 

Poetry 
·   ​ "I Want to Write" by Margaret Walker 
·   ​ "Untitled" by Jiyun Hwang 
·   ​ "Three Untitled Haiku" by Richard Wright 
·   ​ "A Tree" by Klara Koettner-Benigni 
·   ​ "A Tree Within" by Octavio Paz 
·   ​ "My Great Grand Uncle" by Tarapada Ray 
·   ​ "maggie and milly and molly and may" by e.e. cummings 
·   ​ "Excerpt from 'Caged Bird'" by Maya Angelou 
·   ​ "cagedbird" by giovanni singleton 
·   ​ "PERFORMANCE SCORE for cagedbird" by giovanni singleton 
·   ​ "Wonder World" by Dana Teen Lomax 
·   ​ "Words Free as Confetti" by Pat Mora 
·   ​ "Atta-Dude" by Sarvinder Naberhaus 
·   ​ "CREATE" by Irene Latham 
·   ​ "A Delicious Dream 1 and 2" by Lauren Inouye 

IV.  Measurable Objectives 
1.​ Students will identify and explain various purposes for writing, including those of 

professional authors. 
2.​ Students will maintain an organized writing notebook and complete quick writes across 

genres. 
3.​ Students will engage in prewriting, drafting, and revision strategies for multiple types of 

writing. 
4.​ Students will participate in peer conferences and respond to feedback to improve their 

writing. 
5.​ Students will apply correct sentence structure, including complete sentences and 

avoidance of fragments and run-ons. 
6.​ Students will use appropriate grammar, including verb tenses, pronoun agreement, and 

conjunctions, in their writing. 
7.​ Students will proofread and edit their work using a checklist and digital tools like 

spell-check. 
8.​ Students will write a personal narrative that includes sensory details, a clear sequence, 

and a lesson learned. 
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9.​ Students will compose and publish a fictional story using narrative elements (character, 
setting, plot), dialogue, and point of view. 

10.​Students will conduct research using online sources and organize information into an 
expository report with subtopics. 

11.​Students will write an opinion essay that includes a clear thesis, supporting reasons, 
formal language, and transitions. 

12.​Students will compose and revise at least one original poem using poetic devices and 
appropriate form. 

13.​Students will present published writing from various genres (e.g., narrative, fiction, 
nonfiction, opinion, poetry) aloud to an audience. 

14.​Students will reflect in writing on their growth as writers and their experiences with the 
writing process. 

15.​Students will demonstrate knowledge of writing genres, favorite authors, and develop a 
personal writing plan. 

  
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Classroom participation, discussion, activities, projects 
2.​ Teacher observation 
3.​ Teacher/student conferencing during the editing process 
4.​ Formative and Summative Assessment Rubrics - Being a Reader 

 

●​ Mathematics Curriculum Information 
I. Overview 
In fifth grade, we are working toward greater familiarity and facility with a wider range of 
numbers with the explicit goals of building fluidity and flexibility with numbers, strengthening 
our sense of what numbers mean, developing an ability to perform mental mathematics, and 
learning to look at the world to find patterns and make connections. Additionally, we explore and 
practice problem-solving strategies from the vantage point of deep and practical learning.  As 
new or expanded content is introduced, we work with concrete, pictorial, and abstract ways of 
understanding the material.  Work time varies among large-class teaching, small-group or partner 
instruction and practice, and individual work time.  We share problem-solving efforts, practicing 
notation and vocabulary that lets us communicate mathematically with each other.    
  
II. Course Outline  (Below are content areas of study that will be developed over the course of 
the year in a non-linear and integrated manner.) 

1.​ Place Value  
2.​ Whole Number Estimation and Operations 
3.​ Opposites and Absolute Value 
4.​ Order of Operations 
5.​ Fractions and Mixed Numbers Operations and Applications 
6.​ Decimals Operations and Applications Including Decimal-Fraction Conversions 
7.​ Percents  
8.​ Data Collection and Statistical Representation  
9.​ Geometric Application 
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a.​ Properties and Area of Quadrilaterals and Triangles 
b.​ Angles  
c.​ 3-dimensional solids: names, surface area, volume 

10.​Expressions and Equations 
 
 
III. Materials and Resources 

1.​ Math in Focus: the Singapore Approach (Published by Marshall Cavendish) 
2.​ IXL Learning web-based technology 
3.​ “Mashup Math” online materials 
4.​ Variety of supplementary material for remediation and enrichment 

  
IV. Measurable Objectives 
Students will: 

1.​ Use problem-solving strategies in everyday situations, using the tools of mathematics to      
develop critical thinking 

2.​ Engage in rich mathematical communication, which includes understanding and 
evaluation of mathematical concepts and processes 

3.​ Develop a sense of numbers by modeling, comparing, ordering, and understanding the 
relative size of numbers from thousandths through millions 

4.​ Identify factors, multiples, prime, and composite numbers 
5.​ Demonstrate meanings of rational numbers, fractions, mixed numbers, integers, decimals, 

percents, square numbers, and exponents 
6.​ Use order-of-operation rules in addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division 
7.​ Create, represent, describe, and analyze patterns in relationships in numbers 
8.​ Develop and use formulas for perimeter and area of rectangles, squares, and triangles; 

develop and use formulas for the surface area and volume of prisms 
9.​ Set up graphs, including bar graphs, circle graphs, line graphs, etc. 
10.​Compare and convert units of measure, e.g., inches, feet, yards, miles, in both metric and 

standard measurements 
11.​Estimate, measure, and draw angles using a protractor 
12.​Solve addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division problems 
13.​Demonstrate equivalences and simplification of proper fractions 
14.​Use substitution, inverse operations, and the special properties of one and zero to solve 

“system of equations” problems. 
  
V. Assessment 

1.​ Daily observation of skills and processes 
2.​ Regular homework evaluated for completion and understanding 
3.​ Formative and summative assessments to check understanding 
4.​ Occasional longer-term projects based on material studied in class 
5.​ Use of the IXL Learning online math program 
6.​ Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) 
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●​ Science  
I.  Overview 
The fifth grade science curriculum is intended to help students be motivated, engaged, and 
interested in science. Hands-on labs and activities are the foundation through which the content 
is taught.  Developing observation skills, creating data tables and graphs, and organizing lab 
reports are important skills that are reinforced throughout the year.  Students also learn the proper 
use of scientific equipment and units of measurement.  Some scientific areas that are studied 
during the fifth grade include nutrition, chemical reactions, water cycle, puberty, solar system, 
and Rube Goldberg machine engineering.   
  
II.  Course Outline 

1.​ Nutrition—5 food groups, caloric needs, 6 nutrients, reading food labels 
2.​ Chemical Reactions—mixtures, substances, acids, and bases 
3.​ Water Cycle—fresh, salt, groundwater, snow science, natural resources, water cycle, 

hurricanes, and floods 
4.​ Puberty—changes that occur to the body physically and emotionally during puberty 
5.​ Solar System—sun as a star, Earth’s rotation and revolution, seasons, lunar cycle, and 

wandering stars 
6.​ Rube Goldberg Project--Students use simple machines and engineering to create a Rube 

Goldberg machine 
  
III. Materials and Resources 
Online references—Mystery Science, Readworks, Newsela 
How to Teach Nutrition to Kids, Connie Liakos Evers, MS, RD 
  
IV. Measurable Objectives 

1.​ Students will use the scientific method successfully when constructing a written lab 
report. 

2.​ Students will use scientific measuring tools to gather and collect data (e.g., thermometers, 
metric rulers, cups, spoons, graduated cylinders). 

3.​ Identify what a variable is and the difference between dependent and independent 
variables. 

4.​ Follow directions in setting up and carrying out lab activities. 
5.​ Make observations. 
6.​ Collect and graph data in an organized manner. 
7.​ Take notes and write lab reports including a thorough discussion of the observations. 
8.​ Read and answer questions using online article databases. 
9.​ Plan and execute the engineering process with a cross-divisional team of collaborators for 

the Rube Goldberg Machine project 
  
V. Assessment 

1.​ Homework assignments 
2.​ Reinforcement exercises in response to reading assignments 
3.​ Cooperative learning projects and activities 
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4.​ Long-range projects and hands-on activities 
5.​ Science Notebook checks for note-taking and understanding 
6.​ Unit assessments 
7.​ Classroom presentations 

 

●​ Social Studies Curriculum Information 
I. Overview 
The fifth-grade social studies curriculum is divided among three main topics: Economics and 
politics, anchored by a field experience at AmeriTowne; the Celebration of World Cultures; and 
the American colonies and the American Revolutionary War.  We study history by reading 
primary and secondary sources, researching particular topics, presenting our findings to the class 
or the school community, engaging in simulations and other hands-on activities, following a 
historical fiction narrative related to the area of study, and discussing what we have discovered. 
  
II. Course Outline 
 
The Economics and Politics portion of the year includes a field trip to Young Ameritowne and 
participation in a simulation of a small town economy.  

1.​ What forms does money take?  How do we exchange money for goods and services? 
2.​ How do we choose our leaders?  What qualities make a good leader? 
3.​ How do businesses work?   
4.​ What is the purpose of a budget? 
5.​ How do we distinguish between wants and needs? 

 
The “Celebration of World Cultures” unit gives students the opportunity to choose a country they 
wish to learn about and research.  What they discover is shared with the Dawson community at 
our CWC Showcase. 

1.​ Where is my country located? 
2.​ What natural resources are present? 
3.​ Who leads my country? 
4.​ What are some key historical events from its past? 
5.​ How does its resources compare to those of the United States? 

 
The American History portion of the year looks at the following: 

1.​ How did regional variations affect the development of the original colonies? 
2.​ How did relationships between England and the colonies change over time? 
3.​ What were the key resources and disadvantages of the colonists? 
4.​ What were some important events in the War for Independence? 
5.​ What did Americans gain and lose as a result of the War for Independence? 

  
III. Materials and Resources 

1.​ Making Thirteen Colonies, Joy Hakim 
2.​ The American Revolution for Kids, Janis Herbert 
3.​ A wide variety of historical fiction and non-fiction books, as well as many websites. 
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4.​ Young Ameritowne  
 
IV. Measurable Objectives 
The students will: 

1.​ Complete the “Young AmeriTowne” workbook, which identifies key economic terms and 
concepts and helps students learn about job possibilities at AmeriTowne; 

2.​ Take part in our day at AmeriTowne, fulfilling their job requirements and accounting 
responsibilities; 

3.​ Use mapping, graphing, and charting skills when studying the United States, Europe, and 
other regions; 

4.​ Use geographic vocabulary, such as “latitude” and “longitude”; 
5.​ Identify regions of colonial United States; 
6.​ Trace the changing relationship between the American colonists and the British 

government leading up to the establishment of the United States of America; 
7.​ Study U.S. history with pre-colonial through revolutionary sources; 

  
V. Assessment 

1.​ Classroom assignments evaluated for understanding 
2.​ Homework evaluated for completion and understanding 
3.​ Projects and assignments 
4.​ Graded group activities 
5.​ Oral presentation exercises 
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Lower School Art Curriculum Information  

Lower School Fine Arts Overview 
The Lower School art curriculum is Discipline Based Art Education (DBAE), which includes art 
production, art history, art criticism, and aesthetics.  The curriculum involves the creation of 
artwork that is suitable to each grade level and primarily focuses on the experimental use of 
media.  Projects are periodically coordinated with the class curriculum to further enhance the 
students’ education on specific units of study.  The curriculum teaches and builds upon 
fundamental concepts in art, such as line, pattern, shape, value, color, contrast, texture, and other 
compositional and three-dimensional elements. 

KINDERGARTEN 
I.  Overview 
The kindergarten art curriculum is a Discipline Based Art Education (DBAE), which includes art 
production, art history, art criticism, and aesthetics. The curriculum involves the creation of 
artwork that is suitable to the kindergarten age levels and primarily focuses on the experimental 
use of media. Projects are periodically coordinated with the class curriculum to further enhance 
the students’ education on specific units of study.  The curriculum teaches fundamental concepts 
in art, including the recognition of shapes and lines, involvement of pattern, introduction to color 
concepts, and three-dimensional object identification. 
  
II.   Course Outline 

1.​ Throughout the year, the kindergarten class explores the use of multimedia, coordinates 
in-class studies into the production of art projects, and implements basic art concepts into 
student artwork.  

2.​ The curriculum implements basic concepts of line, shapes and pattern in drawing 
exercises, the introduction of color concepts, from identifying primary colors to 
understanding secondary color mixing in painting exercises, as well as three-dimensional 
concepts with the use of clay and various kinds of other media.  

3.​ Over the course of the year, the kindergarteners will create a variety of projects that entail 
the use of these art concepts.  

4.​ The art projects for the year include the following topics, which may be subject to 
change. 

a.​ Self-portrait drawing 
b.​ Artist and illustrator studies 
c.​ Nature-themed drawing or painting 
d.​ Media experimentation (oil pastels, tempera and watercolor paint, markers, paper, 

clay and various other art materials) 
e.​ Projects coordinating with in-class studies of  Native Americans, Asia, and 

Australia 
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f.​ Clay projects which introduce three-dimensional art as well as basic 
hand-building techniques, processes, and the steps to create a finished ceramic 
piece 

g.​ Drawing projects incorporating line (thick, thin, straight, curved, zigzag, and 
broken), texture, and color 

h.​ Introduction to art from a variety of cultures and historical periods 
i.​ Painting projects incorporating experimentation and color mixing using 

crayon-resist, tempera paint, and watercolor paint 
j.​ Collage projects using cut and torn paper which emphasizes overlapping, texture, 

color, shape, and value. 
k.​ Printmaking project, uses various techniques and materials to create relief prints 

emphasizing pattern, rhythm, and color 
l.​ Sculpture project highlighting three-dimensional form, space, balance, and shape 
m.​ Collage project incorporating drawing, color identification, and design 

 
  
III.  Materials and Resources 

1.​ Materials for art projects include pencils, drawing paper, scissors, glue sticks, white glue, 
glue sticks, tissue paper, construction paper, tempera paints, watercolor paints, poster 
board, crayons, sponges, stamps, yarn, colored string, colored sand, clay, colored glazes. 

2.​ Helpful books include Getting to Know the World’s Greatest Artists series by various 
authors;  Fall Is Not Easy by Marty Kelley; Where Is the Green Sheep? By Mem Fox; 
Global Art by MaryAnn F. Kohl; 13 Sculptures Children Should Know by Angela 
Wenzel; 13 Artists Children Should Know by Angela Wenzel; 13 Painters Children 
Should Know by Flrian Heine; Ish by Peter Reynolds; The Dot by Peter Reynolds; 
Drawing With Children by Mona Brookes; Tar Beach by Faith Ringgold; Swirl by Swirl 
Spirals in Nature by Joyce Sidman; Museum Trip by Barbara Lehman; White Rabbit’s 
Color Book by Alan Baker. 

  
IV.  Measurable Objectives 

1.​ Students are able to recognize and use thin and thick lines, straight, curved, and zigzag 
lines as well as geometric shapes in their drawings. 

2.​ Students can identify tints and shades of a color and are able to achieve secondary color 
mixing. 

3.​ Students can create patterning by repeating designs using line, color, and shapes. 
4.​ Students are familiar with the concept of symmetry. 
5.​ Students recognize a variety of media and differences among them from drawing and 

painting to sculpture and ceramics. 
 
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Students are assessed based on their daily participation and teacher observation of 
students’ project formulation and completion.  

2.​ In addition, the students are graded by a standardized module rubric, based on the 
following measures: 

a.​ Listens and follows multi-step instructions 
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b.​ Displays individual creativity and originality 
c.​ Implies problem-solving skills 
d.​ Shows some concern for quality and aesthetics of work as the year progresses 
e.​ Applies skill and technique learned in art production 
f.​ Demonstrates respect for materials  

FIRST GRADE 
I.  Overview 
The first-grade art curriculum is a Discipline Based Art Education (DBAE), which includes art 
production, art history, art criticism, and aesthetics.  The curriculum involves the creation of 
artwork that is suitable to the first-grade age levels and furthers experimental use of media.  
Projects are periodically coordinated with the class curriculum to further enhance the students’ 
education on specific units of study.  The curriculum reintroduces the fundamental concepts in 
art, including the recognition of shapes and lines, involvement of pattern, symmetry and texture, 
introduction to color concepts, and three-dimensional object identification. 
  
II.  Course Outline 

1.​ Throughout the year, the first grade class explores the use of multimedia from which to 
create artwork, coordinates in-class studies into the production of art projects and 
reintroduces basic art concepts.  

2.​ The beginning focus of the year is primarily on two-dimensional projects in which the 
use of line, shape, and contour drawing are implemented.  

3.​ Multiple exercises also include patterning, symmetry, and texture.  
4.​ The projects progress with color identification and mixing, understanding that primary 

colors create secondary colors.  
5.​ As the year continues, three-dimensional projects are brought into focus with the use of 

paper maché, clay, and other media.  
6.​ The art projects for the year include the following topics, which may be subject to 

change. 
a.​ Self-portrait drawing 
b.​ Artist and illustrator studies 
c.​ Introduction to art from a variety of cultures and historical periods 
d.​ Media experimentation (oil pastels, tempera and watercolor paint, markers, paper, 

clay and various other art materials) 
e.​ Projects coordinating with in-class studies of US symbols, maps, Canada, Mexico, 

and fairy tales.   
f.​ Media experimentation (oil pastels, tempera and watercolor paint, markers, paper, 

clay and various other art materials) 
g.​ Clay projects which teach a basic understanding of clay hand-building techniques, 

vocabulary, and the steps to create a finished ceramic piece 
h.​ Nature-themed drawing or painting 
i.​ Drawing projects implementing the use of line, pattern, texture, and color 
j.​ Painting projects employing secondary color mixing, tempera paint, watercolor 

paint, and crayon wax-resist 
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k.​ Projects based on compositional techniques such as silhouettes, positive and 
negative space, symmetry, and balance. 

l.​ Collage projects implementing paper cutting, color harmonies, and design 
m.​ Sculpture paper maché projects emphasizing balance, space, form, and texture 

  
III.  Materials and Resources 
Materials for art projects include pencils, scissors, erasers, rulers, drawing paper, construction 
paper, tissue paper, poster board, glue, newspaper, balloons, sponges,  tempera paints, watercolor 
paints, salt, shaving cream, yarn, wooden dowels, brush pens, markers, clay, clay tools and craft 
materials. 
 
Helpful books include: Getting to Know the World’s Greatest Artists series, by 
various authors, Global Art, by MaryAnn F. Kohl and Jean Potter; Vincent van Gogh’s Cat by 
Second Grade Students of East Washington Academy; Adventures in Art by Susan Milord; 
Discovering Great Artists, by MaryAnn F. Kohl and Kim Solga; Ceramics for Kids, by May 
Ellis;  Iggy Peck, Architect by Andrea Beaty; 13 Sculptures Children Should Know by Angela 
Wenzel; 13 Artists Children Should Know by Angela Wenzel; 13 Painters Children Should Know 
by Flrian Heine; Ish by Peter Reynolds; The Dot by Peter Reynolds; Drawing With Children by 
Mona Brookes; Art by Patrick McDonnell; Pantone: Colors by Pantone; Swirl by Swirl Spirals 
in Nature by Joyce Sidman; Museum Trip by Barbara Lehman; White Rabbit’s Color Book by 
Alan Baker; Andrew Drew and Drew by Barney Saltzberg. 
  
IV.  Measurable Objectives 

1.​ Students are capable of basic representational drawing using straight, curved and zigzag 
lines and can use and identify geometric shapes in their drawings. 

2.​ Students understand the use of contour drawing and are able to recognize positive and 
negative space. 

3.​ Students understand secondary color mixing. 
4.​ Students understand patterning with the use of shape and color. 
5.​ Students recognize differences in various media, from drawing and painting to sculpture 

and ceramics, and are able to note the difference between two and three-dimensional 
works of art. 

6.​ Students appreciate the capabilities of artists and historical artworks. 
  
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Students are assessed based on their daily participation and teacher observation of 
students’ project formulation and completion.  

2.​ In addition, the students are graded by a standardized module rubric, based on the 
following measures: 

a.​ Listens and follows multi-step instructions 
b.​ Displays individual creativity and originality 
c.​ Implies problem-solving skills 
d.​ Appreciates the integration of cultural and historical concepts introduced 
e.​ Shows more concern for quality and aesthetics of work 
f.​ Applies skill and technique learned in art production 



90 

g.​ Demonstrates respect for materials 
  
 
SECOND GRADE 
I.  Overview 
The second-grade art curriculum is a Discipline Based Art Education (DBAE), which includes 
art production, art history, art criticism, and aesthetics.  The curriculum involves the creation of 
artwork that is suitable to second-grade age levels and furthers experimental use of media.  
Projects are periodically coordinated with the class curriculum to further enhance the students’ 
education on specific units of study.  The curriculum reintroduces and builds upon previous 
concepts introduced in art, such as line identification, contour drawing, color mixing, and 
three-dimensional studies. 
 
II.  Course Outline 

1.​ Throughout the year, the second grade explores the use of multimedia to create artwork 
that coordinates with in-class studies into the production of art projects, reintroduces 
basic art concepts from previous years, and integrates famous works of art for referral 
and further study of media and topics.  

2.​ The beginning of the year starts with two-dimensional projects in which contour drawing, 
identification of positive and negative space, balance, patterning, symmetry, and texture 
are emphasized.  

3.​ The projects progress with color identification (i.e., warm and cool, color harmonies) and 
color mixing (primary to secondary).  

4.​ As the year continues, three-dimensional projects are brought into focus with the use of 
paper maché, plaster, clay, and other media.  The art projects for the year include the 
following, which may be subject to change. 

a.​ Introduction to art from a variety of cultures and historical periods 
b.​ Self-portrait drawing 
c.​ Media experimentation (oil pastels, tempera and watercolor paint, markers, paper, 

clay and various other art materials) 
d.​ Projects coordinating with in-class studies of Oceans, American Government, 

Westward Expansion, Immigration, life cycle of the butterfly, technology, parts of 
plants and animals 

e.​ Clay projects which introduce three-dimensional art as well as basic 
hand-building techniques, processes, and the steps to create a finished ceramic 
piece 

f.​ Printmaking project which implement printmaking technique; coordinates with 
in-class social studies unit 

g.​ Drawing project focusing on movement, pattern, line and space emphasizing 
background, middle-ground and foreground within a composition 

h.​ Multimedia drawing project; emphasizing design, repetition, rhythm, and focal 
point Sculpture construction using found objects 

i.​ Nature-themed drawing or painting 
j.​ Painting project implementing the use of color mixing, creating light and dark 

values, contrast, and shape 
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k.​ Weaving project, implementing the use of fine motor skills and emphasizing color 
and design 

l.​ Tooling foil embossing, introduces embossing techniques, implements design 
concepts 

  
III.  Materials and Resources 
Materials for art projects include pencils, scissors, erasers, rulers, drawing paper, construction 
paper, tissue paper, poster board, glue, newspaper, balloons, sponges, marbles, tempera paints, 
watercolor paints, yarn, markers, clay, clay tools, craft materials. 
 
Helpful books include: Getting to Know the World’s Greatest Artists series, by various authors,  
Global Art, by MaryAnn F. Kohl and Jean Potter; Adventures in Art, by Susan Milord; 
Discovering Great Artists, by MaryAnn F. Kohl and Kim Solga; Ceramics for Kids, by Mary 
Ellis; Mouse Paint by Ellen Stoll Walsh; Little Blue and Little Yellow by Leo Lionni; Dynamic 
Art Projects for Children by Denise M. Logan; Roberto, The Insect Architect by Nina Laden; Art 
Lab for Kids by Susan Schwake; 13 Sculptures Children Should Know by Angela Wenzel; 13 
Artists Children Should Know by Angela Wenzel; 13 Painters Children Should Know by Flrian 
Heine; Ish by Peter Reynolds; The Dot by Peter Reynolds; Swirl by Swirl Spirals in Nature by 
Joyce Sidman; Museum Trip by Barbara Lehman; White Rabbit’s Color Book by Alan Baker; 
Andrew Drew and Drew by Barney Saltzberg; What Do You Do With An Idea? By Kobi Yamada. 
  
IV.   Measurable Objectives 

1.​ Students will use a variety of lines and geometrical shapes. 
2.​ The students are capable of basic representational drawing. 
3.​ Students understand how to implement patterning with color or shapes. 
4.​ Students can identify and are capable of showing different elements of space, such as the 

background, foreground. 
5.​ Students understand secondary color mixing and can identify the difference between 

warm and cool colors. 
6.​ Students recognize different varieties of media and understand differences among 

multiple forms of media and two and three-dimensional forms of artwork.  
 
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Students are assessed based on their daily participation and teacher observation of 
students’ project formulation and completion.  

2.​ In addition, the students are graded by a standardized module rubric, based on the 
following measures. 

a.​ Listens and follows multi-step instructions 
b.​ Displays individual creativity and originality 
c.​ Implies problem-solving skills 
d.​ Appreciates the integration of cultural and historical concepts introduced 
e.​ Shows concern for quality and aesthetics of work 
f.​ Applies skill and technique learned in art production 
g.​ Demonstrates respect for materials 
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THIRD GRADE 
I.  Overview 
The third-grade art curriculum is a Discipline Based Art Education (DBAE), which includes art 
production, art history, art criticism, and aesthetics.  The curriculum involves the creation of 
artwork that is suitable to third-grade age levels and continues experimental use of media.  
Projects are periodically coordinated with the class curriculum to further enhance the students’ 
education on specific units of study.   The curriculum reintroduces and builds upon previous 
concepts introduced in art, such as contour drawing, color mixing, and three-dimensional studies. 
  
II.  Course Outline 

1.​ The third-grade art class works with a variety of media throughout the year to explore 
elements of design and composition. 

2.​ The curriculum builds upon basic art concepts introduced in previous years, further 
integrates the use of art history, and coordinates in-class studies into the production of art 
projects.   

3.​ The year begins with drawing exercises to re-familiarize the students with some 
compositional elements.  

4.​ Students move on to working with the color wheel and learn how to do secondary and 
tertiary color mixing.  

5.​ The year progresses with three-dimensional studies and art productions.  
6.​ The art projects for the year include the following topics, which may be subject to 

change. 
a.​ Self-portrait drawing 
b.​ Artist and illustrator studies 
c.​ Introduction to art from a variety of cultures and historical periods 
d.​ Projects coordinating with in-class studies of Ancient Cultures, Rocks and 

Minerals, Space, and Colorado 
e.​ Clay projects which focus on three-dimensional art as well as basic hand-building 

techniques, processes, vocabulary, and the steps to create a finished ceramic piece 
f.​ Drawing project focusing on motifs, pattern, line, and designs 
g.​ Painting projects which focus on painting techniques, color mixing, color 

harmonies, value, shape, emphasis, and unity 
h.​ Printmaking projects emphasizing technique, tools, vocabulary, printmaking 

process, and compositional design 
i.​ Nature-themed drawing or painting 
j.​ Mosaic project, implementing the use of paper tiles and shapes; focusing on 

design, color scheme, and pattern; coordinates with in-class studies of Rome 
k.​ Sculpture project emphasizing three-dimensional art, form, shape, space, and 

balance 
  
III.  Materials and Resources 

1.​ Materials for art projects include paper, pencils, scissors, glue sticks, Elmer’s glue, 
drawing paper, construction paper, brush pens, markers, gel markers, oil pastels, 
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watercolor pencils, watercolor, tempera and acrylic paints, brushes, newspaper, clay, 
glazes, kiln, paper bags, paper maché, plaster, soda bottles, craft materials, yarn. 

 
2.​ Helpful books include Getting to Know the World’s Greatest Artists series, by various 

authors, Global Art, by MaryAnn F. Kohl and Jean Potter, Adventures in Art, by Susan 
Milord, Discovering Great Artists, by MaryAnn F. Kohl and Kim Slogan, Ceramics for 
Kids, by Mary Ellis; Klimpt and His Cat by Berenice Capatti, Alexander Calder and His 
Magical Mobiles by Jean Lipman and Margaret Aspinwall; Sandy’s Circus: A Story 
About Alexander Calder by Tanya Lee Stone and Boris Kulikov; Art Lab for Kids by 
Susan Schwake; 13 Sculptures Children Should Know by Angela Wenzel; 13 Artists 
Children Should Know by Angela Wenzel; 13 Painters Children Should Know by Flrian 
Heine; Ish by Peter Reynolds; The Dot by Peter Reynolds; Swirl by Swirl Spirals in 
Nature by Joyce Sidman; Museum Trip by Barbara Lehman; Andrew Drew and Drew by 
Barney Saltzberg; It Looked Like Spilt Milk by Charles G. Shaw; What Do You Do With 
An Idea? By Kobi Yamada. 

IV.  Measurable Objectives 
1.​ Students are able to formulate a composition with various lines, overlapping shapes, 

textures, and colors. 
2.​ Students are able to comprehend and show foreground, middle-ground, and background 

in their compositions. 
3.​ Students can define symmetry and asymmetry. 
4.​ Students are able to establish a more personal use of color and other defining elements in 

their two and three-dimensional work more effectively. 
5.​ The students’ art vocabulary is expanding to include positive and negative space, form, 

unity, vertical, horizontal, landscape, and portraits. 
 
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Students are assessed based on their daily participation and teacher observation of 
students’ project formulation and completion.  

2.​ In addition, the students are graded by a standardized module rubric, based on the 
following measures. 

a.​ Listens and follows multi-step instructions 
b.​ Displays individual creativity and originality 
c.​ Implies problem-solving skills 
d.​ Appreciates the integration of cultural and historical concepts introduced 
e.​ Shows concern for quality and aesthetics of work 
f.​ Applies skill and technique learned in art production 
g.​ Demonstrates respect for materials 

  

FOURTH GRADE 
I.  Overview 
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The fourth-grade art curriculum is founded on a Discipline Based Art Education (DBAE), which 
includes art production, art history, art criticism, and aesthetics.  The curriculum involves the 
creation of artwork that is suitable for fourth-grade age levels and furthers experimental use of 
media.  Projects are periodically coordinated with the class curriculum to further enhance the 
students’ education on specific units of study.  The curriculum reintroduces and builds upon 
previous concepts introduced in art, such as contour drawing, compositional elements, color 
mixing, and three-dimensional studies. 
  
II.  Course Outline 

1.​ The fourth grade works with a variety of media introduced from previous years, refining 
and learning greater art skills with the implementation of new techniques.  

2.​ The curriculum builds upon art concepts such as elements of composition, color, and 
design with two and three-dimensional artwork.  

3.​ The beginning of the year re-familiarizes the students with some compositional elements, 
emphasizes the importance of contour drawing, positive and negative space, rhythm, 
balance, and color. 

4.​ The year progresses with three-dimensional studies and art productions.  
5.​ The art projects for the year include the following, which may be subject to change. 

a.​ Self-portrait drawing 
b.​ Artist and illustrator studies 
c.​ Introduction to art from a variety of cultures and historical periods 
d.​ Projects coordinating with in-class units of Explorer Studies, Mini-Society, 

Biography, Geography, maps, 90 states, and Gardens 
e.​ Clay projects exploring three-dimensional form as well as basic hand-building 

techniques, processes, and the steps to create a finished ceramic piece 
emphasizing creativity, form and function, and balance 

f.​ Metal Tooling Project which incorporates texture, line, value, rhythm and focal 
point 

g.​ Printmaking project exploring the technique of relief printing, printmaking tools 
and techniques; balance, repetition, pattern, and color 

h.​ Collage project which explores color and value through the use of cut and torn 
paper 

i.​ Weaving project emphasizing color theory 
j.​ Nature-themed drawing or painting 
k.​ Sculpture projects, implementing the design and construction of a cardboard 

armature, plaster wrap and tempera paint 
l.​ Painting project implementing the use of watercolors; emphasizes foreground, 

middleground and background, value differences, horizon 
m.​ Painting project emphasizing design, color harmonies, tempera paint, and 

creativity 
n.​ Drawing project implementing tessellation design, oil pastels, color harmonies 

and craftsmanship 
o.​ Drawing project emphasizing mandala radial design, unity, rhythm balance, line, 

and color 
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III.  Materials and Resources 
1.​ Materials for art projects include paper, pencils, scissors, glue sticks, Elmer’s glue, 

drawing paper, construction paper, poster board, brush pens, markers, gel markers, glitter 
glue, permanent markers, oil pastels, watercolor pencils, watercolor, tempera and acrylic 
paints, brushes, newspaper, colored sand, sand paper, clay, glazes, kiln, paper bags, paper 
maché, plaster, tooling foil, craft materials, yarn. 

2.​ Helpful books include Getting to Know the World’s Greatest Artists series, by various 
authors, Harvesting Dreams Hundertwasser for Kids by Barbara Stieff, Global Art, by 
MaryAnn F. Kohl and Jean Potter, Adventures in Art, by Susan Milord, Discovering 
Great Artists, by MaryAnn F. Kohl and Kim Solga, A Dictionary of Art and Artists, by 
Peter and Linda Murray, Ceramics for Kids, by Mary Ellis; Art Lab for Kids by Susan 
Schwake; 13 Sculptures Children Should Know by Angela Wenzel; 13 Artists Children 
Should Know by Angela Wenzel; 13 Painters Children Should Know by Florian Heine; 
Ish by Peter Reynolds; The Dot by Peter Reynolds; 13 Modern Artists Children Should 
Know by Brad Finger; Swirl by Swirl Spirals in Nature by Joyce Sidman; Museum Trip 
by Barbara Lehman; Andrew Drew and Drew by Barney Saltzberg; Art Lab For Kids by 
Susan Schwake; It Looked Like Spilt Milk by Charles G. Shaw; What Do You Do With An 
Idea? 

  
IV.  Measurable Objectives 

1.​ Students are capable of drawing figures more proportionally correctly. 
2.​ Students are able to comprehend the effects of color schemes based on the color wheel, 

such as complementary, warm and cool, and mood color variations. 
3.​ Students have a greater understanding for art concepts and terms and their art vocabulary 

increases to include contrast, value, and proportion.   
4.​ Students are familiar with a greater variety of media and are able to recognize differences 

among tempera and acrylic painting, oil and soft pastels, printing and stamping, as well 
as glazed ceramics and plaster sculptures 

 
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Students are assessed based on their daily participation and teacher observation of 
students’ project formulation and completion.  

2.​ In addition, the students are graded by a standardized module rubric, based on the 
following measures. 

a.​ Listens and follows multi-step instructions 
b.​ Displays individual creativity and originality 
c.​ Implies problem-solving skills 
d.​ Appreciates the integration of cultural and historical concepts introduced 
e.​ Shows concern for quality and aesthetics of work 
f.​ Applies skill and technique learned in art production 
g.​ Demonstrates respect for materials 

 
 

FIFTH GRADE ART 
I. Overview 
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The fifth-grade art curriculum is founded on a Discipline Based Art Education (DBAE), which 
includes art production, art history, art criticism, and aesthetics.  The curriculum involves the 
creation of artwork that is suitable for fifth-grade age levels and entails the use of a variety of 
media.  Projects are periodically coordinated with the class curriculum and plays to further 
enhance the students’ education on specific units of study.  The art curriculum reintroduces and 
builds upon two-dimensional studies in drawing and painting to incorporate positive and 
negative space, compositional elements, color wheel schemes, and three-dimensional studies in 
clay, wire, and sculpture to incorporate form, structure, rhythm, and armature. 
  
II. Course Outline 
The fifth grade works with a variety of media introduced from previous years, refining and 
learning greater art skills with the implementation of new techniques.  The curriculum builds 
upon art concepts such as elements of composition, color, and design with two and 
three-dimensional artwork.  The beginning of the year re-familiarizes the students with some 
compositional elements, emphasizes the importance of contour drawing, positive and negative 
space, rhythm, balance, and color.  The year progresses with three-dimensional studies and art 
productions. 
 
The art projects for the year include the following, which may be subject to change. 

1.​ Self-portrait drawing 
2.​ Repoussé metal tooling—implements the use of copper or aluminum metal, stylus tools, 

and emphasizes texture, form, design, and compositional elements 
3.​ Clay Animal Rattles—implements the use of clay and clay hand-building techniques, and 

emphasizes the three-dimensional design of animal, texture, and glazing 
4.​ Batik design project—implements the use of fabric, dye, and resist, emphasizes batik 

techniques, color schemes, and design 
5.​ One-point linear perspective drawing—an introduction to perspective drawing including 

vanishing point, horizon and orthogonal lines. Implements the use of rulers, fine motor 
skill development, and pencil control emphasizing creating an illusion of space within a 
two-dimensional plane 

6.​ Observational drawing building on the Elements of Art including line, form, texture, and 
space 

7.​ Radial Design with emphasis on balance, contrast and color-theory 
8.​ Printmaking focusing on Principles of Design including pattern, unity and movement 
9.​ Bookmaking through the creation of flip-books 
10.​Tempera painting focusing on color theory including tints and shades and silhouettes 

  
III.  Materials and Resources 

1.​ Materials used for art projects include pencils, erasers, brush pens, markers, soft and oil 
pastels, tempera, watercolor, and acrylic paints, watercolor paper, poster board, 
construction paper, rulers, paper maché, glue, linoleum, brayers, water-based inks, clay, 
clay tools, kiln, clay canvases. 

2.​ Helpful books include A Dictionary of Art and Artists, by Peter and Linda Murray; 
Children, Clay and Sculpture, by Cathy Weisman Topal; Making Books That Fly, Fold, 
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Wrap, Hide, Pop up, Twist, and Turn, by Gwen Diehn, Adventures in Art, by Susan 
Milord 

  
IV.  Measurable Objectives 

1.​ Students use less symbolism in their representational drawings and are capable of 
drawing what they see more realistically from life. 

2.​ Students are capable of creating greater color interest to their compositions by using 
colors that are complementary, contrasting, of different value and mood enhancing. 

3.​ Students are able to resize proportionally correct compositions using the grid formatting 
system. 

4.​ Students are able to implement various techniques to show depth such as overlapping, 
value and size differences, and rudimentary perspective. 

5.​ Students are capable of being very inventive and creative in using media. 
6.​ Students have a greater understanding of art concepts and terms, and their art vocabulary 

increases to include contrast, value, and proportion. 
7.​ Students are familiar with a greater variety of media and are able to recognize difference 

among tempera and acrylic painting, oil and soft pastels, printing and stamping as well as 
glazed ceramics and plaster sculptures. 

  
V.  Assessments 
Students are assessed based on their daily participation, individual creativity, demonstration of 
skills and techniques, and overall understanding of subject matter.  Each project is graded by a 
module rubric based on the following measures: 

1.​ Demonstrates respect for materials 
2.​ Listens and follows multi-step instructions well 
3.​ Problem-solves independently 
4.​ Contributes to group critiques and art criticism discussions 
5.​ Appreciates the integration of cultural and historical concepts introduced 
6.​ Shows concern for quality and aesthetics of work 
7.​ Demonstrates skill and technique learned in art production 
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Lower School Music Curriculum Information 

Lower School Music Overview 
The goals of the Alexander Dawson Lower School music curriculum are to expose children to a 
wide range of musical styles, to develop their musical skills, and to provide opportunities for 
them to be inspired by music as they begin to experience music in a meaningful way.  By the 
time our children leave the Lower School in grade five, they can read musical notation, follow a 
written score, and play the recorder. They have had experience as a soloist, accompanist, and 
ensemble member.  They have learned how to behave on stage, in the theater, and in the 
audience.  They can listen critically and supportively, and discuss what they hear using musical 
vocabulary.   They have sung music in a variety of languages, and they have performed music 
from many different cultures and eras.  Music literacy is emphasized throughout the Lower 
School music curriculum using the Kodaly and Orff-Schulwerk approaches. 
 
 
KINDERGARTEN 
I.  Overview 
Children work with the most basic musical elements in kindergarten:  beat, simple rhythms, and 
songs using three to five notes.  Children begin a guided discovery of their voices and begin to 
match pitch with the instructor in different vocal ranges. They experience the musical elements 
of high and low pitch, soft and loud dynamics, fast and slow tempi, long and short sounds and 
major and minor tonalities.  They work with un-pitched percussion in the first semester, and 
begin to work on the mallet (Orff) instruments in the spring.  By the end of the year, some of the 
children can match pitch, keep a steady beat, echo simple rhythms, and read simple quarter-note 
and eighth-note rhythm patterns.   Repertoire includes seasonal songs, songs about animals, 
songs from different cultures and in different languages. 
  
II.  Course Outline 

1.​ Music literacy is emphasized throughout the Lower School music curriculum, using the 
Kodaly and Orff-Schulwerk approaches.  

2.​ The units for the year include the following musical concepts and activities: 
a.​ Songs and games to be used for teaching 
b.​ Songs that tie in with the kindergarten academic curriculum  
c.​ An awareness of beat and rhythm 
d.​ Develop awareness of pitch, work on accuracy 
e.​ Musical comparatives: high/low (pitch), loud/soft (dynamics), fast/slow (tempo), 

long/short (note values) 
f.​ Basic movement principles: space and levels 
g.​ Introduction to hand-held instruments and Orff instrumentarium 
h.​ Introduction to quarter and eighth note rhythms and notation 
i.​ Introduction to the staff; beginning solfa (“so/mi”) and notation 
j.​ Preparation for and performance in an evening concert 
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III.  Materials and Resources 
Sources include the following materials. 

1.​ Unaccompanied song collections 
2.​ Song collections with piano accompaniment 
3.​ Two-part song collections 
4.​ Rounds and canons 
5.​ Orff instruments, including non-pitched percussion (hand drums, congas, bongo drums, 

triangle, finger cymbals, wood blocks, claves) and pitched percussion (xylophones, 
metallophones, and glockenspiels). 

6.​ Orff resources include folk songs with Orff accompaniments and original compositions or 
arrangements for Orff Instrumentarium. 

  
IV.  Measurable Objectives   

1.​ Can keep a steady beat on the body 
2.​ Understands musical comparatives: high/low (pitch), long/short (rhythm), fast/slow 

(tempo), loud/soft (dynamics) 
3.​ Can match pitch reliably within a limited range 
4.​ Sing intervals and songs using “so” and  “mi”  in tune 
5.​ Can perform simple quarter note, quarter rest, and eighth note patterns in duple meter 
6.​ Understands and writes notational symbols for quarter notes, eighth notes and quarter 

rests 
7.​ Mirrors teacher and peer movements 
8.​ Can play on the beat in strict time with peers 
9.​ Children learn moveable solfa and rhythm syllables (“ta” for quarter notes, “ti-ti” for 

eighth notes, etc.) 
 
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Assessment techniques include teacher observation of children working individually and 
as a group.  

2.​ Solo singing, solo instrumental work, and written work are also techniques used to gauge 
individual student progress. 

  
 
FIRST GRADE 
I.  Overview 
Children continue to work with the most basic musical elements in the first grade: beat, simple 
rhythms, and songs using the pentatonic scale.  Children build on their knowledge of notation, 
and develop fluency performing, reading, and writing the simplest musical patterns.  They 
continue their exploration of the Orff instruments, and begin to play multi-part music.  Children 
continue to work on vocal intonation and musical interpretation.  Repertoire includes seasonal 
songs, songs about animals, songs from different cultures and in different languages. 
  
II.  Course Outline 
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1.​ Music literacy is emphasized throughout the Lower School music curriculum, using the 
Kodaly and Orff-Schulwerk approaches.  

2.​ The units for the year include the following musical concepts and activities: 
a.​ Songs and games to be used for teaching 
b.​ Songs that tie in with the first grade academic curriculum 
c.​ Beat and rhythm 
d.​ Continued work on the basic movement principles: space and levels 
e.​ Develop awareness of pitch, work on accuracy 
f.​ Quarter and eighth note rhythms: discovering them in known repertoire and 

rhythmic composition 
g.​ Continued work with “so/mi” and discovering them in known repertoire 
h.​ Reading music containing quarter/eighth note rhythms and “so/mi” patterns in 

duple meter 
i.​ Duple meter conducting pattern 
j.​ New solfa: “la”  
k.​ Continued work on Orff instruments, using quarter and eighth note rhythms, “so,” 

“mi,” and “la.”  
l.​ Preparation for and performance in an evening concert 

III.  Materials and Resources 
Sources include the following materials: 

1.​ Unaccompanied song collections 
2.​ Song collections with piano accompaniment 
3.​ Two-part song collections 
4.​ Rounds and cannons 
5.​ Orff instruments, including non-pitched percussion (hand drums, congas, bongo drums, 

triangle, finger cymbals, wood blocks, claves, and gong) and pitched percussion 
(xylophones, metallophones, and glockenspiels) 

6.​ Orff resources include folk songs with Orff accompaniments and original compositions or 
arrangements for Orff instrumentarium. 

7.​ Sight singing 
8.​ Writing practice 

 
IV.  Measurable Objectives 

1.​ Can keep a steady beat on the body 
2.​ Can match pitch reliably within a limited range 
3.​ Can sing intervals with “so,” “mi,” and  “la,” reliably in tune 
4.​ Can read rhythm notation for quarter and eighth notes and quarter rests 
5.​ Can perform simple quarter and eighth note patterns in duple meter 
6.​ Can compose rhythmic songs in four beat patterns using quarter notes and eighth notes 
7.​ Can play on the beat in strict time with peers 
8.​ Can mirror teacher and peer movements 
9.​ Understands musical comparatives: soft/loud, fast/slow, high/low, long/short  
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V.  Assessments 
1.​ Assessment techniques include teacher observation of children working individually and 

as a group.  
2.​ Solo singing, solo instrumental work, and written work are also techniques used to gauge 

individual student progress. 
  

SECOND GRADE 
I.  Overview 
Children continue to work with the most basic musical elements in the second grade: beat, 
simple rhythms, and songs using the pentatonic scale.  Children build on their knowledge of 
notation, and develop fluency performing, reading, and writing music using the notes of the 
pentatonic scale.  They continue their exploration of the Orff instruments, and begin to play more 
complex multi-part music.  Children continue to work on vocal intonation and musical 
interpretation.  Repertoire includes seasonal songs, songs about animals, songs from different 
cultures and in different languages. 
  
II.  Course Outline 

1.​ Music literacy is emphasized throughout the Lower School music curriculum, using the 
Kodaly and Orff-Schulwerk approaches.  

2.​ The units for the year include the following musical concepts and activities: 
a.​ Songs and games to be used for teaching 
b.​ Songs that tie in with the second grade academic curriculum 
c.​ Beat and rhythm 
d.​ Develop awareness of pitch, work on accuracy 
e.​ Quarter and eighth note rhythms: discovering them in known repertoire and 

rhythmic composition 
f.​ “so/mi/la”, discovering them in known repertoire 
g.​ Further development of movement principles: space, levels, non loco-motor 

movement 
h.​ Introduction of whole notes and half notes 
i.​ New solfa: “do” 
j.​ Reading music containing quarter/eighth note rhythms and “so/mi/la” and 

“so/mi/do” patterns in duple meter 
k.​ Duple meter 2/4 and 4/4 conducting patterns 
l.​ New solfa: “re” 
m.​ Continued work on Orff instruments, using quarter and eighth note rhythms, and 

the pentatonic scale 
n.​ Introduction of treble clef letter names 
o.​ Introduction to compound meter (6/8) and accompanying rhythms 
p.​ Preparation for and performance in an evening concert 

  
III.  Materials and Resources 
Sources include the following materials: 
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1.​ Unaccompanied song collections 
2.​ Song collections with piano accompaniment 
3.​ Two-part song collections 
4.​ Rounds and canons 
5.​ Orff instruments, including non-pitched percussion (hand drums, congas, bongo drums, 

triangle, finger cymbals, wood blocks, claves, and gong) and pitched percussion 
(xylophones, metallophones, and glockenspiels) 

6.​ Orff resources include folk songs with Orff accompaniments and original compositions or 
arrangements for Orff Instrumentarium. 

7.​ Sight singing 
8.​ Writing practice 

 
IV.  Measurable Objectives 

1.​ Can match pitch reliably within a limited range 
2.​ Can sing pentatonic intervals reliably in tune 
3.​ Can sing two-part vocal music 
4.​ Can play multi-part music together with peers in strict time 
5.​ Can read absolute (letter) note names in treble clef 
6.​ Can conduct in 2/4 and 4/4 patterns 
7.​ Can read and perform rhythms in compound meter 
8.​ Can read, perform and compose rhythms using quarter notes, eighth notes, half notes, 

whole notes, and quarter rests in duple meter 
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Assessment techniques include teacher observation of children working individually and 
as a group.  

2.​ Solo singing, solo instrumental work, and written work are also techniques used to gauge 
individual student progress. 

  

THIRD GRADE 
I.  Overview 
Children continue to refine their understanding of beat, simple rhythms, and songs using the 
pentatonic scale.  Third graders build on their knowledge of notation and develop fluency 
performing, reading, and writing music using the notes of the pentatonic scale in an expanded 
range.  They continue their exploration of the Orff instruments and begin to play more complex 
multi-part music.  They continue their study of the recorder, and by the end of the year can play 
songs using seven notes.  Children continue to work on vocal intonation and musical 
interpretation.  Repertoire includes seasonal songs, songs about animals, songs from different 
cultures and in different languages. 
  
II.  Course Outline 

1.​ Music literacy is emphasized throughout the Lower School music curriculum, using the 
Kodaly and Orff-Schulwerk approaches.  

2.​ The units for the year include the following musical concepts and activities: 
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a.​ Songs and games to be used for teaching 
b.​ Songs and games that tie in with the third grade academic curriculum  
c.​ Beat and rhythm 
d.​ Refinement of vocal intonation and accuracy 
e.​ Reinforcement of whole, half, quarter, and eighth note rhythms in duple meter 
f.​ Introduction of dotted half notes, whole rests and half rests 
g.​ Rhythmic composition 
h.​ Reinforcement of known solfa: “la, so, mi, re, do” 
i.​ New solfa: high do 
j.​ Improvisation using pentatonic scale 
k.​ Reinforce ensemble skills on the Orff instruments, ostinati using known and new 

musical elements, layering of three or more parts together 
l.​ Melodic composition 
m.​ 2/4, 3/4, and 4/4 conducting patterns 
n.​ Reinforcement of treble clef and absolute note names (letter names) 
o.​ New recorder notes: G, A, B, low E, low D, C and D 
p.​ Introduce concepts of minor and major tonalities 
q.​ Review compound meter (6/8) and accompanying rhythms 
r.​ Reinforce reading skills of all known rhythms and solfa in duple and compound 

meters 
s.​ Preparation for and performance in an evening concert 

  
III.  Materials and Resources 
Sources include the following materials: 

1.​ Unaccompanied song collections 
2.​ Song collections with piano accompaniment 
3.​ Two-part song collections 
4.​ Rounds and canons 
5.​ Orff instruments, including non-pitched percussion (hand drums, congas, bongo drums, 

triangle, finger cymbals, wood blocks, claves, and gong) and pitched percussion 
(xylophones, metallophones, and glockenspiels) 

6.​ Orff resources include folk songs with Orff accompaniments and original compositions or 
arrangements for Orff Instrumentarium. 

7.​ Recorder resources include methods, duet Books, with and without Orff accompaniment. 
8.​ Sight Singing 
9.​ Writing Practice 

 
IV.  Measurable Objectives 

1.​ Can read, perform, and compose rhythms using quarter notes, eighth notes, half notes, 
dotted half notes, whole notes, quarter rests, half rests, and whole rests in duple meter 

2.​ Can distinguish minor from major 
3.​ Can improvise simple pentatonic melodies on the Orff instruments 
4.​ Can play low D, low E, G, A, B, C, and D on the recorder 
5.​ Can read melodic patterns on the recorder 
6.​ Can play on the beat in strict time with peers 
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7.​ Can play multi-part music together with peers  
8.​ Can match pitch reliably within a limited range 
9.​ Can read absolute note names in treble clef 
10.​Can conduct in 2/4, 3/4, and 4/4 

 
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Assessment techniques include teacher observation of children working individually and 
as a group.  

2.​ Solo singing, solo instrumental work, and written work are also techniques used to gauge 
individual student progress. 

  

FOURTH GRADE 
I.  Overview 
Children continue to refine their understanding of beat, rhythm, and songs using the pentatonic 
scale.  Fourth graders build on their knowledge of notation and develop fluency performing, 
reading, and writing music using the notes of the pentatonic scale in an expanded range.  In 
addition, they learn new notes “fa” and “ti” and begin reading music in the diatonic major scale.  
They learn rhythmic patterns using the dotted quarter note and develop more familiarity with 
syncopated rhythms. Fourth graders continue their exploration of the Orff instruments and begin 
to play more complex multi-part music.  They continue their study of the recorder and by the end 
of the year, can play songs using 8 notes.  Children continue to work on vocal intonation and 
musical interpretation.  Repertoire includes seasonal songs, songs from different cultures and in 
different languages. 
  
II.  Course Outline 

1.​ Music literacy is emphasized throughout the Lower School music curriculum, using the 
Kodaly and Orff-Schulwerk approaches.  

2.​ The units for the year include the following musical concepts and activities: 
a.​ Songs and games to be used for teaching 
b.​ Songs and games that tie in with the fourth grade academic curriculum 
c.​ Beat and rhythm 
d.​ Refinement of vocal intonation and accuracy 
e.​ Practice reading two-part vocal music score 
f.​ Reinforcement of whole, dotted half, half, quarter, and eighth note rhythms and 

rests in duple and compound meters 
g.​ Introduction and practice of sixteenth notes 
h.​ Reinforcement of known solfa: “la,” “so,” “mi,” “re,” “do,” and “high do” 
i.​ Reinforce ensemble skills on the Orff instruments, ostinati using known and new 

musical elements, layering of three or more parts together 
j.​ Improvisation using pentatonic scale 
k.​ Rhythmic and melodic composition 
l.​ Introduction and practice of new solfa: “fa” and “ti” 
m.​ Recorder: G, A, B, C, D, low E, and low D 
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n.​ New recorder notes: F# 
o.​ Reinforcement of treble clef and absolute note names (letter names) 
p.​ Preparation for and performance in an evening concert 

  
III.  Materials and Resources 
Sources include the following materials: 

1.​ Unaccompanied song collections 
2.​ Song collections with piano accompaniment 
3.​ Two-part song collections 
4.​ Rounds and canons 
5.​ Orff instruments, including non-pitched percussion (hand drums, congas, bongo drums, 

triangle, finger cymbals, wood blocks, claves, and gong) and pitched percussion 
(xylophones, metallophones, and glockenspiels) 

6.​ Orff resources include folk Songs with Orff accompaniments and original compositions 
or arrangements for Orff Instrumentarium. 

7.​ Recorder resources include methods, duet books, with and without Orff accompaniment. 
8.​ Sight singing 
9.​ Writing practice 

 
IV.  Measurable Objectives 

1.​ Understanding of melodic composition 
2.​ Can read, perform and compose rhythms using quarter notes, eighth notes, sixteenth 

notes, half notes, whole notes, quarter rests, half rests, whole rests, and dotted rhythms in 
duple meter 

3.​ Can read staff notation in simple diatonic patterns 
4.​ Can read and play rhythms in compound meter 
5.​ Can distinguish major from minor 
6.​ Can read melodic patterns on the recorder 
7.​ Can read two-part vocal music score 
8.​ Can improvise simple pentatonic melodies on Orff instruments 
9.​ Can conduct in 2/4, 3/4, and 4/4 
10.​Can play multi-part music of increased rhythmic complexity together with peers in strict 

time 
  
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Assessment techniques include teacher observation of children working individually and 
as a group.  

2.​ Solo singing, solo instrumental work, and written work are also techniques used to gauge 
individual student progress. 

 
  
FIFTH GRADE 
I.  Overview 
Children continue to refine their understanding of beat, rhythm, and songs using the major and 
minor scales.  Fifth graders build on their knowledge of notation and develop fluency 
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performing, reading, and writing music using the notes of the major scale.  They learn sixteenth 
note rhythmic patterns and develop more familiarity with syncopated rhythms.  Fifth graders 
continue their exploration of the Orff instruments, handbells, ukuleles, piano keyboards, and 
percussion instruments and begin to play more complex multi-part music.  They continue their 
study of the recorder and by the end of the year, can play several songs using the soprano 
recorders.  Children continue to work on vocal intonation and musical interpretation.  Repertoire 
includes seasonal songs, songs from different cultures and in different languages. 
 
II.  Course Outline 

1.​ Music literacy is emphasized throughout the Lower School music curriculum, using the 
Kodaly and Orff-Schulwerk approaches.  

2.​ The units for the year include the following musical concepts and activities: 
a.​ Songs and games to be used for teaching 
b.​ Songs and games that tie in with the fifth grade academic curriculum  
c.​ Beat and rhythm 
d.​ Refinement of vocal intonation and accuracy 
e.​ Reinforcement of whole, dotted half, half, quarter, eighth note, and sixteenth note 

rhythms and rests in duple and compound meters 
f.​ Introduction and practice of sixteenth note rhythmic patterns 
g.​ Practice reading rhythms with traditional counting (“1 and 2 and,” etc.) 
h.​ Reinforcement of known solfa: the major scale 
i.​ Introduction to steps and skips when sight-singing with solfa 
j.​ Practice reading two-part vocal music score and understand meter, repeats, first 

and second endings, dal segno, da capo, fine, coda, dynamic markings, and 
rehearsal letters 

k.​ Reinforce ensemble skills on the Orff instruments, ostinati using known and new 
musical elements, layering of three or more parts together 

l.​ Practice improvising simple melodies on the classroom instruments 
m.​ Reinforcement of treble clef and absolute note names of the treble and bass clefs 

(letter names) 
n.​ Reinforce recorder notes: G, A, B, C, D, low E, low D, and F# 
o.​ Create rhythmic and melodic compositions 
p.​ Preparation for and performance in an evening concert 
q.​ Preparation for and performance at the Closing Ceremonies 

  
III.  Materials and Resources 
Sources include the following materials: 

1.​ Unaccompanied song collections 
2.​ Song collections with piano accompaniment 
3.​ Two-part song collections 
4.​ Rounds and canons 
5.​ Handbells, ukuleles, piano keyboards, Orff instruments, non-pitched percussion (hand 

drums, congas, bongo drums, triangle, finger cymbals, wood blocks, claves, and gong) 
and pitched percussion (xylophones, metallophones, and glockenspiels) 
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6.​ Orff resources include folk Songs with Orff accompaniments and original compositions 
or arrangements for Orff Instrumentarium. 

7.​ Recorder resources include methods, duet books, with and without Orff accompaniment. 
8.​ Sight-singing 
9.​ Writing practice 

 
IV.  Measurable Objectives 

1.​ Can read, perform, and compose rhythms and melodies using whole, dotted half, half, 
quarter, eighth note, and sixteenth note rhythms and rests in duple and compound meters 

2.​ Can count rhythms using the traditional system (“one and two and,” etc.) 
3.​ Can sight-sing staff notation in simple diatonic patterns   
4.​ Can distinguish major from minor 
5.​ Can identify absolute note-names in treble and bass clefs 
6.​ Can read melodic patterns on the recorder 
7.​ Can follow a vocal score: repeats, first and second endings, alto or soprano vocal line, 

dynamic markings, rehearsal letters, da capo, dal segno, coda, fine 
8.​ Can improvise simple melodies on the classroom instruments 
9.​ Can play multi-part music of increased rhythmic complexity together with peers in strict 

time 
10.​Can create rhythmic and melodic compositions 

  
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Assessment techniques include teacher observation of children working individually and 
as a group.  

2.​ Solo singing, solo instrumental work, and written work are also techniques used to gauge 
individual student progress. 
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Lower School Information Literacy Curriculum Information 

Lower School Information Literacy Overview 
The Lower School Library Information Literacy program provides literature studies and 
appreciation, information skills, academic support and patron interest/reading level advisory, 
while also incorporating themes that reflect the diversity and social emotional needs of our 
student population and our society. The information literacy curriculum is closely centered upon 
the academic goals of the classroom and aims to bolster both our students’ educational needs and 
our faculty’s teaching strategies. The information literacy and technology curricula are closely 
intertwined and research and information skills’ goals are reflected in each of the classes. The 
Lower School Library Media Center has an open door policy that encourages students, faculty, 
staff, and families to make use of the library’s facilities before and after school, as well as any 
time during the academic day. 
  
KINDERGARTEN 
I.  Overview 
The Lower School Information Literacy program provides literature appreciation via diverse 
perspectives, library application skills, information and research skills, academic support, and 
patron interest/reading level advisory. It is closely integrated with all curriculum taught in 
kindergarten. The Lower School Media Specialist conducts two 45-minute information literacy 
classes per week with kindergarten students, with book selection and circulation incorporated 
into each class.  
 
II.  Course Outline 

1.​ Library citizenship and book selection – Book care, use of shelf markers, choosing “just 
right” books 

2.​ Book knowledge – Cover, title, author, title page, dedication page 
3.​ Literary genres – Fiction v. non-fiction, folk/fairy/tall tales, humor 
4.​ Library Sections – Easy fiction, non-fiction, leveled readers, magazines, seasonal and 

thematic book displays 
5.​ Author and illustrator studies in collaboration with the art teacher 
6.​ Award winners – Caldecott, Newbery, Coretta Scott King, Theodore Geisel Award 
7.​ Monthly themes and activities – African-American/Native American/Latino History 

Month, Banned Books Week, Scholastic/Usborne Book Fairs, National Poetry Month 
8.​ Presentations – Authors, illustrators, Dawson faculty/students 
9.​ Research—formulate research questions, use print and digital resources to find 

information on a topic, note-taking  
10.​Writing – Beginning research and reports, creative writing, comic creation, understanding 

basics of plagiarism 
11.​Imaginative play – Students regularly re-tell favorite stories through pretending/acting, 

puppet shows, etc. 
12.​Comprehension skills – Using pictures and beginning writing skills to summarize and 

retell various aspects of stories (such as the elements of story) 
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13.​Diversity in literature – Read and discuss texts from a variety of perspectives in an effort 
to expose children to a variety of ideas, cultures, socioeconomic backgrounds, life 
experiences, etc. 

14.​The Human Narrative via Storytelling—diverse families, biographies, writing personal 
narratives, etc. 

 
III.   Materials and Resources 

1.​ Materials for information literacy lessons include: books, laptops/iPads (internet and 
apps), pencils, paper, crayons, colored pencils, colored markers, rulers, folders, glue, 
scissors, construction paper, colored stock paper (65#), and craft materials. 

2.​ Resources include: Dawson LS and US library book collection, various websites and 
state standards guidelines, 100 Best Books for Children, 60 Years of Notable Children’s 
Books, Horn Book Magazine, School Library Journal, Children’s Core Collection, 20th 
ed., Across Cultures: A Guide to Multicultural Literature for Children, Multicultural 
Children’s Literature: Through the Eyes of Many Children, Building Moral Intelligence: 
The Seven Essential Virtues that Teach Kids to do the Right Thing, Thinking Maps: A 
Language for Learning. 

3.​ Various websites and iPad/iPod apps 
 
IV.   Measurable Objectives 
Students will demonstrate knowledge of the following topics. 

1.​ Circulation procedures 
2.​ Library use and citizenship 
3.​ Fiction and non-fiction material 
4.​ Section locations 
5.​ Author, illustrator, and genre studies 
6.​ Monthly library themes 
7.​ Literature appreciation  

 
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Teacher observations 
2.​ Student participation 
3.​ Oral/written presentation 
4.​ Skills games 

  

FIRST GRADE 
I.  Overview 
The Lower School Information Literacy program provides literature appreciation, library  
application skills, information and research skills, academic support, and patron  
interest/reading level advisory. It is closely integrated with all curriculum taught in first grade. 
The Lower School Media Specialist conducts two 45-minute information literacy classes per 
week with first grade students, with book selection and circulation incorporated into each class. 
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II.  Course Outline 
1.​ Library citizenship and book selection – Book care, use of shelf markers, choosing “just 

right” books 
2.​ Book knowledge – Cover, spine, title page, table of contents, index, title, author 
3.​ Literary genres – Fiction v. non-fiction, historical fiction, biography, folk/fairy/tall tales 
4.​ Story elements – Characters, plot, setting, problem/solution 
5.​ Library Sections – Easy fiction, fiction series, non-fiction, leveled readers, magazines, 

reference resources, seasonal and thematic book displays 
6.​ Dewey Decimal Classification System – Understanding that non-fiction is divided by 

subject  
7.​ Author and illustrator studies 
8.​ Award winners – Caldecott, Newbery, Coretta Scott King 
9.​ Reference skills – Non-fiction features such as index, table of contents 
10.​Technology integration – Online databases and websites, WebPath Express 
11.​Monthly themes and activities – African-American/Native American/Latino History 

Month, Banned Books Week, Scholastic/Usborne Book Fairs, National Poetry Month 
12.​Presentations – Authors, illustrators, Dawson faculty/students 
13.​Writing – Beginning research and reports, creative writing, comic creation, understanding 

basics of plagiarism 
14.​eBooks – Accessing, circulation procedures, etc. 
15.​Comprehension skills – Using story maps, pictures, and beginning writing skills to 

summarize and retell various aspects of stories such as the elements of story 
16.​Diversity in literature – Read and discuss texts from a variety of perspectives in an effort 

to expose children to a variety of ideas, cultures, socioeconomic backgrounds, life 
experiences, etc. 

17.​Beginning map skills—using world maps to make connections in literature 
18.​Research—formulate research questions, use print and digital resources to find 

information on a topic, note-taking. 
 
III.   Materials and Resources 

1.​ Materials for information literacy lessons include: computers (internet and software), 
pencils, paper, crayons, colored pencils, colored markers, rulers, folders, glue, scissors, 
construction paper, colored stock paper (65#), and craft materials. 

2.​ Resources include: Dawson LS and US library book collection, various websites and 
state standards guidelines, 100 Best Books for Children, 60 Years of Notable Children’s 
Books, Horn Book Magazine, School Library Journal, Children’s Core Collection, 20th 
ed., Across Cultures: A Guide to Multicultural Literature for Children, Multicultural 
Children’s Literature: Through the Eyes of Many Children, Building Moral Intelligence: 
The Seven Essential Virtues that Teach Kids to do the Right Thing, Thinking Maps: A 
Language for Learning. 

3.​ Various websites and iPad/iPod app 
 
IV.  Measurable Objectives 
Students will demonstrate knowledge of the following topics: 

1.​ Circulation procedures 
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2.​ Library use and citizenship 
3.​ Material location and organization (fiction: alpha, non-fiction: numeric) 
4.​ Author, illustrator, and genre studies 
5.​ Technology and reference resources 
6.​ Monthly library themes 
7.​ Literature appreciation  

 
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Teacher observations 
2.​ Student participation 
3.​ Oral/written presentation 
4.​ Skills games 

  

SECOND GRADE 
I.  Overview 
The Lower School Information Literacy program provides literature appreciation, library  
application skills, information and research skills, academic support, and patron  
interest/reading level advisory. It is closely integrated with all curriculum taught in second grade. 
The Lower School Media Specialist conducts two 45-minute information literacy classes per 
week with second grade students. 
 
II.  Course Outline 

1.​ Library citizenship and book selection 
2.​ Book knowledge – Spine tag, call number, title page, table of contents, title, author, 

publisher, copyright date 
3.​ Literary genres – Fiction v. non-fiction, historical fiction, folk/fairy/tall tales, fantasy, 

realistic fiction, comics and graphic novels 
4.​ Story elements – Characters, plot, setting, problem/solution, theme 
5.​ Library Sections – Easy fiction, fiction series, general fiction, non-fiction, magazines, 

reference resources, audiovisual materials, seasonal and thematic book displays 
6.​ Dewey Decimal Classification System – Ten major divisions 
7.​ Author and illustrator studies 
8.​ Award winners – Caldecott, Newbery, Coretta Scott King 
9.​ Reference skills – Encyclopedia, dictionary, thesaurus, non-fiction features 
10.​Technology integration – EBSCO database, WebPath Express websites, online 

dictionaries, almanacs, and thesauri, using Word to write reports 
11.​Monthly themes and activities – African-American/Native American/Latino History 

Month, Banned Books Week, Scholastic/Usborne Book Fairs, National Poetry Month 
12.​Presentations – Authors, illustrators, Dawson faculty/students 
13.​Writing – Reports, creative writing, comic creation, understanding basics of plagiarism 
14.​eBooks – Accessing, circulation procedures 
15.​Comprehension skills – Using story maps and writing skills to summarize and re-tell 

various aspects of stories (such as the elements of story) 
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16.​Diversity in literature – Read and discuss texts from a variety of perspectives in an effort 
to expose children to a variety of ideas, cultures, socioeconomic backgrounds, life 
experiences, etc. 

17.​Media Literacy – Read and discuss a variety of current events texts from Newsela to gain 
an appreciation for and understanding of multiple perspectives while also building 
comprehension skills.  

18.​Research—formulate research questions, use print and digital resources to find 
information on a topic, note-taking  

 
III.   Materials and Resources 

1.​ Materials for information literacy lessons include: computers (internet and software), 
pencils, paper, crayons, colored pencils, colored markers, rulers, folders, glue, scissors, 
construction paper, colored stock paper (65#), and craft materials. 

2.​ Resources include: Dawson LS and US library book collection, various websites and 
state standards guidelines, 100 Best Books for Children, 60 Years of Notable Children’s 
Books, Horn Book Magazine, School Library Journal, Children’s Core Collection, 20th 
ed., Across Cultures: A Guide to Multicultural Literature for Children, Multicultural 
Children’s Literature: Through the Eyes of Many Children, Building Moral Intelligence: 
The Seven Essential Virtues that Teach Kids to do the Right Thing, Thinking Maps: A 
Language for Learning. 

3.​ Various websites and iPad/iPod apps 
 
IV.  Measurable Objectives 
Students will demonstrate knowledge of the following topics: 

1.​ Circulation procedures 
2.​ Library use and citizenship 
3.​ Material location and organization (fiction: alphabetical, non-fiction: numeric) 
4.​ Author, illustrator, and genre studies 
5.​ Technology and reference resources 
6.​ Bibliographic information 
7.​ Monthly library themes 
8.​ Literature appreciation 

 
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Teacher observations 
2.​ Student participation 
3.​ Oral/written presentation 
4.​ Skills games 

 
 
THIRD GRADE 
I.  Overview 
The Lower School Information Literacy program provides literature appreciation, library  
application skills, information and research skills, academic support, and patron  
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interest/reading level advisory. It is closely integrated with all curriculum taught in third grade. 
The Lower School Media Specialist conducts two 45-minute information literacy classes per 
week with third grade students. 
 
II.  Course Outline 

1.​ Library citizenship and book selection 
2.​ Book knowledge – Spine tag, call number, title page, table of contents, title, author, 

publisher, copyright date, glossary, index 
3.​ Literary genres – Fiction, non-fiction, fantasy, historical fiction, adventure, sci-fi 
4.​ Story elements – Characters, plot, setting, problem/solution, theme 
5.​ Library Sections – Easy fiction, fiction series, general fiction, non-fiction, magazines, 

reference resources, audiovisual materials, seasonal and thematic book displays 
6.​ Dewey Decimal Classification System – Ten major divisions 
7.​ Author and illustrator studies 
8.​ Award winners – Caldecott, Newbery, Coretta Scott King 
9.​ Reference skills – Encyclopedia, dictionary, thesaurus, almanac, atlas, non-fiction 

features 
10.​Technology integration – Catalog search, EBSCO database, WebPath Express, online 

dictionaries, almanacs, and thesauri 
11.​Monthly themes and activities – African-American/Native American/Latino History 

Month, Banned Books Week, Scholastic/Usborne Book Fairs, National Poetry Month 
12.​Writing – Note-taking, reports, creative writing, comic creation, understanding basics of 

plagiarism 
13.​Comprehension skills – Using story maps and writing skills to summarize and re-tell 

various aspects of stories such as the elements of the story 
14.​Diversity in literature – Read and discuss texts from a variety of perspectives in an effort 

to expose children to a variety of ideas, cultures, socioeconomic backgrounds, life 
experiences, etc. 

15.​Colorado history through literature—Latino American experience in literature 
(segregation in Colorado), Women of the Wild West in literature, pioneer youth 

16.​Media literacy – Read and discuss a variety of current events texts from Newsela to gain 
an appreciation for and understanding of multiple perspectives while also building 
comprehension skills; website evaluation, dangers of internet for research reliability 

17.​First Amendment—Five freedoms, free speech vs. hate speech, censorship 
18.​Research—formulate research questions, use print and digital resources to find 

information on a topic, note-taking  
 
III.   Materials and Resources 

1.​ Materials for information literacy lessons include: computers (internet and software), 
pencils, paper, crayons, colored pencils, colored markers, rulers, folders, glue, scissors, 
construction paper, colored stock paper (65#), and craft materials. 

2.​ Resources include: Dawson LS and US library book collection, various websites and 
state standards guidelines, 100 Best Books for Children, 60 Years of Notable Children’s 
Books, Horn Book Magazine, School Library Journal, Children’s Core Collection, 20th 
ed., Across Cultures: A Guide to Multicultural Literature for Children, Multicultural 
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Children’s Literature: Through the Eyes of Many Children, Building Moral Intelligence: 
The Seven Essential Virtues that Teach Kids to do the Right Thing, Thinking Maps: A 
Language for Learning. 

3.​ Various websites and iPad/iPod apps  
 
IV.   Measurable Objectives 
Students will demonstrate knowledge of the following topics: 

1.​ Circulation procedures 
2.​ Independent use of library materials 
3.​ Material location and organization (fiction: alphabetical; non-fiction: numeric) 
4.​ Author, illustrator, and genre studies 
5.​ Catalog searches 
6.​ Technology and reference resources 
7.​ Bibliographic information 
8.​ Monthly library themes 
9.​ Literature appreciation 

 
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Teacher observations 
2.​ Student participation 
3.​ Oral/written presentation 
4.​ Skills games 

  
 
FOURTH GRADE 
I.  Overview 
The Lower School Information Literacy program provides literature appreciation, library  
application skills, information and research skills, academic support, and patron  
interest/reading level advisory. It is closely integrated with all curriculum taught in fourth grade. 
The Lower School Media Specialist conducts two 45-minute information literacy classes per 
week with fourth grade students. 
 
II. Course Outline 

1.​ Library citizenship and book selection 
2.​ Book knowledge – Spine label, call number, title page, table of contents, title, author, 

publisher, copyright date, glossary, index 
3.​ Citations – Components, how to create, plagiarism, giving credit for work 
4.​ Literary genres – Monthly genre studies and book reports 
5.​ Story elements – Characters, plot, setting, problem/solution, theme 
6.​ Library Sections – Easy fiction, fiction series, general fiction, non-fiction, magazines, 

reference resources, audiovisual materials, seasonal, and thematic book displays 
7.​ Dewey Decimal Classification System – Ten major divisions 
8.​ Author and illustrator studies 
9.​ Award winners – Caldecott, Newbery, Coretta Scott King 
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10.​Reference skills – Encyclopedia, dictionary, thesaurus, almanac, atlas, non-fiction 
features 

11.​Technology integration – Catalog search, EBSCO database, WebPath Express, website 
evaluation, literary blogging activities 

12.​Monthly themes and activities – African-American/Native American/Latino History 
Month, Banned Books Week, Scholastic/Usborne Book Fairs, National Poetry Month 

13.​Presentations – Authors, illustrators, Dawson faculty/students 
14.​Writing – Research, reports, essay/literature response writing, creative writing, comic 

creation, bibliographies/citations page 
15.​Comprehension skills – Using story maps and writing skills to summarize and re-tell 

various aspects of stories such as the elements of story 
16.​Diversity in literature – Read and discuss texts from a variety of perspectives in an effort 

to expose children to a variety of ideas, cultures, socioeconomic backgrounds, life 
experiences, etc. 

17.​Media literacy – Read and discuss a variety of current events texts from Newsela to gain 
an appreciation for and understanding of multiple perspectives while also building 
comprehension skills; website evaluation, dangers of internet for research reliability 

18.​First Amendment—Five freedoms, free speech vs. hate speech, censorship 
19.​Research—formulate research questions, use print and digital resources to find 

information on a topic, note-taking  
 
III.   Materials and Resources 

1.​ Materials for information literacy lessons include: computers (internet and software), 
pencils, paper, crayons, colored pencils, colored markers, rulers, folders, glue, scissors, 
construction paper, colored stock paper (65#), and craft materials. 

2.​ Resources include: Dawson LS and US library book collection, various websites and 
state standards guidelines, 100 Best Books for Children, 60 Years of Notable Children’s 
Books, Horn Book Magazine, School Library Journal, Children’s Core Collection, 20th 
ed., Across Cultures: A Guide to Multicultural Literature for Children, Multicultural 
Children’s Literature: Through the Eyes of Many Children, Building Moral Intelligence: 
The Seven Essential Virtues that Teach Kids to do the Right Thing, Thinking Maps: A 
Language for Learning. 

3.​ Various websites and iPad/iPod apps 
  
IV.   Measurable Objectives 
Students will demonstrate knowledge of the following topics: 

1.​ Circulation procedures 
2.​ Independent use of library materials 
3.​ Material location and organization (fiction: alpha, non-fiction: numeric) 
4.​ Author, illustrator, and genre studies 
5.​ Catalog searches 
6.​ Technology and reference resources 
7.​ Bibliographic information 
8.​ Monthly library themes 
9.​ Literature appreciation 
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V.  Assessments 

1.​ Teacher observations 
2.​ Student participation 
3.​ Oral/written presentation 
4.​ Skills games 

 
 
FIFTH GRADE 
I.  Overview 
The 5th Grade Information Literacy program focuses on developing media literacy skills in an 
increasingly media rich society.  Throughout the year, students spend time examining various 
advertising, news, and opinion media, as well as social media, in an effort to better discern fact 
from fiction.  Students also research the freedoms guaranteed in the First Amendment, how they 
apply to our daily lives, and the difference between free speech and hate speech.  Over the course 
of the school year, students also examine a variety of media and primary sources related to youth 
movements, civic engagement, and notable court cases affecting equitable education in the 
United States during the 20th century.  Students then use this knowledge to research a cause that 
is important to them in an effort to affect change in their own communities.  The Lower School 
Media Specialist conducts two 45-minute information literacy classes per week with fifth grade 
students. 
  
II.  Course Outline 

A.​ Research—formulate research questions, use print and digital resources to find 
information on a topic, note-taking, use findings to craft concise, well-organized 
nonfiction writing. 

B.​ Media literacy – Read and discuss a variety of current events texts from Newsela to gain 
an appreciation for and understanding of multiple perspectives while also building 
comprehension skills; website evaluation, dangers of internet for research reliability 

C.​ First Amendment—Five freedoms, free speech vs. hate speech, censorship 
D.​ Diversity in literature – Read and discuss texts from a variety of perspectives in an effort 

to expose children to a variety of genres, ideas, cultures, socioeconomic backgrounds, life 
experiences, etc. 

E.​ Students will learn about the First Amendment and the rights it guarantees by celebrating 
Banned Books Week. 

F.​ Resource evaluation--Students will be able to evaluate print and digital media sources to 
determine their validity, reliability, and intent. 

G.​ Students will consider how perspective applies to information and media literacy and 
how that perspective shapes the media around them (including broadcast news, reference 
texts, and news articles). 

H.​ Students will study the following court cases, and the students involved in them, in an 
effort to understand policy changes regarding the struggle for equitable education in U.S. 
schools: Mendez v. Westminster School District of Orange County (1947); Davis v. 
County School Board of Prince Edward County (1951); and Brown v. Board of Education 
of Topeka (1954). 
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I.​ Students will study the El Movimiento (Colorado Chicano Movement) and the struggle 
for equality faced by Latinx youth in Colorado during the 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s.  
Students will learn about important leaders in the Movement, including Corky Gonzalez, 
Dolores Huerta, and Cesar Chavez.  They will also learn about how the Movement played 
out in local communities including Denver, Boulder, and Weld County, and the 
segregation the Movement sought to eradicate in Colorado. 

J.​ Students will study and discuss the Children’s March (Birmingham, 1963). 
K.​ In collaboration with the 5th Grade Language Arts Teacher, and using Project Citizen as a 

framework, students will use their knowledge of student-led movements to research a 
topic that they care about and work to affect change in their own communities. 
 

  
III.  Materials and Resources 

A.​ Various websites, news media, documentaries, and primary sources 
B.​ Project Citizen framework 
C.​ Various print media including newspaper articles and advertisements 
D.​ Current and classic middle grades fiction and non-fiction titles 
E.​ iPads 

  
IV.  Measurable Objectives 
Students will demonstrate knowledge of the following topics: 

A.​ Library circulation procedures 
B.​ Technology and reference resources 
C.​ Bibliographic information 
D.​ Literature appreciation 
E.​ Genre studies 
F.​ First Amendment rights 
G.​ Censorship 
H.​ Civic engagement 

  
V.  Assessment 

A.​ Teacher observations 
B.​ Student participation 
C.​ Oral/written presentation 
D.​ Skills games 
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Lower School Physical Education Curriculum Information 
 
Lower School Physical Education Overview 
Overall movement education goals in the Lower School focus on a combination of fitness, skill 
and concept development, and behavior.  Teachers work with students to help each of them set 
goals, develop, and maintain an individual level of fitness.  Teachers work to develop and 
enhance movement competency for each student, while fostering a basic understanding of the 
principles behind the movements.  Development of responsible and respectful personal and 
social behavior while in a physically active setting is essential.  The primary units of 
development focus on five areas:  Locomotion/Body Management, Manipulative Skills, 
Movement Concepts, Fitness Day, and Behavior, with developmentally appropriate activities at 
each grade level. 
 
KINDERGARTEN 
I.  Overview 
The focus of physical education at the kindergarten level is to begin the development of body 
management and locomotor skills.  By learning and practicing these skills, the foundation for all 
other movement concepts and activities is set.  The students are introduced to the manipulative 
skills of kicking, dodging, fleeing, throwing, catching, tracking, striking, volleying, dribbling, 
juggling, hula hooping, and tumbling.  Space and body awareness are taught and practiced at 
various times.  Fitness concepts are taught and practiced, targeting knowledge of the heart and 
lungs, as well as large muscle groups. 
  
II.  Course Outline 

1.​ Locomotion/Body Management includes walking in different directions (forward, 
backward, sideways), beginning running, skipping, galloping, hopping, jumping, leaping, 
and sliding. 

2.​ Manipulatives Skills include underhand toss, underhand roll, overhand throw, catch, and 
kick. 

3.​ Movement Concepts include concepts of space, e.g., self vs. shared, straight vs. curved 
pathways, concepts of time, e.g., slow vs. fast speed/pace, concepts of force, e.g., hard vs. 
soft. 

4.​ Fitness Day includes an introduction to cardio-respiratory endurance, stretching, balance, 
identification of muscles, awareness of change in heart rate and breathing rate. 

5.​ Behavior includes showing respect for self, others, equipment, space, and class rules. 
6.​ Nutrition includes knowledge of the food pyramid, food groups, and healthy choices. 

  
III.  Materials and Resources 

1.​ Boulder Valley School District Elementary Physical Education Committee. (2003).  
Elementary Physical Education Guide for Curriculum and Assessment, Boulder, CO: 
Division of Learning Services. 

2.​ Graham, G., Holt-Hale, S., and Parker, M. (2004). Children Moving: A Reflective 
Approach to Teaching Physical Education. Boston: McGraw-Hill. 
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3.​ National Association for Sport and Physical Education. (1995). Moving Into the Future: 
National Standards for Physical Education. Boston: McGraw-Hill. 

4.​ Pangrazi, R. (2000). Dynamic Physical Education for Elementary School Children. 
Boston: Allyn and Bacon. 

5.​ Pangrazi, R. (2000). Lesson Plans for Dynamic Physical Education for Elementary 
School Children. Boston: Allyn and Bacon. 

6.​ Pangrazi, R. (2000). Lesson Plans for Dynamic Physical Education for Elementary 
School Children. Boston: Allyn and Bacon. 

  
IV.  Measurable Objectives 
Locomotion/Body Management 

1.​ Walks using proper technique while traveling in different directions (forward, backward, 
sideways). 

2.​ Beginning to show proper technique in running, skipping, galloping, hopping, jumping, 
and sliding. 

  
Manipulative Skills 

1.​ Rolls and tosses underhand, demonstrating opposition and follow-through. 
2.​ Kicks a stationary ball. 
3.​ Catches a self-tossed ball. 
4.​ Strikes a light ball (e.g., balloon, beach ball) repeatedly in the air using one hand, two 

hands, arms, or a paddle. 
  
Physical Fitness Concepts 

1.​ Demonstrates awareness of change in heart rate and breathing rate. 
  
Behavior 

1.​ Exhibits respect for self, teacher, classmates, equipment, and space. 
2.​ Works safely and productively during activity time. 

Nutrition 
1.​ Knowledge of food pyramid and food groups. 

  
V.  Assessments 
The kindergarten physical education assessment is based on visual observation of the following 
topics: 

1.​ Work habits/attitude 
2.​ Locomotion/rhythm 
3.​ Manipulatives 
4.​ Kinesthetic awareness 
5.​ Games/activities 
6.​ Fitness 
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FIRST GRADE 
I.  Overview 
The focus for first-grade physical education is on continuing to develop physical and body 
management skills.  Locomotor skills are revisited and refined.  The manipulative skills of 
kicking, dodging, fleeing, throwing, catching, tracking, striking, volleying, dribbling, juggling, 
hula hooping, and tumbling continue to be practiced and refined.  Students also learn to piece 
different skills together to form more difficult sequences.  The idea of spatial awareness is 
covered through a variety of movement activities.  Game concepts and strategies begin to 
become a focus during instruction and game play.  Fitness concepts are taught and practiced, 
targeting cardio-respiratory and muscular endurance, flexibility, balance, and muscular strength. 
  
II.  Course Outline 

1.​ Locomotion/Body Management/Rhythm includes running, skipping, galloping, hopping, 
jumping, leaping, and sliding, introduction to jump ropes and hula hoops. 

2.​ Manipulative Skills include underhand throw, overhand throw, catch before bounce, hand 
dribble, foot dribble, strike with hand(s)/arms/paddle. 

3.​ Fitness Day includes cardio-respiratory endurance, stretching, introduction to muscular 
strength/endurance exercises (e.g., push-ups, front planks). 

4.​ Behavior includes positive work habits and showing respect for self, others, equipment, 
space, class rules, and game rules. 

5.​ Nutrition includes knowledge of the food pyramid, food groups, and learning to read food 
labels, and the knowledge of healthy vs. unhealthy foods. 

  
III.  Materials and Resources 

1.​ Boulder Valley School District Elementary Physical Education Committee. (2003). 
Elementary Physical Education Guide for Curriculum and Assessment. Boulder, CO: 
Division of Learning Services. 

2.​ Graham, G., Holt-Hale, S., and Parker, M. (2004). Children Moving: A Reflective 
Approach to Teaching Physical Education. Boston: McGraw-Hill. 

3.​ National Association for Sport and Physical Education. (1995). Moving Into the Future: 
National Standards for Physical Education. Boston: McGraw-Hill. 

4.​ Pangrazi, R. (2000). Dynamic Physical Education for Elementary School Children. 
Boston: Allyn and Bacon. 

5.​ Pangrazi, R. (2000). Lesson Plans for Dynamic Physical Education for Elementary 
School Children. Boston: Allyn and Bacon. 

  
IV.  Measurable Objectives 
Locomotion/Body Management/Rhythm 

1.​ Demonstrates proper techniques of running, skipping, galloping, hopping, jumping, and 
sliding while maintaining a steady beat. 

2.​ Jumps a long jump rope using a two-feet pattern. 
3.​ Spins a hula hoop on one arm/hand and around waist, tosses and catches a hula hoop. 

  
Manipulative Skills 

1.​ Tosses underhand, demonstrating opposition and follow through. 
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2.​ Throws overhand, demonstrating side orientation, opposition, rotation, and follow 
through. 

3.​ Catches a gently-thrown ball using proper hand/foot position. 
4.​ Dribbles a ball with one hand while maintaining control/self-space. 
5.​ Dribbles a ball with feet around stationary objects while maintaining control. 
6.​ Strikes a light ball (e.g., balloon, beach ball) repeatedly in the air using one hand, two 

hands, arms, or a paddle. 
  
Physical Fitness 

1.​ Participates in and sustains moderate to vigorous physical activity for short to moderate 
periods of time. 

2.​ Identifies changes in the body (e.g., increased heart rate, increased breathing rate, 
sweating) resulting from moderate to vigorous physical activity. 

3.​ Identifies benefits resulting from regular participation in physical activity. 
  
Behavior 

1.​ Exhibits respect for self, teacher, classmates, equipment, and space. 
2.​ Works safely and productively during activity time. 

  
Nutrition 

1.​ Knowledge of food pyramid and food groups. 
2.​ Learn to read food labels. 

  
V.  Assessments 
The first grade physical education assessment is based on visual observation of the following 
topics: 

1.​ Work habits/attitude 
2.​ Locomotion/rhythm 
3.​ Manipulatives 
4.​ Kinesthetic awareness 
5.​ Games/activities 
6.​ Fitness 

  
 
SECOND GRADE 
I.  Overview 
The focus for second-grade physical education is on continuing to develop physical and body 
management skills and beginning to refine gross and fine motor movements.  The manipulative 
skills of kicking, punting, dodging, fleeing, throwing, catching, tracking, striking, volleying, 
dribbling, juggling, hula hooping, and tumbling continue to be practiced and refined.  Multiple 
skills are practiced in sequence, which helps students perform more accurately in game 
situations.  Game concepts and strategies are focused on while students learn to perceive field 
and play area dimensions and space.  Fitness concepts are taught and practiced on fitness days, 
targeting cardio-respiratory and muscular endurance, flexibility, balance, and muscular strength. 
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II.  Course Outline 
1.​ Locomotion/Body Management/Rhythm includes running, skipping, galloping, hopping, 

jumping, leaping, and sliding, jump rope, and hula hoops. 
2.​ Manipulative Skills include underhand throw, overhand throw, catch before bounce, hand 

dribble, foot dribble, strike with hand(s)/arms/paddle. 
3.​ Fitness Day includes cardio-respiratory endurance, stretching, balance, muscular 

strength/endurance exercises (e.g., push-ups, front planks). 
4.​ Behavior includes positive work habits and showing respect for self, others, equipment, 

space, class rules, game rules, and sportsmanship. 
5.​ Nutrition includes knowledge of the food pyramid, food groups, learning to read food 

labels, comparing whole grains to refined/bleached grains, and the knowledge of healthy 
vs. unhealthy foods. 

 
III.  Materials and Resources 

1.​ Boulder Valley School District Elementary Physical Education Committee. (2003). 
Elementary Physical Education Guide for Curriculum and Assessment. Boulder, CO: 
Division of Learning Services. 

2.​ Graham, G., Holt-Hale, S., and Parker, M. (2004). Children Moving: A Reflective 
Approach to Teaching Physical Education. Boston: McGraw-Hill. 

3.​ National Association for Sport and Physical Education. (1995). Moving Into the Future: 
National Standards for Physical Education. Boston: McGraw-Hill. 

4.​ Pangrazi, R. (2000). Dynamic Physical Education for Elementary School Children. 
Boston: Allyn and Bacon. 

5.​ Pangrazi, R. (2000). Lesson Plans for Dynamic Physical Education for Elementary 
School Children. Boston: Allyn and Bacon. 

  
IV.  Measurable Objectives 
Locomotion/Body Management/Rhythm 

1.​ Demonstrates proper techniques of running, skipping, galloping, hopping, jumping, and 
2.​ sliding while maintaining a steady beat. 
3.​ Jumps a long jump rope using a two feet pattern. 
4.​ Spins a hula-hoop on one arm/hand and around waist, tosses and catches a hula- hoop. 

  
Manipulative Skills 

1.​ Throws underhand, demonstrating opposition and follow through. 
2.​ Throws overhand, demonstrating side orientation, opposition, rotation, and follow 

through. 
3.​ Catches a gently thrown ball using proper hand/foot position. 
4.​ Dribbles a ball with one hand while maintaining control/self-space. 
5.​ Dribbles a ball with feet around stationary objects while maintaining control. 
6.​ Strikes a light ball (e.g., balloon, beach ball) repeatedly in the air using one hand, two 

hands, arms, or a paddle. 
  
Physical Fitness 

1.​ Participates in and sustains moderate to vigorous physical activity for short to moderate 
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2.​ periods of time. Identifies changes in the body (e.g., increased heart rate, increased 
breathing rate, sweating) resulting from moderate to vigorous physical activity. 

a.​ Identifies benefits resulting from regular participation in physical activity. 
  
Behavior 

1.​ Exhibits respect for self, teacher, classmates, equipment, and space. 
2.​ Works safely and productively during activity time. 

  
Nutrition 

1.​ Knowledge of food pyramid, and food groups. 
2.​ Learn to read food labels. 
3.​ Compare whole grains vs. refined/bleached grains. 
4.​ Compare healthy vs. unhealthy foods. 

  
V.  Assessments 
The second-grade physical education assessment is based on visual observation of the following 
topics: 

1.​ Work habits/attitude 
2.​ Locomotion/rhythm 
3.​ Manipulatives 
4.​ Kinesthetic awareness 
5.​ Games/activities 
6.​ Fitness 

 
 
THIRD GRADE 
I.  Overview 
The focus for third-grade physical education is on continuing to develop physical and movement 
skills, and continuing to refine gross and fine motor movements. The manipulative skills of 
kicking, punting, dodging, fleeing, throwing, catching, tracking, striking, volleying, dribbling, 
and juggling continue to be practiced and refined.  Students will practice putting multiple skill 
sequences together during activity and game play.  Game concepts and strategies as well as the 
idea of field, space, and positioning are emphasized.  Fitness concepts are taught and practiced 
targeting cardio-respiratory and muscular endurance, flexibility, muscular strength, and general 
wellness.  Students also use heart rate monitors to track their individual performance on fitness 
days. 
  
II.  Course Outline 

1.​ Locomotion/Body Management/Rhythm includes group and individual rope jumping, 
continued work with hula-hoops, Chasing, dodging, and fleeing games. 

2.​ Manipulative Skills include overhand throwing with force and accuracy, catching balls 
thrown off a wall or by a partner, punting a round ball or football, striking with racquets 
and bats, hand dribbling and foot dribbling in shared space, and kicking a moving ball. 

3.​ Fitness Day includes cardio-respiratory endurance, balance, muscular strength 
endurance/flexibility exercises (e.g., push-ups, front planks, stretches). 
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4.​ Behavior includes positive work habits and showing respect for self, others, equipment, 
space, class rules, and game rules. 

5.​ Nutrition includes knowledge of the food pyramid, food groups, learning to read food 
labels, comparing snacks based on information from labels, sports drinks vs. water, and 
how the media affects our decisions. 

6.​ Participation in a fitness challenge in the beginning and end of school year. 
  
III.  Materials and Resources 

1.​ Boulder Valley School District Elementary Physical Education Committee. (2003). 
Elementary Physical Education Guide for Curriculum and Assessment. Boulder, CO: 
Division of Learning Services. 

2.​ Graham, G., Holt-Hale, S., and Parker, M. (2004). Children Moving: A Reflective 
Approach to Teaching Physical Education. Boston: McGraw-Hill. 

3.​ National Association for Sport and Physical Education. (1995). Moving Into the Future: 
National Standards for Physical Education. Boston: McGraw-Hill. 

4.​ Pangrazi, R. (2000). Dynamic Physical Education for Elementary School Children. 
Boston: Allyn and Bacon. 

5.​ Pangrazi, R. (2000). Lesson Plans for Dynamic Physical Education for Elementary 
School Children. Boston: Allyn and Bacon. 

  
IV.  Measurable Objectives 
Locomotion/Body Management 

1.​ Continuously jumps a rope held by self/others. 
2.​ Spins a hula-hoop on one hand, tosses and catches a hula hoop with one hand. 
3.​ Chases, flees, and dodges in game-like settings while maintaining balance and control. 

 
Manipulative Skills 

1.​ Throws overhand, demonstrating accuracy and force to target/partner. 
2.​ Catches a ball rebounding from a wall or thrown by a partner with proper technique. 
3.​ Punts a round ball or football with proper technique to target/partner. 
4.​ Strikes a ball with a bat/racquet using proper grip and technique. 
5.​ Hand dribbles and foot dribbles a ball with proper technique while moving in shared 

space. 
6.​ Kicks a moving ball while maintaining balance. 

  
Physical Fitness 

1.​ Maintains continuous aerobic activity, identifies physical activity that develops muscular 
strength/endurance/flexibility/balance. 

2.​ Identifies the fitness principles of frequency, intensity, time, and type of activity. 
  
Behavior 

1.​ Exhibits respect for self, teacher, classmates, equipment, and space. 
2.​ Works safely and productively during activity time. 

  
Nutrition 
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1.​ Knowledge of food pyramid and food groups. 
2.​ Learn to read food labels. 
3.​ Compare snacks based on information from labels. 
4.​ Sports drinks vs. water, and how media affects our decision. 

  
V.  Assessments 
The third grade physical education assessment is based on visual observation of the following 
topics: 

1.​ Work habits/attitude 
2.​ Locomotion/rhythm 
3.​ Manipulatives 
4.​ Kinesthetic awareness 
5.​ Games/activities 
6.​ Fitness 

  
 
FOURTH GRADE 
I.  Overview 
The focus for fourth-grade physical education is on continuing to develop physical and 
movement skills and continuing to develop and refine gross and fine motor movements.  The 
manipulative skills of kicking, punting, dodging, fleeing, throwing, catching, tracking, striking, 
volleying, dribbling, and juggling continue to be practiced and refined.  Students continue to 
practice putting multiple skill sequences together to perform more accurately in games and 
activities.  Game concepts, strategies, field space, and positioning continue to be taught and 
practiced.  Fitness concepts are taught and practiced targeting cardio-respiratory and muscular 
endurance, flexibility, balance, muscular strength, and general wellness.  Students also use heart 
rate monitors to measure their individual performance on fitness days. 
 
II.  Course Outline   

1.​ Locomotion/Body Management/Rhythm includes group and individual rope jumping, 
continued work with hula-hoops, chasing, dodging, and fleeing games. 

2.​ Manipulative Skills include overhand throwing with force and accuracy, catching balls 
thrown off a wall or by a partner, punting a round ball or football, striking with racquets 
and bats, hand dribbling and foot dribbling in shared space, and kicking a moving ball. 

3.​ Fitness Day includes cardiorespiratory, balance, muscular strength endurance/flexibility 
exercises (e.g., push-ups, stretches). 

4.​ Behavior includes positive work habits and showing respect for self, others, equipment, 
space, class rules, game rules, and good sportsmanship. 

5.​ Nutrition includes knowledge of the food pyramid, food groups, learning to read food 
labels, comparing snacks based on information from labels, sports drinks vs. water, and 
how the media affects our decisions. 

6.​ Participation in a fitness challenge in the beginning and end of the school year. 
  
III.  Materials and Materials 
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1.​ Boulder Valley School District Elementary Physical Education Committee. (2003). 
Elementary Physical Education Guide for Curriculum and Assessment. Boulder, CO: 
Division of Learning Services. 

2.​ Graham, G., Holt-Hale, S., and Parker, M. (2004). Children Moving: A Reflective 
Approach to Teaching Physical Education. Boston: McGraw-Hill. 

3.​ National Association for Sport and Physical Education. (1995). Moving Into the Future: 
National Standards for Physical Education. Boston: McGraw-Hill. 

4.​ Pangrazi, R. (2000). Dynamic Physical Education for Elementary School Children. 
Boston: Allyn and Bacon. 

5.​ Pangrazi, R. (2000). Lesson Plans for Dynamic Physical Education for Elementary 
School Children. Boston: Allyn and Bacon 

  
IV.  Measurable Objectives 
Locomotion/Body Management 

1.​ Continuously jumps a rope held by self/others. 
2.​ Spins a hula-hoop on one hand, tosses and catches a hula-hoop with one hand. 
3.​ Chases, flees, and dodges in game-like settings, while maintaining balance and control. 

  
Manipulative Skills 

1.​ Throws overhand, demonstrating accuracy and force to target/partner. 
2.​ Catches a ball rebounding from a wall or thrown by a partner with proper technique. 
3.​ Punts a round ball or football with proper technique to target/partner. 
4.​ Strikes a ball with a bat/racquet using proper grip and technique. 
5.​ Hand dribbles and foot dribbles a ball with proper technique while moving in shared 

space. 
6.​ Kicks a moving ball with accuracy, while maintaining balance. 

  
Physical Fitness 

1.​ Maintains continuous aerobic activity, identifies physical activity that develops muscular 
strength/endurance/flexibility/balance. 

2.​ Identifies the fitness principles of frequency, intensity, time, and type of activity. 
  
Behavior 

1.​ Exhibits respect for self, teacher, classmates, equipment, and space. 
2.​ Works safely and productively during activity time. 

  
Nutrition 

1.​ Knowledge of food pyramid and food groups. 
2.​ Learn to read food labels. 
3.​ Compare snacks based on information from labels. 
4.​ Sports drinks vs. water, and how media effects our decision. 

  
V.  Assessments 
The fourth grade physical education assessment is based on visual observation of the following 
topics: 
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1.​ Work habits/attitude 
2.​ Locomotion/rhythm 
3.​ Manipulatives 
4.​ Kinesthetic awareness 
5.​ Games/activities 
6.​ Fitness  

 
 
FIFTH GRADE 
I.  Curriculum Overview 
5th-grade Physical Education promotes competency in working individually, with a partner, in 
small groups, and on a team. There is exposure to problem solving, creative thinking, 
self-evaluation, and decision-making. The class fosters a commitment to lifetime sports, 
knowledge and rules of specific sports, and a chance to experience different sports. Each student 
will gain an appreciation and insight for lifetime fitness, athleticism, sport-specific skills and 
team skills. The class will move through units in accordance with sports being played during that 
time of year. 
  
II. Outline 

1.​ Fall units include soccer, flag football, tennis, speed-away, and fitness day once a week. 
2.​ Winter units include basketball, volleyball, floor hockey, scooters, indoor games, Frantic 

February, cup stacking, badminton, climbing wall, and a fitness day. 
3.​ Spring sports include softball, lacrosse, Frisbee golf and ultimate Frisbee, the Presidential 

Fitness tests, training for the Bolder Boulder road race, field days, and a fitness day. 
  
III.  Materials and Resources        

1.​ Elementary Physical Education Guide for Curriculum and Assessment. Physical 
Education Committee. Boulder, CO: Boulder Valley School District Elementary Division 
of Learning Services. (2003). 

2.​ Children Moving: A Reflective Approach to Teaching Physical Education. Graham, G., 
Holt-Hale, S., and Parker, M. Boston: McGraw-Hill. (2004). 

3.​ Moving Into the Future: National Standards for Physical Education. National 
Association for Sport and Physical Education. Boston: McGraw-Hill. (1995). 

4.​ Dynamic Physical Education for Elementary School Children. Pangrazi, R. Boston: Allyn 
and Bacon. (2000). 

5.​ Lesson Plans for Dynamic Physical Education for Elementary School Children. Pangrazi, 
R. Boston: Allyn and Bacon. (2000). 

  
IV.  Measurable Objectives 
Entry Skills 
The basic skills and abilities to perform specific movements that are required to play the skill 
being taught, such as throwing, catching, running, kicking, and jumping. 
  
Exit Skills 
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1.​ The student will shift from gross motor skills to fine motor skills. Examples: instead of 
just throwing a ball, now students will throw with accuracy for such sports as football, 
softball, and basketball; instead of just kicking a ball, the students will kick for direction 
and accuracy. 

2.​ Students will apply skills and movements to specific actions needed to play a certain 
game. Examples: shooting a basketball, kicking a soccer goal, hitting an object, and 
catching a ball. 

3.​ Students will begin to learn the basic rules and regulations for individual and team 
games. 

4.​ Students will understand and apply concepts of team play and interaction for different 
sports. 

5.​ Students will leave with a basic understanding of lifetime sports, such as archery, tennis, 
swimming, and Frisbee. 

6.​ Students will have gained new insights and benefits from physical fitness activities. 
  
V.    Assessment 

1.​ % participation 
2.​ % dressing out 
3.​ Effort 
4.​ Punctuality 
5.​ Sportsmanship   
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Lower School Innovation and Technology Curriculum Information 
  
Lower School Innovation and Technology Curriculum Information Overview 
Students in grades K-5 at Dawson enjoy a rigorous and adventurous study of technology. Our 
approach is multidisciplinary, and collaborative with core subjects taught in the classroom. 
Members of the Technology Department work with classroom teachers on collaborative grade 
level projects using technology. We believe that the best learning environment is one of 
application. We strive to create authentic conditions for technology application and learning.  
 
Our K-12 Innovation and Technology curriculum is focused on five primary areas: 
  

1.​ Foundational Technology Skills - Computer and mobile device use, word processing, 
presentations, spreadsheets, keyboarding, and general technology literacy 

2.​ Coding - algorithmic thinking, problem solving, logic and programming 
3.​ Engineering and Design - electronics, 2D and 3D modeling/printing, prototyping 
4.​ Robotics - design, construction, operation, and application of robots 
5.​ Digital Media - photography, video, audio, learning portfolios and reflections 

 
Students in grades K-5 have access to classroom iPads and a mobile lab of Mac laptops. These 
labs provide access to software including multiple productivity and office suite tools, the Adobe 
Creative Cloud suite of creative tools, 2D and 3D design tools, and programming IDEs. Students 
have access to multiple 3D printers, electronic learning kits and engineering and construction 
sets. 
 
KINDERGARTEN 
I. Overview 
Our goal with Kindergarten students is to foster basic proficiency in the use of desktop 
computers and related software. In addition, we introduce core concepts in coding, engineering, 
robotics, and digital media. The Technology Specialist teaches kindergarten students for 45 
minutes twice per week. 
  
II. Course Outline 

1.​ Foundational Skills - basic computer movements, keyboard recognition, using a login and 
password, saving work 

2.​ Coding - computer programming at this age is done using drag and drop coding blocks to 
establish sequences of coding commands. 

3.​ Engineering and Design – students use design software plan, build and modify three 
dimensional projects such as houses or jewelry. 

4.​ Robotics – Programming robots to follow a set of commands such as avoiding obstacles 
or following a colored line. 

5.​ Digital Media - photos, video, audio, 
6.​ Classroom Technology Integration Projects - collaborative projects which enhance core 

classroom subjects using technology. 
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III. Materials and Resources 

1.​ MacBooks 
2.​ Code.org, Scratch Jr., Scratch, Kodable 
3.​ TinkerCad, Taz 5 3D Printer 
4.​ Lego EV3 Robots 
5.​ LittleBits electronic component kits. 

  
IV.  Measurable Objectives 
Foundational Skills 

1.​ Identify and understand components of a computer 
2.​ Basic mouse and keyboard skills 
3.​ Resizing and importing images 
4.​ Parts of the keyboard/keyboarding 
5.​ Saving files 
6.​ Finding and opening applications 
7.​ Opening web browsers 
8.​ Entering a web address 
9.​ Using back/forward buttons and links to navigate in a browser 
10.​Logging in to a website 
11.​Saving, sharing, and editing work from the cloud. 

  
Coding 

1.​ Course 1 of Code.org curriculum 
2.​ Sequencing and loop functions on Kodable. 
3.​ Build your animated name using Scratch Jr. 

  
Engineering and Design 

1.​ Introduce 3D modeling and printing processes 
2.​ Design simple 3D models using primitive shapes and groupings in TinkerCad 
3.​ Introduce simple circuits using LittleBits components 
4.​ Design and build catapult using Legos 

  
Robotics 

1.​ Build simple machines using Lego gears, pulleys, and components 
2.​ Control the movement of a Lego EV3 robot in a robotics challenge 

  
Digital Media 

1.​ Importing images into documents 
2.​ Use paint programs 

  
Technology Integration Projects 

1.​ Science research brochures on jungles. 
2.​ 3D printed student designed domiciles. 
3.​ Purplemash – animal research and collaboration 
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4.​ IXL - online math practice 
5.​ Keyboard recognition practice at typing.com 
6.​ Digital Citizenship - being safe and responsible online 

  
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Teacher observation 
2.​ Student participation 
3.​ Student-created projects and digital artifacts 
4.​ Effort based grading system 

  
 
FIRST GRADE 
I. Overview 
In first grade, we build on and reinforce all of the technology skills learned in Kindergarten. The  
Technology Specialist teaches first grade students for 45 minutes twice per week. 
  
II. Course Outline 

1.​ Foundational Skills - operating system proficiency, computer management, shortcut keys 
2.​ Coding - computer programming 
3.​ Engineering and Design - electronics, 3D design and printing, prototyping solutions 
4.​ Robotics - simple machines, automation 
5.​ Digital Media - photos, video, audio 
6.​ Classroom Technology Integration Projects - collaborative projects which enhance core 

classroom subjects using technology. 
  
III. Materials and Resources 

1.​ MacBook Air Laptops 
2.​ Code.org, Scratch Jr., Scratch, Kodable 
3.​ 123D Design, Taz 4 3D Printer 
4.​ Lego EV3 Robotics 
5.​ LittleBits 
6.​ PurpleMash 
7.​ Type to Learn 

  
IV.  Measurable Objectives 
Foundational Skills 

1.​ Review skills learned in Kindergarten 
2.​ Minimizing, maximizing, managing windows and views 
3.​ Identify and understand components of the computer 
4.​ Basic file naming and saving 
5.​ Introduction to keyboard shortcuts - copy, paste, undo, quit 
6.​ Introduction to keyboarding - ‘Home Row’ technique, correct posture, eye position 
7.​ Save, access, and modify existing files. 
8.​ Create shared files accessible by classmates. 
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Coding 
1.​ Course 2 of Code.org curriculum 
2.​ Introduce sequential logic- series of specific instructions 
3.​ Introduction to Scratch coding skills 

a.​ Use simple loops and iteration in code 
b.​ Create code that understands and acts on user events - keyboard and mouse input 
c.​ Create animated sprites 
d.​ Use sound effects in Scratch code 

  
Engineering and Design 

1.​ Understand 3D modeling and printing process 
2.​ Design 3D models using extruded shapes and text with size constraints in TinkerCad. 
3.​ Use a “design thinking” challenge with littleBits to create a simple machine with a 

moving part 
4.​ Snap Circuits - exploring electronics through projects that involve connecting the correct 

circuits in the correct order. 
5.​ Continue study of simple machines using Lego gears, pulleys, and components 

  
Digital Media 

1.​ Capture photos and videos and then import them from Photobooth 
2.​ Drawing tools such as line tool, fill tool, shape tools, etc. 
3.​ Introduce Google Maps - views, Dawson campus search, zooming, measuring 

  
Technology Integration Projects 

1.​ Multimedia brochures detailing an Asian culture 
2.​ 100 days project - narrative drawings and animation 
3.​ Phet – build a circuit using correct sequence of components 
4.​ IXL - online math practice 
5.​ RazKids - online reading practice 
6.​ Digital Citizenship - being safe and responsible online 

  
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Teacher observation 
2.​ Student participation 
3.​ Student-created projects and digital artifacts 
4.​ Effort based grading system 

  
 
SECOND GRADE 
I. Overview 
In second grade, students work toward a deeper understanding of the technology skills acquired 
in kindergarten and first grade. Greater emphasis is placed on using technology to enhance 
academic skills through word processing, creating presentation slides, basic spreadsheets, and 
keyboarding. The Technology Specialist teaches second grade students for 45 minutes twice per 
week. 
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II. Course Outline 

1.​ Foundational Skills - word processing, presentations 
2.​ Coding - computer programming 
3.​ Engineering and Design - electronics, 3D design and printing, prototyping solutions 
4.​ Robotics - simple machines, automation 
5.​ Digital Media - photos, video, audio 
6.​ Classroom Technology Integration Projects - collaborative projects which enhance core 

classroom subjects using technology. 
  
III.   ​ Materials and Resources 

1.​ MacBook Air Laptops 
2.​ Code.org, Scratch Jr., Scratch 
3.​ 123D Design, Taz 4 3D Printer, TinkerCad Software 
4.​ Lego EV3 Robotics 
5.​ littleBits 
6.​ BitsBox 
7.​ Type to Learn 
8.​ Google Documents, Slides, and Drive 

  
IV.  Measurable Objectives 
Foundational Skills 

1.​ Developing file management skills - organization, folders, naming 
2.​ Learning to use “Save” vs. “Save As” 
3.​ Printing documents 
4.​ Keyboarding - body position, proper use of “home row” keys, finger memory 
5.​ Introduce Google image search for geography studies 
6.​ Google Earth - online mapping and geography 
7.​ Basic Word Processing Skills 

a.​ Create/Edit/Save/Print a document 
b.​ Using toolbars and file menus 
c.​ Formatting text - font, size, color 
d.​ Using spelling and grammar checking 

8.​ Basic Slide Presentation Skills 
a.​ Template and theme selection 
b.​ Slide layouts 
c.​ Text editing, bullets, formatting 
d.​ Inserting pictures, clip art, and shapes 
e.​ Presentation modes 

  
Coding 

1.​ Course 3 of Code.org curriculum 
2.​ Scratch coding skills 

a.​ Introduce conditional statements - if/then and branching techniques 
b.​ Introduce sound creation and editing 
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c.​ Introduce custom sprite and background creation/background changes 
  
Engineering and Design 

1.​ Design and print a custom 3D backpack tag using TinkerCad 
2.​ Drawbot Challenge - create a robot that draws autonomously using littleBits components 

and a “design thinking” process 
  
Robotics 

1.​ Continue study of simple machines using Lego gears, pulleys, and components 
2.​ Lego Mindstorm- Program basic movements and sounds, avoid obstacles. 

  
Digital Media 

1.​ Search, import, resize, and annotate images onto a digital document or drawing 
2.​ iMovie training - inserting photos and video clips, editing, titles, transitions, publishing 

  
Technology Integration Projects 

1.​ Jungle Travel Guide- Research jungle habitats and create color travel guides with images 
and informational text. 

2.​ Using Google Maps to research monuments and natural wonders in foreign countries 
3.​ Light and circuits project- Create a closed circuit in that turns on LED lights in a pattern 
4.​ IXL - online math practice 
5.​ Little Bits- Create a vehicle that moves in a straight line 
6.​ Digital Citizenship - being safe and responsible online 

  
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Teacher observation 
2.​ Student participation 
3.​ Student-created projects and digital artifacts 

  
 
THIRD GRADE 
I. Overview 
By third grade, students should be able to easily use and navigate a computer, applications, 
websites, and search engines. In addition, they should be comfortable with the skills from 
previous studies including coding, engineering robotics concepts, and digital media tools. This 
affords the opportunity for a higher level of study and application of technology. The Technology 
Specialist teaches third grade students for 45 minutes twice per week. 
  
II. Course Outline 

1.​ Foundational Skills -  keyboarding, spreadsheets, cloud computing 
2.​ Coding - computer programming 
3.​ Engineering and Design - electronics, 3D design and printing, prototyping solutions 
4.​ Robotics - simple machines, automation 
5.​ Digital Media - photos, video, audio 
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6.​ Classroom Technology Integration Projects - collaborative projects which enhance core 
classroom subjects using technology. 

  
III. Materials and Resources 

1.​ MacBook Air Laptops 
2.​ Code.org, Scratch 
3.​ Fusion 360, TinkerCad, Taz 5 3D Printer 
4.​ Lego EV3 Robotics 
5.​ littleBits 
6.​ iMovie 
7.​ Pixton Comic Creator 
8.​ BitsBox 
9.​ Google Drive 
10.​Type to Learn 
11.​Google docs, Google sheets, and Google Slides 

  
IV.  Measurable Objectives 
Foundational Skills 

1.​ Keyboarding fluency - focus on speed (words per minute) and accuracy 
2.​ Options for cutting and pasting graphics and text 
3.​ Advanced formatting in Google documents 
4.​ Basic spreadsheet skills 

a.​ Cell formatting 
b.​ Managing rows and columns 
c.​ Data entry 
d.​ Simple charts - data analysis 

5.​ Google Earth - Placemarks, street and 3D views, recording tours/flightpath 
6.​ Google Drive - Understanding cloud computing for sharing work and collaboration 
7.​ Switching between applications 
8.​ Accurate username and password management 

  
Coding 

1.​ Course 4 of Code.org curriculum 
2.​ Scratch Coding Skills 

a.​ Broadcasting and receiving messages 
b.​ Conditional statements and operators 
c.​ Variables 
d.​ Sensing 
e.​ Scratch Game Challenge! 

  
Engineering and Design 

1.​ Design and print a 3D modeled animal using modified extruded shapes in Fusion 
2.​ Create a marble-carrying Mars Rover with littleBits components 

  
Robotics 
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1.​ Build robots and components from Lego parts and bricks. 
2.​ Program autonomous movement of a Lego EV3 Robot through an obstacle course 

  
Digital Media 

1.​ Search, import, resize, and annotate images onto a digital document or drawing 
2.​ iMovie training - inserting photos and video clips, editing, titles, transitions, publishing 

  
Technology Integration Projects 

1.​ ‘Presidential promise’ campaign posters 
2.​ Timeline of Ancient Civilizations on TimeToast 
3.​ Google Maps- Study geography of ancient civilization 
4.​ Science data collection and analysis 
5.​ IXL - online math practice 
6.​ RazKids - online reading practice 
7.​ Digital Citizenship - being safe and responsible online 

  
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Teacher observation 
2.​ Student participation 
3.​ Student-created projects and digital artifacts 

  
 
FOURTH GRADE 
I. Overview 
By fourth grade, students should be proficient at navigating the Google World including their 
Drive, documents, and slideshows.  In addition, they have created basic Scratch programs and 
are ready to move up to higher level challenges. The Technology Specialist teaches fourth grade 
students for 45 minutes twice per week. 
  
II. Course Outline 

1.​ Foundational Skills -  keyboarding, spreadsheets, cloud computing 
2.​ Coding - computer programming 
3.​ Engineering and Design - electronics, 3D design and printing, prototyping solutions 
4.​ Robotics - simple machines, automation 
5.​ Digital Media - photos, video, audio 
6.​ Classroom Technology Integration Projects - collaborative projects which enhance core 

classroom subjects using technology. 
  
III. Materials and Resources 

1.​ MacBook Air Laptops 
2.​ Code.org, Scratch 
3.​ Fusion 360, TinkerCad, Taz 5 3D Printer 
4.​ Lego EV3 Robotics 
5.​ littleBits 
6.​ iMovie 
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7.​ BitsBox 
8.​ Google Drive 
9.​ Type to Learn 
10.​Google docs, Google sheets, and Google Slides 
11.​Code Combat 

  
IV. Measurable Objectives 
Foundational Skills 

1.​ Keyboarding fluency - focus on speed (words per minute) and accuracy 
2.​ Options for cutting and pasting graphics and text 
3.​ Advanced formatting in Google documents 
4.​ Basic spreadsheet skills 

a.​ Cell formatting 
b.​ Managing rows and columns 
c.​ Formulas 
d.​ Data entry 
e.​ Simple charts - data analysis 

5.​ Google Earth - Placemarks, street and 3D views, recording tours/flightpath 
6.​ Google Drive - Understanding cloud computing for sharing work and collaboration 
7.​ Switching between applications 
8.​ Accurate username and password management 

  
Coding 
Scratch Coding Skills 

1.​ Broadcasting and receiving messages 
2.​ Conditional statements and operators 
3.​ Variables 
4.​ Sensing 
5.​ Scratch Game Challenge! 

  
Engineering and Design 

1.​ Design and print a 3D shapes in Fusion 
  
Robotics 

1.​ Build robots and components from Lego parts and bricks. 
2.​ Program autonomous movement of a Lego EV3 Robot through an obstacle course 

  
Digital Media 

1.​ Search, import, resize, and annotate images onto a digital document or drawing 
2.​ iMovie training - inserting photos and video clips, editing, titles, transitions, publishing 

  
  
Technology Integration Projects 

1.​ Little Bits- Create a vehicle from cardboard and Little Bits parts that goes in a straight 
line. 
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2.​ Google Maps- Study geography of ancient civilization 
3.​ Science data collection and analysis 
4.​ IXL - online math practice 
5.​ Create PSAs for proper online behavior using Google Drawings 
6.​ Common Sense Media- Digital Citizenship - being safe and responsible online 

  
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Teacher observation 
2.​ Student participation 
3.​ Student-created projects and digital artifacts 

 
 
FIFTH GRADE  
I.  Overview 
The fundamentals class is for 5th grade students to learn foundation-level technology skills. 
Students have regular technology class meetings where they have opportunities to explore 
technology challenges with school computers. They will also apply these skills in projects 
throughout the 5th grade curriculum.  The Technology Specialist teaches fifth grade students for 
45 minutes twice per week. 
 
II.  Outline 

1.​ Image capture and editing 
2.​ Learning Management System 
3.​ Spreadsheets, Presentations, and Documents 
4.​ Online keyboarding tools 
5.​ Game creation 
6.​ Selected Adobe Suite tools Photoshop and Illustrator 
7.​ Coding with BitsBox and with Scratch 

 
III.  Materials and Resources 

1.​ The teacher will provide all class content via the learning management system, including 
reading and video format where appropriate with examples and assignments. 

2.​ Students will use lab workstations and software, with occasional use of their iPads. 
3.​ Students will generate online accounts with each tool that we work with. 

 
IV.  Measurable Objectives 
In each of our units, students will complete projects with the tool discussed. Students will be 
asked to contribute during class discussion to demonstrate understanding, ask questions and seek 
clarification of content topics. 
 
Foundational Skills 

1.​  Image capture and edit 
a.​ Importing images and editing using Adobe Illustrator 

2.​ Use of learning management systems 
a.​ Personalizing a student account 
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b.​ Reading and posting to online discussions 
c.​ Reading online assignments and submitting work 
d.​ Completing online assessments 

3.​ Spreadsheets 
a.​ Capturing data 
b.​ Generating and editing charts 
c.​ Contributing to a group spreadsheet project 
d.​ Basic data analysis 
e.​ Formulas, text wraps, and cell alignment  
f.​ Conditional formatting 
g.​ Online research for spreadsheet data 

4.​ File Management 
a.​ Desktop 
b.​ Mobile (iPad) 
c.​ Cloud 
d.​ Sharing and permissions 

 
Coding 

1.​ Programming 
a.​ CodeCombat 
b.​ Scratch 
c.​ Bitsbox 

 
Robotics 

1.​ EVO3 Mindstorm Lego Robots- In class construction and programming of robots.  
2.​ First Lego League- After school competitive robotics club for grades 4, 5 and 6. 

 
 

Digital Design 
1.​ Study previous design trends online 
2.​ B. Identify and assess attributes and aspects that can be improved 
3.​ C. Sketch new iteration on paper or with modeling clay. 
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Lower School Spanish Curriculum Information  

Lower School World Languages Overview 
Dawson’s World Languages Department provides students with language skills and 
understanding needed to communicate and thrive in today’s interconnected world. By 
encouraging students to stretch their comfort zones, achieve proficiency in a chosen world 
language, and develop a deep appreciation for diverse cultures, Dawson’s language teachers 
aspire to motivate curious and compassionate global citizens. 
  
By introducing foreign language in the early years as part of the everyday classroom experience, 
our youngest learners gain an early exposure to concepts, skills and practices that will aid them 
as long as they continue in their language studies. In ways appropriate to their age and level of 
competency, students use the target language of Spanish to practice the four essential linguistic 
components of listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  As experience in the language grows, 
students develop a deeper vocabulary base, stronger oral comprehension skills, a better 
understanding of grammatical structures, and a more authentic accent. Through skits, puppet 
activities, games, role plays, and structured scenarios (restaurants, markets, etc.), students 
develop confidence in their ability to communicate and express themselves.  
 
 
KINDERGARTEN 
I.  Overview 
Kindergarten is the first exposure students have to Spanish. It is highly centered around oral 
content and work, focusing on skits, songs, daily conversations, and games so that the students 
begin to have an understanding of how the language works in a fun and engaging way. Also, and 
in an effort to give our Lower School students a broader conceptual foundation, the kindergarten 
world language curriculum focuses on the study of the countries of Argentina and Spain . For 
each country we visit, we seek to gain an appreciation and understanding of its geography, 
languages, and cultures. Through their explorations, students learn about day-to-day life in other 
countries through books, projects, videos, games, songs, discussions, visitors, food, and more.  
  
II.  Course Outline 
LISTENING 

1.​ Repetition of target vocabulary through instruction, games, and activities 
2.​ Teacher uses TPR, speaks only in Spanish at times 
3.​ Spanish-language read-alouds, songs, audio recordings, and videos 

  
SPEAKING 

1.​ Structured games and activities 
2.​ Respond to basic prompts and questions from teacher 
3.​ Use basic classroom phrases 
4.​ Speak when prompted by computer program or audio CD 
5.​ Sing and translate songs 



141 

6.​ Learn and use basic phrases to effectively bargain at the 4th grade “Mercado” 
  
READING 

1.​ Basic picture books in Spanish 
2.​ Worksheets, games, and activities 
3.​ Language programs on computer 

  
WRITING 

1.​ Practice writing and spelling vocabulary words 
  
CULTURE 

1.​ Listen to stories and folktales from Spanish-speaking countries and authors 
2.​ Learn and sing popular songs from Latin America and Spain 
3.​ Basic geography of Spanish-speaking world 
4.​ Study of the cultures of Argentina and Spain 

  
VOCABULARY 

1.​ Classroom basics: Greetings, classroom objects, classroom phrases, question words, 
common Q & A's 

2.​ Colors, numbers 1-20, ABC’s, common adjectives, parts of the body. 
3.​ At the “Mercado” and store: basic phrases for purchasing, bargaining, and using money 

  
GRAMMAR 

1.​ Gender: masculine and feminine nouns 
2.​ Number: singular and plural 
3.​ Sentence structure and word order 
4.​ Letter sounds: vowels; consonants; similarities and differences with English 

 
III.  Materials and Resources 
Books (among others) 

1.​ A variety of books by Eric Carle 
2.​ 5 Minute Fairy Tales 
3.​ Buenas Noches Luna 

  ​   
Videos (among others) 

1.​ Rockalingua 
2.​ The Book of Life 
3.​ Señor Jordan 

 
 
Technology 

1.​ Quizlet links 
2.​ Nearpod 
3.​ Kahoot 
4.​ Blooket 
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Music (among others) 

1.​ Diez deditos 
2.​ Buenos días 
3.​ The Hokey Pokey en español 
4.​ Head and Shoulders en español 

  
Games (among others) 

1.​ Bingo - Numbers 1-20 
2.​ Bingo – Body parts 
3.​ Bingo - Colors 

 
 
IV.  Measurable Objectives 
LISTENING 

1.​ Comprehend target vocabulary communicated in oral contexts 
2.​ Begin to understand meaning of spoken Spanish despite not knowing every word 

  
SPEAKING 

1.​ Engage in basic oral communication through structured games and activities 
2.​ Respond and interact appropriately to informal questions and conversation in class 
3.​ Respond to simple questions and commands using key words and phrases 
4.​ Begin to develop an authentic accent by producing Spanish-language sounds 

  
READING 

1.​ Word recognition of target vocabulary in written contexts 
2.​ Decipher meanings of new words by using written and visual context clues 

  
WRITING 

1.​ Correctly spell and use target vocabulary in structured worksheets and activities 
  
CULTURE 

1.​ Develop an appreciation of holidays and cultural traditions in Spanish-speaking countries 
2.​ Identify general locations of Spanish-speaking countries 

  
VOCABULARY 

1.​ Recognize and understand vocabulary words in speech and print 
2.​ Recall and use vocabulary words when speaking and writing 

  
GRAMMAR 

1.​ Know the Spanish alphabet 
2.​ Produce the correct sounds of letters in Spanish 
3.​ Learn four ways to say “the” in Spanish 
4.​ Develop a basic awareness of the need to match nouns and adjectives in gender and 

number 
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V.  Assessments 

1.​ Student observation by teacher 
2.​ Completed worksheets and projects 
3.​ Individual oral assessment by teacher 

 
 
 
 
FIRST GRADE 
I.  Overview 
First grade Spanish focuses on students’ strengths for learning languages orally. In first grade, 
students sing songs, perform skits, play games, develop authentic accents, learn common 
phrases, formulate short sentences, and develop oral comprehension skills. Specific units in first 
grade Spanish cover greetings, the alphabet, numbers, colors, shapes, animals, fruits, people, and 
basic bargaining words and phrases. They also review the four different ways to say “the” in 
Spanish, thus introducing them to the importance of identifying and matching words in gender 
and in number. 
 
II.  Course Outline 
LISTENING 

1.​ Repetition of target vocabulary through instruction, games, and activities 
2.​ Teacher uses TPR, speaks only in Spanish at times 
3.​ Spanish-language read-alouds, songs, audio recordings, and videos 

  
SPEAKING 

1.​ Structured games and activities 
2.​ Respond to basic prompts and questions from teacher 
3.​ Use basic classroom phrases 
4.​ Choral reading with teacher or audio recording 
5.​ Sing and translate songs 
6.​ Learn to use basic phrases to order tortillas and other items from the tortilla 

factory 
7.​ Learn and use basic phrases to effectively bargain at the 4th grade “Mercado” 

  
READING 

1.​ Basic picture books in Spanish 
2.​ Worksheets, games, and activities 
3.​ Language programs on computer 

  
WRITING 

1.​ Practice writing and spelling vocabulary words 
  
CULTURE 

1.​ Listen to stories and folktales from Spanish-speaking countries and authors 
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2.​ Learn and sing popular songs from Latin America and Spain 
3.​ Basic geography of Spanish-speaking world 

  
VOCABULARY 

1.​ Classroom basics: Greetings, classroom objects, classroom phrases, question 
words, common Q & A's 

2.​ Colors, animals, fruit, numbers 1-20, people, common adjectives, parts of the 
body. 

3.​ At the “Mercado” and store: basic phrases for purchasing, bargaining, and using 
money 

  
GRAMMAR 

1.​ Gender: masculine and feminine nouns 
2.​ Number: singular and plural 
3.​ Sentence structure and word order 
4.​ Letter sounds: vowels; consonants; similarities and differences with English 

 
III.  Materials and Resources 
Books (among others) 

1.​ A variety of books by Eric Carle 
2.​ Las Tortillas de Magda 
3.​ 5 Minute Fairy Tales 
4.​ Buenas Noches Luna 

  ​   
Videos (among others) 

1.​ Señor Jordan 
2.​ Rockalingua 
3.​ The Book of Life 

 
Technology 

1.​ Quizlet links 
2.​ Nearpod 
3.​ Kahoot 
4.​ Blooket 

  
Music (among others) 

1.​ Diez deditos 
2.​ Buenos días 
3.​ La canción de las frutas 
4.​ Clara y sus animales 

 
  
Games (among others) 

1.​ Bingo - Numbers 1-20 
2.​ Bingo – Colors and shapes 
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3.​ UNO card game 
4.​ Oral games in class 

 
IV.  Measurable Objectives 
LISTENING 

1.​ Comprehend target vocabulary communicated in oral contexts 
2.​ Begin to understand meaning of spoken Spanish despite not knowing every word 

  
SPEAKING 

1.​ Engage in basic oral communication through structured games and activities 
2.​ Respond and interact appropriately to informal questions and conversation in 

class 
3.​ Respond to simple questions and commands using key words and phrases 
4.​ Begin to develop an authentic accent by producing Spanish-language sounds 

  
READING 

1.​ Word recognition of target vocabulary in written contexts 
2.​ Decipher meanings of new words by using written and visual context clues 

  
WRITING 

1.​ Correctly spell and use target vocabulary in structured worksheets and activities 
  
CULTURE 

1.​ Develop an appreciation of holidays and cultural traditions in Spanish-speaking 
countries 

2.​ Identify general locations of Spanish-speaking countries 
  
VOCABULARY 

1.​ Recognize and understand vocabulary words in speech and print 
2.​ Recall and use vocabulary words when speaking and writing 

  
GRAMMAR 

1.​ Know the Spanish alphabet 
2.​ Produce the correct sounds of letters in Spanish 
3.​ Learn four ways to say “the” in Spanish 
4.​ Develop a basic awareness of the need to match nouns and adjectives in gender 

and number 
 
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Student observation by teacher 
2.​ Completed worksheets and projects 
3.​ Individual oral assessment by teacher 

 
SECOND GRADE 
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I.  Overview 
Second grade Spanish also focuses on students’ strengths for learning languages orally. As 
second graders’ English reading and writing skills develop over the course of the year, they are 
gradually introduced to more reading and writing in Spanish. In second grade, students have 
binders to organize their work, and occasional vocabulary quizzes and homework. After 
reviewing the essentials of first grade Spanish, second graders learn vocabulary for adjectives, 
saying the date, weather, family members, emotions, and intermediate bargaining skills. In the 
fall, second graders learn about the Mexican holiday, El Día de los Muertos (The Day of the 
Dead), and take a field trip to the annual exhibit at the Longmont Museum and Cultural Center.  
At the end of the year, second grade spends some time learning about different Spanish-speaking 
countries around the world. 
  
II.  Course Outline 
LISTENING 

1.​ Repetition of target vocabulary through games and activities 
2.​ Teacher uses TPR, speaks only in Spanish at times 
3.​ Spanish-language read-alouds, audio recordings, and videos 

  
SPEAKING 

1.​ Structured games and activities 
2.​ Respond to prompts and questions from teacher 
3.​ Use classroom phrases on a daily basis 
4.​ Speak when prompted by computer program or audio CD 

 
5.​ Songs, skits, puppet shows, role-plays, etc. 
6.​ Learn and use all phrases to negotiate at 4th grade “Mercado” 

  
READING 

1.​ Picture books in Spanish 
2.​ Worksheets and activities 

  
WRITING 

1.​ Vocabulary units and quizzes 
2.​ Correct spelling of vocabulary words 
3.​ Worksheets, games, activities 

 
CULTURE 

1.​ Día de los Muertos: field trip to Longmont Cultural Center Exhibit 
2.​ Listen to stories and folktales from Spanish-speaking countries and authors 
3.​ Introduction to cultural and linguistic differences between Spanish-speaking countries 

  
VOCABULARY 

1.​ Classroom basics: Greetings, classroom objects, classroom phrases, question words, 
common Q & A's 

2.​ Numbers 1-30 
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3.​ Calendar: Months, days of week, weather 
4.​ Day of the Dead related vocabulary 
5.​ Emotions, with estar  
6.​ Family members, with adjectives, estar, and tener  
7.​ Sports 
8.​ Mercado: All phrases necessary for buying and bargaining, including using money 

  
GRAMMAR 

1.​ Gender rules: Understanding masculine and feminine 
2.​ Definite articles: Agreement in gender and number 
3.​ How to make nouns plural 
4.​ Adjectives: Placement and need to make noun agree in gender and number 
5.​ Review: Letter sounds: vowels; consonants with different sounds in Spanish than in 

English 
6.​ Es v. Está and Es v. Son 
7.​ Sentence structure and word order 
8.​ Me gusta/no me gusta and jugar and practicar with sports 

  
III.  Materials and Resources 
Books (among others) 

1.​ En mi familia by Carmen Lomas Garza 
2.​ Así me siento yo, by Janan Cain 
3.​ A variety of books by Eric Carle 
4.​ Spanish skits 

  
Videos (among others) 

1.​ El Día de los muertos 
2.​ The Book of Life 
3.​ Señor Jordan 
4.​ Rockalingua 
5.​ Coco 

 
Technology 

1.​ Quizlet links 
2.​ Quia Links 
3.​ Kahoot 
4.​ Nearpod 
5.​ Blooket 

  
IV.  Measurable Objectives  
LISTENING 

1.​ Comprehend target vocabulary communicated in oral contexts  
2.​ Understand overall context and meaning despite not knowing every word 

  
SPEAKING 
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1.​ Respond and interact to informal questions and conversation in class 
2.​ Engage in increasingly meaningful oral communication through structured games and 

activities 
3.​ Respond to simple questions and commands using key words and phrases 
4.​ Reading with teacher or audio recording 
5.​ Produce simple grammatical structures associated with each vocabulary context 
6.​ Develop ability to self-correct and improve pronunciation 

  
READING 

1.​ Word recognition of target vocabulary in written contexts 
2.​ Comprehend complete sentences and questions that use target vocabulary 
3.​ Use context clues to determine overall meaning of passage, even with unfamiliar words 

  
WRITING 

1.​ Correctly spell target vocabulary 
2.​ Respond to simple questions and instructions using keywords and phrases 

  
CULTURE 

1.​ Gain an understanding and appreciation of life and traditions in Spanish-speaking 
countries 

2.​ Develop awareness of rich musical, geographical and cultural diversity within and 
between Spanish-speaking countries 

3.​ Articulate the meaning and significance of El Día de los Muertos 
  
VOCABULARY 

1.​ Recognize and understand vocabulary words in speech and print 
2.​ Recall and use vocabulary words when speaking and writing 

  
GRAMMAR 

1.​ Learn to apply grammar rules in writing and in speech 
2.​ Articulate grammar rules clearly 

 
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Student observation 
2.​ In-class presentations 
3.​ Individual oral assessment by teacher 

  
 
THIRD GRADE 
I.  Overview 
Now that third graders have developed stronger reading and writing skills in English, they are 
introduced to more reading and writing in Spanish. Specific third grade units cover zoo animals, 
school subjects, telling time, school vocabulary, sports, geography of South America, the house 
and more advanced bargaining skills. At the annual spring mercado, or market, third graders help 
translate for kindergarteners and English-speaking adults. 
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II.  Course Outline 
LISTENING 

1.​ Repetition of target vocabulary through games and activities 
2.​ Teacher uses TPR, speaks only in Spanish at times 
3.​ Spanish-language read-alouds, computer programs, and videos 

  
SPEAKING 

1.​ Engage in meaningful oral communication through structured games and activities 
2.​ Respond to prompts and questions from teacher 
3.​ Use classroom phrases on a daily basis 
4.​ Speak when prompted by computer program or audio CD 
5.​ Reading with teacher or audio recording 
6.​ Songs, skits, role-plays, etc. 
7.​ Fully negotiate and translate at 4th grade mercado 

  
READING 

1.​ Picture books and magazines in Spanish 
2.​ Worksheets and activities 

  
WRITING 

1.​ Activities, worksheets, homework, etc. 
 
  
VOCABULARY 

1.​ Classroom basics: Greetings, classroom objects, classroom phrases, question words,      
common Q & A's 

2.​ Zoo animals, adjectives, and simple verbs 
3.​ School subjects; people and places at school 
4.​ Numbers 1-59 and telling time 
5.​ Inside the home: rooms and furniture 
6.​ Geography of South America 
7.​ Mercado: Phrases for buying and bargaining, including money 

  
GRAMMAR 

1.​ Gender rules: Understanding masculine and feminine 
2.​ Definite articles: Match to gender and number of noun 
3.​ How to make nouns plural 
4.​ Sentence structure and word order 
5.​ Letter sounds: vowels; consonants with different sounds than in English 
6.​ Adjectives: Placement and need to match noun in gender and number 
7.​ Pronouns 

  
III.  Materials and Resources 
Videos (among others) 
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1.​ The Book of Life 
2.​ Señor Jordan 
3.​ Rockalingua 
4.​ Coco 

  
Technology 

1.​ Quizlet links 
2.​ Quia Links 
3.​ Kahoot 
4.​ Nearpod 
5.​ Blooket 

  
IV.  Measurable Objectives  
LISTENING 

1.​ Comprehend target vocabulary communicated in oral contexts  
2.​ Understand overall context and meaning despite not knowing every word 

  
SPEAKING 

1.​ Respond and interact appropriately to informal questions and conversation in class 
2.​ Respond to simple questions and commands using key words and phrases 
3.​ Produce simple grammatical structures associated with each vocabulary context 
4.​ Develop ability to self-correct and improve pronunciation 
5.​ Develop a clear knowledge of the geographical layout of the continent of South America 

and the capital of each country.  
  
READING 

1.​ Word recognition of target vocabulary in written contexts 
2.​ Comprehend complete sentences and questions that use target vocabulary 
3.​ Use context clues to determine overall meaning of passage, even with unfamiliar words 
4.​ Apply knowledge of grammar rules to further understanding 

  
WRITING 

1.​ Correctly spell target vocabulary 
2.​ Respond to simple questions and instructions using keywords and phrases 
3.​ Produce simple grammatical structures associated with each vocabulary context 

 
  
VOCABULARY 

1.​ Recognize and understand vocabulary words in speech and print 
2.​ Recall and use vocabulary words when speaking and writing 

  
GRAMMAR 

1.​ Apply grammar rules accurately in writing and in speech 
2.​ Articulate grammar rules clearly 
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V.  Assessments 
 

1.​ Projects and presentations 
2.​ Individual oral assessment by teacher 
3.​ Student observation 

  
 
FOURTH GRADE 
I.  Overview 
Fourth graders put their Spanish-language foundation to use in a variety of real-life scenarios: 
they role play, they order food in Spanish at a Mexican restaurant for a homework assignment; 
and in the spring, they sell real goods at the annual mercado, or market, to students, parents, and 
teachers. Proceeds from the mercado are donated to Heifer International to buy farm animals for 
families in rural Latin America. Fourth grade units cover numbers (1-1,000), solving math 
problems in Spanish, school objects, the body, at a restaurant and the market. 
 
II.  Course Outline 
LISTENING 

1.​ Repetition of target vocabulary through games and activities 
2.​ Teacher uses TPR, speaks only in Spanish at times 
3.​ Spanish read-alouds, computer programs, songs, and videos 

  
SPEAKING 

1.​ Engage in meaningful oral communication through structured games and activities 
2.​ Respond to prompts and questions from teacher 
3.​ Use classroom phrases on a daily basis (including Spanish-only board games) 
4.​ Speak when prompted by computer program or audio CD 
5.​ Reading with teacher or audio recording 
6.​ Role plays: merchant and customer, waiter and customer 
7.​ Improve accent by reading aloud, recording, and self-assessing 

  
READING 

1.​ Picture books and dictionaries in Spanish 
2.​ Worksheets and activities 

  
WRITING 

1.​ Activities, worksheets, homework, etc. 
2.​ Simple story writing in present tense 
3.​ Vocabulary units and quizzes 

  
CULTURE 

1.​ La Navidad  
2.​ Food: field trip to Efrain’s Mexican restaurant 
3.​ Heifer work: learn about rural life in different parts of the world 
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4.​ Hispanic Heritage Month 
  
VOCABULARY 

1.​ Classroom basics: Greetings, classroom objects, classroom phrases, question words, 
common Q & A's 

2.​ Mastery: #’s 1-1000, feelings, calendar, birthday, family 
3.​ Numbers 100-1,000 and arithmetic expressions 
4.​ Food and eating at a restaurant 
5.​ The body 
6.​ Bargaining in Spanish 

  
GRAMMAR 

1.​ More in-depth work on: Gender and number, definite articles, making nouns plural, 
adjective placement and agreement, possession, pronouns, letter sounds, prepositions and 
connecting words 

2.​ Sentence structure and word order 
3.​ Introduce concept of verb conjugation 
4.​ Action verbs and conjugations for "yo" form in the present tense 

 
III.  Materials and Resources 
Books (among others) 

1.​ Spanish skits 
2.​ Going Home by Eve Bunting 
3.​ Beatrice’s Goat by Page Mc Brier 

  
Videos (among others) 

1.​ Up (in Spanish) 
2.​ La Navidad 
3.​ The Book of Life 
4.​ Heifer Heros 

  
Technology 

1.​ Quizlet links 
2.​ Quia Links 
3.​ Kahoot 
4.​ Nearpod 
5.​ Blooket 

 
IV.  Measurable Objectives 
LISTENING 

1.​ Comprehend target vocabulary communicated in oral contexts  
2.​ Understand overall context and meaning despite not knowing every word 

  
SPEAKING 

1.​ Respond and interact to informal questions and conversation in class 
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2.​ Respond to simple questions and commands using key words and phrases 
3.​ Produce simple grammatical structures associated with each vocabulary context 
4.​ Self-correct and improve pronunciation 

 
READING 

1.​ Word recognition of target vocabulary in written contexts 
2.​ Comprehend complete sentences and questions that use target vocabulary 
3.​ Use context clues to determine overall meaning of passage, even with unfamiliar words 
4.​ Apply knowledge of grammar rules to further understanding 

  
WRITING 

1.​ Correctly spell target vocabulary 
2.​ Respond to simple questions and instructions using key words and phrases 
3.​ Produce more complicated grammatical structures associated with each vocabulary 

context 
4.​ Conjugate common verbs in "yo" form of the present tense 

  
CULTURE 

 
1.​ Have a better appreciation of the importance of the celebration of La Navidad in Mexico 

and other Spanish speaking countries 
2.​ Have a better understanding of the life of kids in rural areas around the world 
3.​ Have a better understanding and appreciation for Hispanic people who have opened doors 

for the Hispanic community.  
  
VOCABULARY 

1.​ Recognize and understand vocabulary words in speech and print 
2.​ Recall and use vocabulary words when speaking and writing 
3.​ Communicate personal information clearly when asked in authentic situations 
4.​ Order food from dining hall and restaurant in Spanish 
5.​ Know how to shop, bargain, and pay merchants in Spanish 

  
GRAMMAR 

1.​ Apply grammar rules accurately in writing and in speech 
2.​ Articulate grammar rules clearly 

 
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Student observation 
2.​ Projects and presentations 
3.​ Individual oral assessment by teacher 

  
 
FIFTH GRADE 
I. Overview 
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In fifth grade, learners can only speak in Spanish. They will get a survival guide to help them ask 
the most common questions in a classroom. They start by reviewing greetings and important 
classroom phrases. Learners will also learn to discuss favorite activities, and descriptions, 
clothing, etc. They will use the verb ser -to be-, the verb gustar -to like-, definite and indefinite 
articles, and noun-adjective agreement. Additionally, they will learn to talk about daily activities, 
physical and personality descriptions and they will even put on a fashion show describing what 
they are wearing in the target language. Learners will increase their knowledge of Spanish by 
immersing themselves in the language through stories, having conversations, presenting 
slideshows, and playing multiple games.  
 
II. Course Outline 
Unit 1: Unidad Preliminar 
 

1.​ Basic greetings 
2.​ Numbers 0-1,000 
3.​ Days of the week 
4.​ Weather 

  
Unit 2: The verb Gustar (to be) 

1.​ Subject pronouns 
2.​ Introduction to verb conjugation 
3.​ Conjugate gustar 
4.​ Introduce activities, foods, sports, art,  
5.​ Adjective agreement with gender and number 

 
Unit 3: The verb Ser (to be) 

1.​ Subject pronouns 
2.​ Introduction to verb conjugation 
3.​ Conjugate ser 
4.​ Introduce physical and personality descriptive adjectives 
5.​ Adjective agreement with gender and number 

  
Unit 4: The verb Tener (to have) 

1.​ Conjugate tener 
2.​ Introduce common tener expressions 

  
Unit 5: The verb LLevar (to wear) 

1.​ Conjugate LLevar 
2.​ Introduce clothing vocabulary 

 
Unit 6: El Cinco de Mayo 

1.​ What is celebrated on Cinco de Mayo? 
2.​ Importance 
3.​ Piñatas: collaboration with Art 
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III.  Materials and Resources 
Electronic worksheets and materials provided by teacher 
Songs and videos selected by teacher 
 
IV.  Measurable Objectives 
Listening 

1.​ Recognize grammar and vocabulary in context. 
2.​ Grasp overall meaning and context despite not knowing every word. 

 
Speaking 

1.​ Use grammar and vocabulary in a natural context. 
2.​ Develop ability to self-correct and improve pronunciation. 
3.​ Speak naturally and fluidly. 
4.​ Introduce circumlocution in speaking. 

 
Reading 

1.​ Recognize and understand targeted grammar and vocabulary in a natural literary 
environment. 

2.​ Learn to use context clues to understand the meaning of a text. 
3.​ Move from word to word translation to conceptual translation. 

 
Writing        ​  

1.​ Use targeted grammar and vocabulary accurately in a natural writing environment. 
2.​ Form sentences in Spanish. 
3.​ Write short compositions. 

 
Culture 

1.​ Learn language through cultural activities. 
2.​ Recognize need to know language in order to interact with and understand culture 
3.​ Spark interest in interacting with other cultures. 
4.​ Spark desire to interact with those who speak another language in the other language. 
5.​ Recognize what El Cinco de Mayo means in Puebla. 

 
Vocabulary 

1.​ Recall and use vocabulary appropriately when writing and speaking. 
2.​ Recognize and understand vocabulary when listening and reading. 
3.​ Use vocabulary effectively and correctly: adjective agreement, correct pronunciation and 

spelling. 
4.​ Apply vocabulary knowledge to real-world settings. 

 
Grammar 

1.​ Articulate grammar rules clearly. 
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2.​ Apply grammar appropriately when writing and speaking. 
3.​ Recognize and understand grammar in context when listening and reading. 
4.​ Conjugate verbs in the present tense and apply conjugation patterns to new verbs. 

 
V.  Assessment 
 

1.​ Student observation 
2.​ Projects and presentations 
3.​ Individual oral assessment by teacher 
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 Lower School Experiential Education Curriculum 
Information                                                      

 
I.  Lower School Experiential Education Overview 
Winterim and overnight class trip experiences are integrated with the classroom curricula in the 
Lower School.  Students are offered growing experiences that help them develop self- 
confidence and social skills.  Lower School teachers are able to assume leadership roles and 
share areas of passion and expertise in an experiential setting. 
  
II.  Course Outline 
Winterim 

1.​ In the fall of each new school year, the Lower School faculty forms a committee in 
charge of developing a theme for Winterim Week. 

2.​ This is an opportunity to explore a theme that exceeds what is covered in individual 
classrooms and complements established curricula.  

3.​ It is also an opportunity for faculty to take on and demonstrate leadership in the Lower 
School beyond the confines of their classroom.  

4.​ Teachers have also been able to share skills and passions in a way that enriches the school 
and recognizes individual strengths and areas of expertise.  

5.​ Winterim Week activities are experiential in nature and provide opportunities to explore 
themes across age and class boundaries. 

6.​ A typical Lower School Winterim Week begins with a day on campus to orient the 
students to our chosen theme as they participate in a series of interactive experiences, 
three days of off-campus day trips, and a culminating reflection day back on campus to 
wrap up our experiences.  
 

Group Initiative Facilitation  
Fourth grade: Our goals are to build community and to explore communication and cooperation 
through a series of facilitated initiatives or problem solving activities. Many activities take place 
in the first weeks of school when a class community is first forming. These experiences continue 
throughout the year, often integrated with academic content, and culminate in the class trip in 
Estes Park. A Dawson Challenge Course climbing day in the last week of May may be offered, 
with teachers carefully considering the class’s maturation over the school year, their level of 
communal trust, and their ability to positively work together. Overarching lessons are 
demonstrating mutual respect, goal setting, and seeking appropriate support systems. 
 
Class Trips (Overnight) 

1.​ Each year, the second, third, and fourth grade classes take overnight trips that enrich an 
aspect of classroom curriculum by involving life skills, character development, and the 
opportunity to strengthen relationships with teachers and peers.  

2.​ The second grade takes an overnight to the Denver Aquarium (Sleep with the Sharks), 
which is part of their study of animals.  This trip usually occurs in November.  
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3.​ The third grade takes an overnight to the Plains Conservation Center to study the land 
and animals as part of their Colorado History curriculum.  This trip occurs in May. 

4.​ Fourth grade students spend three days and two nights at the Estes Park YMCA and 
experience outdoor education in Rocky Mountain National Park. This trip occurs in May. 

5.​ The Fifth-grade Winterim is oriented around the study of forest ecology, snow science, 
and general earth science for four days and three nights at the Keystone Science School.  
Students live in a dorm setting for four days with small groups helping out with meals.  
The program involves hands-on science education in an outdoor setting with trained 
instructors for academic themes.  Each field day is conducted in a way that encourages 
team building.  There is flexible time scheduled for story telling, journal writing, and 
group activities before and after dinner.  One of the goals is for the class to bond together 
as they experience a fairly long, and for some students that are new to our community, 
their first time away from home. 

6.​ Although these trips could be done as day trips, they offer maturational experiences that 
provide age appropriate adventures beyond what families provide their children.  

7.​ There is a purposeful design to the overnight trips to prepare students for what they will 
experience in the Fifth and Sixth Grades.  

  
Field Trips 

1.​ Typically, all grade-level classes take between six and eight field trips during the course 
of the school year. 

2.​ These field trips generally are in conjunction with units of study for each grade level. 
3.​ There are cultural and community field trips scheduled that do not directly correlate with 

curriculum materials.  They introduce students to such things as other people and their 
cultural heritage. 

  
III.  Materials and Resources 
Materials and resources will depend on the unit of study that is the focus of attention for the 
Lower School Winterim Week, class trips, and field trips. 
  
IV.  Measurable Objectives 

1.​ Students will participate in a variety of topic-oriented activities. 
2.​ Students will gain valuable life skill experiences. 
3.​ Students will actively engage in all activities during the course of the week. 
4.​ Students will engage in activities with both grade level and multi-grade level groups. 
5.​ Students will learn more about a topic-oriented community group as they come to school 

to share their information. 
  
V.  Assessments 

1.​ Teacher observation 
2.​ Student participation in the activities 
3.​ Student reflection in large and small discussion group  
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