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Middle School Co-Curricular Information

Middle School Co-Curricular Overview

In the Middle School, students continue to develop the movement educational goals defined for
Kindergarten through 5th Grade. In addition, the Middle School program provides continued exposure
to selected team sports and to individual sports that encourage fitness for life. Team sports are offered
during quarter-length seasons and include home and away games after school for 6™ through 8™ grades.
Non-athletic options offer alternative types of experiential education that allow students to pursue
varied interests and passions.

6-8 CO-CURRICULAR PROGRAM

I. Overview

6-8 Physical Education is mainly an interscholastic program with a noncompetitive class offered each
season. The program allows students to become involved in competition, and it connects the skills
gained in grades K—5. Each season, team and individual sports are offered to teach and promote skills,
character, sportsmanship, teamwork, and a healthy lifestyle. For those who wish for a less competitive
environment, they may choose a class that is targeted at a specific area of physical activity. All students
are required to participate in one program each of the four quarters.

I1. Outline - Co-Curricular (Examples of possible offerings)

Quarter 1
Boys’ Soccer, Girls’ Volleyball, Coed Cyclocross, Coed Cross Country, Coed Tennis, Robotics,
Challenge Course/Leadership

Quarter 2
Boys’ Basketball, Intramurals, Robotics, Chess, Speech & Debate, Fall Plays, Stock Market, and
Art Exploration/Digital Art

Quarter 3
Girls’ Basketball, Engineering, Intramurals, Rock Climbing, Speech & Debate 2, Stock Market, Art
Exploration/Digital Art, Maker Workshop

Quarter 4
Boys’ Lacrosse, Girls’ Lacrosse, Coed Baseball, Coed Tennis, Girls’ Soccer, Canoe & Kayak,
Community Service, Woodworking

III. Measurable Objectives

1. Students will be prepared to handle the demands of high school sports.

2. Students will possess a competitive edge having played against other schools throughout the
year.

3. Students will understand the meaning of teamwork and what it takes to compete at the next
level.

4. Those choosing not to pursue sports in Upper School will have been exposed to numerous
activities that will provide a foundation for healthier lives. Examples: community service,
leadership, robotics, speech & debate and more.

IV. Materials and Resources

Elementary Physical Education Guide for Curriculum and Assessment. Physical Education Committee.
Boulder, CO: Boulder Valley School District Elementary Division of Learning Services. (2003).
Children Moving: A Reflective Approach to Teaching Physical Education. Graham, G., Holt-Hale, S.,
and Parker, M. Boston: McGraw-Hill. (2004).



Moving Into the Future: National Standards for Physical Education. National Association for Sport and
Physical Education. Boston: McGraw-Hill. (1995).

Dynamic Physical Education for Elementary School Children. Pangrazi, R. Boston: Allyn and Bacon.
(2000).

Lesson Plans for Dynamic Physical Education for Elementary School Children. Pangrazi, R. Boston:
Allyn and Bacon. (2000).

V. Assessment
1. % participation

2. % dressing out
3. effort

4. punctuality

5.

sportsmanship



Middle School English Curriculum Information

Middle School English Curriculum Overview

The Middle School English program seeks to develop essential academic skills while fostering a
lifelong love of reading and engagement in purposeful writing. Across grades six through eight,
students are challenged and inspired to read stories that address a broad range of themes relevant to
middle school students (issues of identity, one’s place in a local and global community, and conflict
resolution, for example) and to explore connections not just between different texts, but between their
own lives and those revealed in the literature they read. A wide range of writing prompts and activities
afford students multiple opportunities to craft critical and creative responses and help facilitate the shift
from concrete to analytical writing and thinking. Those same tasks, as well as the regularly
implemented student-centered discussion practices, also allow for the development of an authentic
individual voice; frequent oral presentations, dramatic readings, and poetry recitations nurture students’
public speaking skills and confidence addressing an audience. Vocabulary and grammar instruction are
woven into all of these units to underscore the importance of specific word choice and syntax in writing
and speaking effectively. All of this serves the ultimate end of helping students develop their unique
identities as readers and writers.

SIXTH GRADE ENGLISH

I. Course Overview

Sixth grade English at Dawson is a combination of whole class units and smaller book club units that
encourage students to think critically about fiction and non-fiction, to exercise personal and
collaborative creativity through various writing and in-class activities, to communicate their thoughts
clearly both orally and in writing through conversation and projects, and to connect deeply with the
material and with each other. The curriculum seeks to improve essential skills while moving students
toward the more abstract and analytical modes of thinking, reading, and writing.

Book club readings include age-appropriate novels that incorporate various topics and themes. A
sampling of topics from the past several years include resilience, global awareness, kindness, courage,
the Civil Rights movement, fantasy/dystopian, and immigration. Students study grammar and
conventions through teacher designed lessons and activities, and may use online tools such as IXL for
practice. Targeted grammar instruction is driven by needs demonstrated in individual weekly writing
assessments.

Students engage in both critical and creative thinking, practicing the art of establishing and presenting
claims and evidence both in writing and in presentation settings throughout the year. The sixth grade
English curriculum is integrated into all academic content areas, as students write extensively in areas
such as social studies and science and in response to literature.

I1. Course Outline
Below are the areas of study developed over the course of the year in a non-linear and integrated
manner.
1. Study of grammar and language mechanics, including parts of speech, parts of a sentence,
sentence structure, and punctuation;
2. Implementation of a variety of cross-curricular forms of writing, including critical writing,
creative writing, personal narratives, and research reports;
3. Focused study of writing for a variety of purposes, including narration, description, persuasion,
comparison/contrast, analysis, response to reading, and research;



Revision of written work to incorporate additions, deletions, and corrections based on edits
from peers, teachers, and students;

Citation skills to support formal writing;

Reading skills—annotation, comprehension, synthesis of information, distinguishing and
differentiation of ideas, independent reading, and relation of reading to student writing.

III. Materials and Resources

1.
2.

Selected novels, short stories, non-fiction, and poetry
Supplemental articles and other media

IV. Measurable Objectives
English/Grammar

1.

ARSI AR ol i

Use parts of speech correctly in written and oral expression

Understand the fundamentals of subject/predicate agreement and verb tense

Use and identify a variety of complete sentence forms

Identify basic sentence structure (subject and predicate)

Use standard paragraph structure in single- and multiple-paragraph essays

Use conventions of capitalization and punctuation in written compositions

Use end marks correctly

Understand how to recognize run-on sentences and how to correct them

Understand the need for commas in a series, compound sentences, dates, addresses, numbers,
appositives, and direct address, and use them correctly

. Demonstrate a correct use of apostrophes in contractions and possessives

. Practice using quotation marks for dialogue

. Use correct conventions of spelling

. Identify author’s purpose and viewpoint and determine possibility of bias

. Formulate and express ideas, opinions, and responses to written, spoken, and visual messages
. Identify and use persuasive strategies in writing

. Use a variety of resource material appropriate to topic

. Cite resources used in literary analysis

Listening/Speaking/Writing

1. Present ideas formally and informally in book club conversations and formal presentations

2. Use the writing process (pre-write, draft, revise, edit, publish) to organize and present
information in a logical manner through exposition, persuasion, and narration

Literature/Reading

1. Through book talks and book choice, instill a life-long love of reading

2. Practice and select appropriate reading strategies to gain a deeper connection to the text

3. Develop an understanding of the difference between implicit/explicit information presented in
text

4. Develop an understanding of the difference between literal/metaphorical meanings

5. Use a variety of strategies to determine word meaning

o

Demonstrate a knowledge of the elements of plot, character, setting, conflict, theme, and point
of view

Examine figurative language, basic symbolism, suspense, dialogue, and dialect

Respond to literature through writing and discussion

Summarize stories concisely, focusing on essential details



10. Connect stories to background knowledge (personal, cultural, ethnic, and historical)
11. Develop and answer questions that enrich interpretation of the literary work

12. Formulate and revise predictions

13. Explore author’s purpose and use of literary elements

V. Assessment
1. Meaningful participation in book club conversations and/or Socratic seminars
2. Quality annotations from independent reading
3. Grammar assessments
4. Classroom presentations using a variety of media

SEVENTH GRADE ENGLISH

I. Course Overview

In English 7, students explore questions about personal and community identity, and about moving
beyond stereotypes and “single stories” about individuals and groups through reading, discussing, and
writing about literature that addresses related themes. Characters in those texts, like middle school
students, negotiate the challenges of standing up for their beliefs, accepting their true selves, and
resolving conflicts in their communities. Student-centered conversations facilitate the development of
authentic voice and input; group projects foster the cooperative and communication skills required of all
kinds of collaboration; and analytical and creative writing assignments allow students to expand their
critical thinking as well as their views of themselves and the world around them.

Interdisciplinary connections are emphasized throughout these various literature units. Non-fiction texts
provide relevant historical and cultural contexts for the works read in class and afford the opportunity to
practice a distinct set of critical reading skills. Vocabulary and grammar units interspersed throughout
the year and interwoven with the literature units underscore the importance of precise word choice and
construction to effective expression.

I1. Course Outline
New Kid

1. Introduction to critical analysis

2. Introduction to active reading and annotating

3. Conventions of graphic novels

4. Cultural context: microaggressions, code-switching, socio-economic differences
Short Story Unit

1. Introduction to literary terms

2. Introduction to plot and story arc

3. Exploring point of view and its impact on storytelling
Animal Farm

1. Genre study: fable, fairy tale, allegory

2. Conflict and theme analysis

3. Irony
4. Historical context: Russian Revolution, propaganda
Twelve Angry Men

1. Conventions of drama
2. Characterization: indirect characterization, protagonist vs. antagonist
3. Persuasive appeals and argument analysis



4. Historical context: American justice system
Quarter Four Book Clubs
1. Self-paced reading and self-guided discussions
2. Cultural context: the book choices center characters possessing a wide range of intersectional
identities with regards to ability, gender, race and ethnicity, and other identifiers.

1. Poetic Terms
2. Creative writing: types of poems, poetic devices
3. Analysis: use poems as models
Grammar
1. Sentence vs. fragment vs. run-on
2. Subject and predicate review
3. Parts of speech review and new content including nouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs, pronouns,
and prepositions
4. Punctuation: commas, semi-colons, colons, parentheses, dashes, apostrophes
5. MLA in-text citation and bibliography format

Each of these units also features Socratic Seminar discussions; various homework, personal responses,
in-class assignments, and small projects involving independent reading; and conferences to improve
student writing.

I11. Materials and Resources

Course readings

Jerry Craft, New Kid

George Orwell, Animal Farm

Reginald Rose, Twelve Angry Men

Flying Lessons & Other Stories, Ellen Oh, editor

Various texts in quarter four, including works such as The First Rule of Punk, The Outsiders, Black
Brother, Black Brother, and more.

IV. Measurable Objectives
In English 7 students will develop skills in the categories of reading, writing,
grammar/vocabulary/mechanics, speaking, and study habits by doing the following:

Reading

1. Learning to identify and discuss the five basic elements of fiction (plot, characterization,
setting, theme, and point of view), as well as some of the structures and devices of both poetic
and dramatic literature.

2. Improving critical reading skills, particularly by working on moving from concrete levels of
thinking to more abstract levels as they perform close readings.

3. Examining the process of reading metacognitively to better understand both their own reading
experiences and those of their classmates.

4. Choosing some of their own reading material and sharing it with their classmates to encourage
a life-long love of reading outside of the classroom as well as inside it.

Writing
1. Crafting both creative and analytical written assignments.



2. Working on written assignments in stages to develop skills of planning, editing, and revising
written work.

3. Practicing peer editing with classmates.

4. In analytical writing, working towards constructing clear and cohesive paragraphs to support an
individually chosen and well-supported thesis.

5. Discussing and practicing the writing of introduction and conclusion paragraphs as well as topic
sentences and organization (at both the local and global levels).

6. Producing writing under both timed and untimed conditions.

7. Learning how to quote from and cite primary sources.

8. Effecting an appropriately mature and academic voice in their analytical writing.

Speaking & Listening

1. Performing poetry and dramatic scenes and speeches in front of the class.

2. Presenting persuasive and analytical speeches about literature.

3. Participating in Socratic-Seminar-style class discussions by answering and asking questions and
contributing pertinent, evidence-based observations to the class.

4. Listening respectfully and responding thoughtfully to others’ comments and questions.

Grammar, Vocabulary, & Mechanics

1. Learning the spelling and definitions of new words on a regular basis.

2. Using context clues to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words.

3. Developing an understanding of roots, prefixes and suffixes.

4. Discussing various homophones and practicing using them in sentences.

5. Reviewing and increasing basic understanding of parts of speech, sentence structure,
punctuation, and other aspects of proper grammar and mechanics.

Study Habits
1. Practicing note taking during class discussions and while reading.
2. Identifying and using different study techniques (flashcards, oral review, online practice) that

are personally effective.

V. Assessment
Assessment in English 7 involves graded work in each of the following basic areas:

1. Writing: paragraphs, essays, and the corollary pre-writing; journal entries; creative writing
2. Projects and presentations: individual and group work with presentation elements;
performances/videos; speeches
3. Quizzes and tests: grammar or vocabulary assessments
4. Homework: reading assignments, annotations, grammar and vocabulary practice worksheets
5. Classwork: reflective activities; pre-tests
EIGHTH GRADE ENGLISH

I. Course Overview

As the culmination of a student’s English experience in the Middle School, English 8 is designed not
only to cement and augment knowledge and skills essential to a student’s development as a strong
reader, writer, and speaker of English but also to aid each student in the discovery and growth of his or
her authentic voice.



In English 8 students, therefore, continue to explore through reading, writing, and discussions the
relationships that language and literature have to both cultural values and personal identity begun in
previous Middle School English courses. However, this theme is now examined in particular through
the concept of “emergence.” All of the characters in the novels, poems, short stories, plays, and films
read and viewed in English 8 are working through the process of finding their own voices. They are
actively trying to figure out who they are by speaking out and considering what they value about
themselves and other people. By getting involved with these characters and their stories, very often as
part of a large group, students have the chance to examine not only their own values but also those of
their classmates. And by listening to the voices of these characters and of their classmates as they
emerge in print, on screen, and in the English 8§ classroom, students will gain a greater understanding of
their own emerging sense of self as they voyage through their last year of middle school and prepare to
meet the challenges of Upper School head on.

Key to our investigation of voice and self in English 8 are the creation and use of personalized and
differentiated resources and materials for studying spelling, vocabulary, and grammar. Along similar
lines, students are asked to reconsider and expand their definition of what a literary “text” is as we
investigate graphic novel/memoirs, novels in verse, and films alongside more traditional forms of
poetry and prose.

I1. Course Outline

Values & Voice

1. Summer Reading Project
2. The House on Mango Street
3. Vignette Writing

Graphic Novels & Memoirs

1. Maus I
2. March: Book One
3. Analytical Essay Writing: Introductions and Conclusions

Books on Film

1. Investigation of basic filming techniques
2. Books on Film Project

To Kill a Mockingbird
1. 7o Kill a Mockingbird
2. Socratic Seminars
3. Trial Reenactment
4. Analytical Essay Writing: Body Paragraphs

Shakespeare
1. The Merchant of Venice
2. Character Analysis “Performed Essay”
3. Creation of short films of scenes and speeches from The Merchant of Venice



Poetry & Voice Revisited

1. Novels in verse
2. Poetry Writing
3. End-of-the-year reflections on personal voice

Personalized and student-generated spelling, vocabulary, and grammar work supplements and enhances
the other work being done, especially in terms of strengthening reading and writing skills. Brief writing
assignments (in addition to the longer assessments mentioned above) throughout the year focus
especially on both personal reflection and close reading of texts. In-class drawing activities are also
used multiple times throughout the year as students consider the relationship between text and visuals.

IT1. Materials & Resources

Course readings

Sandra Cisneros, The House on Mango Street

Art Spiegelman, Maus 1: My Father Bleeds History

John Lewis, Andrew Aydin, Nate Powell, March: Book One
Harper Lee, 7o Kill a Mockingbird

William Shakespeare, The Merchant of Venice

Students will be offered choices regarding two other books they will be required to read throughout the
year: a book that has been made into a film and a novel in verse.

Grammar textbook (Note: Students are not required to purchase this book; it merely serves as the basis
for much of the work we do with grammar in class.)

Prestwick House, Grammar for Writing: Understanding the Mechanics of Grammar and How
Language Works

IV. Measurable Objectives

In English 8 students will develop skills in the categories of reading, writing, speaking,

grammar/vocabulary/mechanics/style, and study habits by doing the following:

Reading
1. Reviewing the five basic elements of fiction (plot, characterization, setting, theme, and point of

view), as well as many of the structures and devices of both poetic and dramatic literature.

2. Increasing their knowledge of poetic form and also the use of symbolism in literature.

Expanding their conception of what constitutes a literary “text.”

4. Improving their critical reading skills, particularly by continuing to work on moving from
concrete levels of thinking to more abstract levels.

5. Thinking about and examining the process of reading in order to better understand both their
own reading experiences and those of their classmates.

6. Choosing some of their own reading material and sharing it with their classmates to encourage
a life-long love of reading outside of the classroom as well as inside it while also considering
the connection between visuals and the printed word in the study of English.
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Writing
1. Crafting both creative and analytical written assignments to develop both creativity and
analytical skills.
2. Producing personal writing that stresses the development of individual voices.



3. Working on written assignments in stages to develop skills of planning, editing, and revising
written work.

4. Practicing evaluating both the written work of their peers and their own work.

5. In analytical writing, working towards constructing clear and cohesive paragraphs to support an
individually chosen and well-supported thesis.

6. Expanding understanding of and practicing writing introduction and conclusion paragraphs as
well as transition sentences and organization (at both the local and global levels).

7. Revision of writing at both the global and local levels.

8. Continuing to practice quoting from and citing primary (and occasionally secondary) sources.

Speaking

1. Performing dramatic scenes, speeches, and poetry both in front of the class and through
student-created video presentations.

2. Delivering an informational speech about a book read over the summer and a visual aid created
in order to present that book to the class.

3. Presenting a persuasive and analytical speech about a film adaptation of a work of literature.

4. Participating in class discussions by answering and asking questions and contributing pertinent
observations to the class (while also learning to engage courteously with classmates, practicing
listening as well as being heard).

5. Engaging in both reenactments of scenes from literature and Socratic seminars based on key

topics and ideas in the literature being read.

Grammar, Vocabulary, Mechanics & Style

1. Learning the spelling of words of their own choosing on a regular basis throughout the entire
year.

2. Expanding their vocabulary through encountering words in the context of lessons and literature.

3. Reviewing and increasing their basic understanding of parts of speech, sentence structure,
proper punctuation, and various other aspects of English grammar and mechanics, especially
through the creation of an original story as a large group on a weekly basis.

4. Practicing identifying and eliminating sentence fragments, run-on sentences, incomplete
sentences, and using end punctuation.

5. Investigating how grammar and mechanics contribute to style and meaning in the study of
literature.

6. Learning and practicing basic principles of clear and vigorous writing.

7. Continuing to work on adjusting their language and writing style to suit various kinds of
writing, with regard in particular to practicing the formal, academic tone of the essay versus the
often more lively, individual tone of creative and personal writing.

Study Habits

1. Maintaining a physical English binder and a digital Google Drive folder that serve as portfolios
of work from 8" grade English.

2. Practicing note taking in various media during class discussions and while reading.

3. Actively discussing different methods of study and preparation for different kinds of

assessments (such as essays versus spelling quizzes) in class.

V. Assessment
Semester grades in English 8 are determined collaboratively by students and their teacher based on
demonstrable evidence of growth supported by artifacts such as student essays, teacher feedback on



drafts and student work, teacher and student mini-conferences, scores on objective assessments, Portal
data about timely completion of assignments, and student reflections.

Students receive feedback on their work in English 8 in the following basic areas:
1. Performances (of both poetry and drama, some live, some recorded)
Creative and personal writing (such as vignettes and poems)
Spelling quizzes
Oral presentations about literature (includes oral, written, and visual components)
Socratic Seminars (primarily student-run discussions of literature)
Analytical, persuasive writing (sometimes presented orally, sometimes produced fully in class,
sometimes in longer more extensive writing assignments)

SNk v



Middle School Experiential Education Curriculum Information

I. Overview

The Middle School Class Trips integrate curriculum with life skills, character development, citizenship,
team building, and science. The seventh and eighth grade class trips take place in May to firmly
reinforce the personal development that has taken place over the year as a culminating experience that
also relates to areas of the academic curriculum. Students’ personal growth and maturation are
addressed in the context of group dynamics and teamwork. In the fifth and sixth grades, trips are
scheduled during Winterim Week. During Winterim week, seventh and eighth grade students choose
their Winterim from an array of on-campus programs, local trips, and national and international trips.

II. Course Outline
Class Trips
Seventh-grade Class Trip
1. The Seventh-grade Trip is a week long and hosted at Cheley Camps in Estes Park, CO. It is
organized around a variety of activities designed to foster the next eighth class as emerging
leaders in the middle school. These goals are accomplished with a variety of outdoor
experiences that include hiking, low ropes challenge course initiatives, solo time in nature, and
rock climbing and belay. Each activity is designed to enhance the students’ awareness of their
own potential for the Four Virtues, as well as the importance of individual ownership of the
community they wish to instill in the Middle School as its eighth grade leaders.
2. There is a general theme surrounding the importance of risk-taking and team building supported
by skillfully led group activities and the facilitation of group discussions.
3. Evenings include opportunities to lead in a variety of forums for each student, and
entertainment such as community games, music, and group shares.
4. There is time built in for individual journal writing and reflection.
5. The program concludes with a moving closing ceremony in which each student recognizes that
the risks and challenges they are willing to take, and the growth they achieve as a result, are in
no small part due to the support they receive from others.

Eighth-grade Class Trip

1. The Eighth-grade Trip is the oldest of the class trips at Dawson and has evolved since May
1990.

2. This trip is based near Moab, Utah and includes rafting, desert hikes, geology explorations,
modern history discussion, and language arts activities.

3. There is a theme of group dynamics which makes this a long-remembered, culminating
experience as the students prepare to leave middle school.

4. One of the dynamics of this trip is that the students become responsible for cooking and
cleaning up after themselves rather than relying on prepared meals in a dining hall.

Winterim

Sixth through Eighth Grade
1. Winterim is offered to students in grades 6—8 during the third week in March.
2. Faculty seek to design programs that support the mission of the school by requiring students to
stretch themselves in mind, body, and character while exploring their education from an active
experiential perspective that goes beyond the conventional walls of the classroom.
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Winterim experiences can be local, domestic or international.

Programs are often interdisciplinary, outline specific educational goals, and create a final
product that displays student learning.

Winterim offerings typically fall into one or more of the categories listed below:

a.

oo o

f.

Community service/service learning

Academic department program enhancements/learning
Art and technology education

Athletic, health or outdoor pursuits

Cultural or religious diversity awareness
Environmental awareness

Educational benefits of Winterim include bridging the gap between theory and real life,
increasing depth of knowledge and understanding, educating the whole child, meeting many
learning styles, learning by doing, service learning, and development of life skills.



Middle School Fine Arts Curriculum Information

Middle School Arts Overview

The middle school arts program exposes students to a wide range of visual and performing arts and
supports the growth of technical skills, fundamental arts concepts, and creative expression. 6th grade
students are involved in an arts wheel, with exposure to visual art, music, theater, and tech, while the
7th and 8th grade students have more choice in semester long classes that range from visual art,
computer graphics, and woodworking to theater, chorus, and rock band. Students in all middle school
arts classes leave with the ability to see projects through to completion and find success in their future
creative endeavors.

6-8 VISUAL ART

I. Overview

Middle School students are introduced to various media and techniques and develop a basic proficiency
in art concepts and skills. An emphasis is placed on composition, the elements and principles of design,
originality, and developing positive art studio habits. Students build an awareness of art vocabulary,
personal expression, historical perspectives, and the arts of different cultures, and explore a variety of
styles and media that will be pursued in greater depth in the Upper School.

II. Course Outline

Each semester differs in its outline to allow students to repeat the class. Projects vary in depth and time.
Each class will cover the following media: drawing and painting, jewelry making, ceramics, sculpture
and printmaking. Each project will cover the different techniques that are needed to comprehend the
media. Students are given as much creative choice as the project allows.

III. Materials and Resources

Each class will begin with an introduction to the day’s topic. Students will then spend time learning
new skills. Handouts will be given to supplement the topics covered. Books will also be available in
the art room, and on reserve in the library as additional resources. The Dawson art room has a reference
section that students use to help with project ideas. Books range from artists to an encyclopedia of
animals. Books, posters, and demos are also used to help illustrate techniques, art history, etc.

IV. Measurable Objectives
Students will exit the class with a firm understanding of the following:
Ceramics
1. Have a firm understanding of the wheel and the techniques required in throwing clay
(centering, throwing forms, and trimming)
Learn basic decorating and glazing skills
Learn hand-building skills (coiling, pinching, slab construction and molds)
Have a good understanding of how kilns work
Have a firm understanding of ceramic history and ceramic artists
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Drawing and painting
1. Have a good understanding of line, value, texture composition, and perspective
2. Be able to use sighting techniques (measuring, finding the mid-point, and using plum lines)
when drawing.
3. Have a clear idea of different subject areas (landscape, still life, figure drawing, and the
portrait)



4. Have a good understanding of different drawing and painting media
5. Have a strong knowledge of art theory, artists, and art history

Jewelry
1. Pass a written exam and understand how an acetylene torch works
2. Explore the lost art of wax casting and have a good understanding of the following: types of
wax, wax tools, designing jewelry, sprures, and mounting
Understand how investment works and of how to use the Vic-12 casting system
4. Be able to finish jewelry using the following techniques and tools: metal files, polishing and
advanced techniques
5. Understand other metalworking techniques including wire wrapping, sawing metal, beadwork,
stamping, and engraving.

(98]

Printmaking
1. Have a firm understanding of the history of printmaking
2. Develop strong cutting skills and understand different techniques in cutting
3. Understand printing techniques and different printing methods

Sculpture
1. Understand how casting works
2. Understand the basic principles of clay construction
3. Have knowledge of current trends in sculpture, sculpture history, and sculpture artists

V. Assessment
Students will be assessed through class discussion, on their understanding of the topics covered and
their ability to orchestrate the skills taught. Students’ participation and individual creativity will be a
part of the overall grade. Oral evaluation and observation is done on a daily basis and on completion of
projects. Student and instructor together will evaluate the following:
Jewelry

1. Symmetrical (shape, size, markings and overall design—where it applies)

2. Excess markings (marks that were created by filing)

3. Sprue marks (can someone tell where the sprue was created?)

4. Design (is the ring well designed?)

5. Color and shine (clean and free of black—where it applies)

6. Class participation—including attitude, attendance, preparation, handling of materials and
cleanup

Printmaking

1. Design

2. Ink transfers are even

3. Borders are clean and free of ink

4. Registration marks are lined

5. Aesthetic value (piece is well designed and pleasant to look at)

Ceramics (wheel)
1. Symmetrical (shape, size, markings and overall design—where it applies)
2. Thickness is consistent (wall, rim and bottom are all the same thickness)
3. Foot is symmetrical and even (piece sits flat and does not rock)



4. Glaze is even (dry foot is even and the glaze is well designed—where it applies)

Aesthetic value (piece is well designed and pleasant to look at)

6. Class participation—including attitude, attendance, preparation, handling of materials and
cleanup

|9,

Drawing and Painting
1. Homework

2. Projects
3. Class participation—including attitude, attendance, preparation, handling of materials and
cleanup
Sculpture
1. Casting
2. Clay
3. Class participation—including attitude, attendance, preparation, handling of materials and
cleanup
7/8th Grade Chorus

I. Overview

Choir students will explore their voices and learn techniques of good singing, including breathing,
posture, and vocal production with a free tone. Emphasis will be on learning healthy individual vocal
technique while working hard to create a unified choral ensemble. Students will work on reading music
and sight-singing skills, as well as developing their voices and ears. The goal is to bring each student to
a higher level in each of these categories over the semester. Repertoire will include a variety of pieces in
various styles and genres. The choir will perform at Dawson and possibly in the outside community.

II. Course Outline
The following skills will be developed on an ongoing basis throughout the semester through exercises
and the preparation of repertoire.

Vocal Skills
1. Body alignment and posture
2. Breathing
3. Vowel and Tone production
4. Diction
5. Development of vocal ranges: work with head and chest voice and lower range for changing

voices in boys

Music Reading Skills
1. Staff, treble clef, bass clef
Score shortcuts: "Dal Segno," "Da Capo," "Fine," "Coda," repeats, first and second endings
Dynamic and phrase markings
Note names
Moveable do system of solfége
Reading and counting rhythms, including whole, half, quarter, eighth, sixteenth notes, and
dotted rhythms. The traditional counting system will be used ("one and two and..."
7. Time signatures including 4/4, 2/4, 3/4, 2/2, 6/8
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9.

Introduction to key signatures and accidentals
Score reading, including following piano, soprano, alto, and baritone lines.

Sight Singing & Aural Skills

1.
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9.

Sing in 2 and 3 part harmony, depending on the voices in the choir
Recognition of patterns and basic intervals

Recognition of major and minor diatonic scales

Recognition of simple rhythms

Ability to independently sing a major scale

Ability to recall multi measure aural examples

Concepts of blend and balance within the ensemble will be stressed
Intonation and tuning within the ensemble will be addressed
Exercises and simple repertoire using moveable do solfége

10. Sight-singing diatonic major melodies
11. Sight-singing rhythms

Performance Skills

1.
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All students will participate in at least 2 performances for the Dawson community, additional
performances may be added during the semester as opportunities arise.

Performance etiquette and stage presence will be discussed and rehearsed

Incorporating dynamics, phrasing, and articulation to create an expressive performance
Appropriate dress will be discussed and implemented

Movement and staging may be incorporated into performance

Students will receive a final grade on their vocal and physical (stage presence) contribution to
the performance

III. Materials and Resources

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.

Black 1/2” 3-ring binder to organize all music & handouts distributed in class

Pencils

Two and three-part vocal pieces drawn from a variety of cultures/languages and in a variety of
styles, both accompanied and a cappella

Rounds and canons

Sight-singing exercises

Theory worksheets

IV. Measurable Objectives
Inexperienced students will:

1.
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Have learned the basic techniques of singing and vocal production

Be able to match pitch and sing with an ensemble

Be able to sing a variety of styles and genres

Have learned to read notes and basic rthythms

Have learned to sight sing diatonic patterns and simple repertoire

Have a basic understanding of musical vocabulary

Have learned performance and stage etiquette

Have the skills to continue to participate in choral ensembles at a higher level

Experienced students will:



1. Have further developed the basic technique of singing and vocal production and further
developed their own voices

2. Have a greater understanding of how to sing with an ensemble, attending to issues of blend and

balance

Be able to sing in a variety of styles

Be able to read notes and basic rhythms

Be able to recognize key signatures and use accidentals

Be able to sight sing diatonic patterns and simple repertoire

Have a basic understanding of musical vocabulary

Have exhibited performance and stage etiquette

Have the skills to continue to participate in choral ensembles at a higher level
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V. Assessment
Assessment in this course is conducted on a regular basis during rehearsals. The teacher will walk
amongst students as they are rehearsing to determine how well they are singing and holding harmonies.
Individual assessment will include periodically asking students to sing short sections of repertoire and
solfege examples, submitting recorded vocal examples and written assessment of music reading and
rhythms. A final assessment will be made of their contribution to the ensemble performance.

1. Regular assessment of singing by observing students’ contributions in rehearsal
Worksheets, homework assignments, and quizzes in music reading and rhythm
Individual recording of short repertoire sections and solfége exercises
Individual melodic and rhythmic sight reading assignments
Singing in small groups to assess ability to hold harmony and blend
Visual and aural assessment of student contribution to performances
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7-8 Rock Band
I. Overview
The Rock Band program is designed to get students playing, creating, and performing contemporary

music that they are passionate about through the exploration of a modern band ensemble. The course
will introduce the skills necessary to perform on electric guitar, acoustic guitar, electric bass, keyboard,
drums and vocals. All students will be expected to play multiple instruments throughout the semester.
Many styles of music will be discussed, demonstrated and performed by the students. The course will
also foster peer to peer development in the band setting while encouraging each band to perform
cohesively as a single unit. Students in Rock Band will also be introduced to the art of songwriting. End
of term projects will culminate with each student having their song performed by the ensemble. The
Rock Band class will present 2 required public performances each semester. Additional performances
may be added during the semester as opportunities arise.

II. Course Outline
The following skills will be developed on an ongoing basis throughout the semester through exercises
and the preparation of repertoire.

Instrumental Skills
1. Play varied rthythmic patterns. Rhythms include: whole notes/rests, half notes/rests, dotted half
notes, quarter notes/rests, paired eighth notes, sixteenth notes, triplets



2. Use time signatures: 4/4, 2/4, %, & 6/8

3. Be able to read music sheets & charts

4. Play at least 3 different back beats on the drum kit

5. Play 4-6 chords on the guitar & bass

6. Be able to improvise a simple instrumental solo

7. Identify the different parts of the instruments used in the band (keyboard, bass, guitar, drums)
Vocals

1. Understand the Vocal mechanism: posture/breath/tone
2. Understand the appropriate and safe use of the voice
3. Describe importance and role of vocal warmups

4. Be able to sing with a microphone & amp

Composition
1. Compose & notate their instrumental part in a group composition
2. Identify the structure/form of a rock song
3. Write lyrics for an original composition

Music History
1. Identify 3 famous musician for each instrument (bass, keys, guitar, drums, & voice)
2. Be able to describe why each musician is historically important/relevant
3. Be able to describe the differences between genres of rock & pop music

Performance
1. Play 2-3 songs in a public performance.
2. Play their own composition in a public performance
3. Exhibit and demonstrate appropriate stage presence during performances

Equipment
1. Understand basic set up/function of all sound equipment for rehearsals & performances.

ITI. Materials and Resources

Black 1/2” 3-ring binder to organize all music & handouts distributed in class

Pencils

All instruments & equipment will be provided

Students are welcome to bring their own instrument from home

Modern Band Method Books will be provided

Occasional recordings, videos, etc. are used for demonstration purposes throughout the school
year.
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IV. Measurable Objectives
Inexperienced students will:
1. Have learned the basic techniques of playing multiple instruments
Be able to match pitch and perform with an ensemble
Be able to play a variety of styles and genres
Have learned to read charts and basic rhythms
Have a basic understanding of musical vocabulary
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6. Have learned performance and stage etiquette

Experienced students will:
1. Have further developed the basic technique of playing multiple instruments
Play multiple chords, backbackbeats, & scales
Be able to play in a variety of styles
Be able to read standard music notation and rhythms
Be able to recognize chord structures and progressions
Have a strong understanding of musical vocabulary
Have exhibited performance and stage etiquette
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V. Assessment
Assessment in this course is conducted on a regular basis during rehearsals. The teacher will walk
amongst students as they are rehearsing to determine how well they are playing and keeping the beat.
Individual assessment will include periodically asking students to play short sections of repertoire,
submitting recorded examples and written assessment of compositions. A final assessment will be made
of their contribution to the ensemble performance.

1. Regular assessment of playing by observing students’ contributions in rehearsal

2. Worksheets, homework assignments, and quizzes in music reading and rhythm

3. Individual recording of short repertoire sections

4. Individual melodic and rhythmic sight reading assignments

5. Playing in small groups to assess ability to hold rhythm and perform parts

6. Visual and aural assessment of student contribution to performances
COMPUTER GRAPHICS

I. Overview

This one-semester course is designed to explore the process of creating and publishing digital graphics
projects. Students will work with Adobe programs and 3D modeling software to complete graphic arts
projects. The focus will be on enhancing the students’ comfort with computers and graphic
manipulation while exploring their artistic and creative side through a variety of software.

II. Course Outline

Each semester differs in its outline to allow students to repeat the class. Projects vary in depth and time.
Each class will cover the following topics: photo manipulation, photography, vector graphics, animation
and 3D modeling. Each project will cover the different techniques that are needed to comprehend the
media. Students are given as much creative choice as the project allows.

ITI. Materials and Resources
Class Resources:

Computers with USB ports
High speed Internet access
Adobe Programs

3D modeling program
Drawing tablets

Digital cameras



IV. Measurable Objectives
Students will exit the class with a firm understanding of the following:
Photo manipulation
1. Students will be able to create photo manipulations using layers, effects, filters,
transformations, selections, clone tools and text tools
2. Students will gain an understanding of copyright law
3. Students will learn about the history of photo manipulation through class discussion.

Photography
1. Students will learn to compose photographs by using the rules of composition such as the rule
of thirds

2. Students will learn how to transfer images off of their camera onto the computer
3. Students will learn how to organize their files.

Vector Graphics
1. Students will learn how to create different shapes using the shape tool.

2. Students will gain a comprehensive understanding of the pen tool.
3. Students will learn how to manipulate anchor points.
4. Students will learn how to apply color and a stroke to paths and shapes
5. Students will learn how to use layering in a vector file.
Animation

1. Students will learn the difference between 2D and 3D animation

2. Students will learn about frame by frame animation

3. Students will learn about timeline animation like rotoscoping.

4. Students will learn about the principles of animation: squash and stretch, ease in and out and
tweens.

5. Students will learn how to render animations to different formats.

3D modeling
1. Students will learn how to manipulate mesh objects
2. Students will learn how to manipulate an object's position, rotation and scale.
3. Students will learn how to manipulate objects' edges, faces and vertices.
4. Students will learn how to render 3D models

V. Assessment

Assessment in this course is designed to be a series of projects that require the students to practice the
skills previously presented in class. The teacher, and students, will provide individual feedback
throughout the various stages of the projects. Once projects are completed, they will be viewed and
discussed in class. The teacher provides feedback for each student at the end of projects by filling out a
rubric indicating how the student performed on the stated goal of the project. Projects will build upon
the skills utilized in previous projects, as well as provide students with an opportunity to practice the
new skills taught, and to provide students an opportunity to explore the medium in a creative direction
of their choosing.

6-8 WOODWORKING
I. Overview



Woodworking is a semester-long course that can be taken during the seventh or eighth grade. The
emphasis in the woodworking class is on safe operation of tools and machines, design, and the study of
materials and processes.

I1. Course Outline

In the woodworking class, product and process are both of equal importance. The production of design,
working drawings, joinery, project planning, finishing and building, and design are central. Problem
solving and critical thinking are also key elements of this course. The safe use of power machinery is
essential.

Safety

Students will study the safe use of tools and machines in the woodshop. No student will be allowed to
participate in the use of any machines or tools until he or she has demonstrated a superior knowledge in
their safe use to the instructor (100% is necessary to pass any safety test). We will study the following
machines and tools on a need-to-use basis. As a project calls for us to use a machine, we will do safety
demonstrations and instruction.

General machines

1. Hand tools (power and manual)
Miter Saw
Table saw
Drill press
Band saw
Scroll saw
Jointer
Planer
9. Router
10. Biscuit joiner
11. Nail gun
12. Lathe (optional)
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Machine Operation and Use
Students will study different operations performed with the above machines and tools.

Design

Students will study the following areas of design:
1. Construction
2. Wood Types
3. Lamination, gluing, clamping and shaping

Project Building
Apply knowledge learned in the preceding areas in building selected projects.

Finishing
1. Sanding and abrasives
2. Application of finishes



IT1. Materials and Resources

This class employs a wide range of materials including but not limited to

Hardwoods: oak, maple, walnut, poplar and cherry wood

A wide variety of sheet stock in a variety of thicknesses

A variety of finishes, including oil stains, coatings, polyurethanes, and tung oil
The Dawson Woodworking Manual
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IV. Measurable Objectives
Demonstration of a superior knowledge in the safe use of tools and machines.

V. Assessment
Evaluation is done on a daily basis. Students are evaluated on:
1. Daily participation, remaining on task, and machine operation and use
2. Safety tests, both written and physical demonstration of machine use
3. The project:
a. Planning
b. Appearance
c.  Workmanship in terms of sanding, joinery, finish
d. Project design

6-8 THEATER

I. Overview
Theater class encourages and challenges students to develop cross-disciplinary skills through ensemble
activities, independent and collaborative projects, and immediate feedback and assessment.

II. Course Outline:

6th Grade:

In this energetic and collaborative course, students dive into the world of theater by learning what it
takes to bring a performance to life—on stage and behind the scenes. Through games, improvisation,
and scene work, students explore how to create compelling characters, make bold acting choices, and
tell meaningful stories. They’ll experiment with voice and movement, investigate the setting and time
period of different scripts, and work together to rehearse and perform scenes or short plays.

Along the way, students will:

Step into the shoes of a character by imagining their world and motivations.
Discover how historical and cultural context influences performance and design.
Practice refining their scenes by making and analyzing artistic choices.

Use voice, body, and emotion to bring characters to life.

Break down stories into key dramatic moments to understand structure and pacing.
Build confidence through rehearsal, ensemble work, and performance.

Respond to performances—both their own and others’—with thoughtful reflection.
Learn how to shape a performance with a specific audience or purpose in mind.



7th and 8th Grade:

Unit 1: Monologue Performance or Storytelling (alternating years)

Students will develop their public speaking ability by choosing, rehearsing, and performing a
monologue, or by writing and telling personal stories.

Unit 2: Comedic Scenes and One-Acts
Students will rehearse and perform either short comedic scenes or a comedic one-act play.

Unit 2: Theater of the Oppressed or Improv (alternating years)

Theater of the Oppressed: Students will study the Brazilian theater practitioner Augusto Boal and
become fluent in his Theatre of the Oppressed techniques, including image theater, invisible theater,
newspaper theater, and forum theater.

Improv: Students will learn basic improvisational theater techniques, form an improv troupe, and
perform for classmates.

Unit 3: Technical Theatre or Playwriting (alternating years)

Technical Theater: Students will learn how costumes, props, sound, projections, lights, and stage
management support the story being told on stage. The unit culminates with a fully staged performance
by each group.

Playwriting: Students will learn how to tell a story through playwriting. The unit culminates with
staged reading of original work.

III. Materials and Resource
Materials: Texts (monologues), Videos, Props, Costumes, Sound Board, Lighting Board, Projectors

Resources: "Games for Actors and Non-Actors" (Augusto Boal), "Theatre Games for the Classroom"
(Viola Spolin), "Middle School Motivators" (Responsive Classroom), “Story Worthy” (Matthew Dicks),
“Impro” (Keith Johnstone)

IV. Measurable Objectives

Students will grow in the following skills:

Vocal: projection, clarity, and tone

Movement: Stage presence, and Embodiment of a character

Ensemble: Listening and Reacting, Critique and analysis, Support of others, and Improvisation (acting
and dance)

Social & Emotional: Confidence and Risk-taking

Theater Knowledge: Theater terms, Production roles, and Multicultural understanding

V. Assessment
a. Formative:
Immediate feedback (during ensemble activities, and performance work), Quizzes, Written assignments

b. Summative:
Final performances, projects, and written assessments



MIDDLE SCHOOL MUSICAL THEATER CLASS

I. Course Description

In Musical Theater Performance students will collaborate with peers, faculty, and guest artists to
develop audition, singing, acting, and dancing skills and will apply those skills to a full musical theater

performance for the Dawson community.

II. Outline and Measurable Objectives
Students will engage in the following processes and measurable objectives.

1. Audition Process:

a.

Preparing Vocal Audition Selections: Students will learn and practice how to select a
vocal audition selection that fits their vocal range, showcases their strengths, and fits
the genre of the show.

Analyzing a Scene: Students will learn and practice how to quickly analyze a scene’s
context, and their character’s objective and obstacles.

The 4 C’s: Students will learn and practice how to use the “4 C’s” (Carrying Your
Voice, Communicating with Your Partner, Making Confident Choices, and Cheating
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Out) to successfully perform an audition scene.

2. Rehearsal Process:

a.

Production Basics: Students will learn the basics of a theatrical production, including
parts of the stage and theater, production jobs (director, musical director,
choreographer, stage manager, dramaturg, technical director, set designer, costume
designer, lighting designer, sound designer, and technical crew).

Musical Acting Basics: Students will learn how a musical differs from a straight play
and how the production teams brings the story to life through all of the theatrical
elements.

Character Development: Students will learn how to develop a character using Uta
Hagen’s Character Questions.

Vocal Development: Students will learn how the voice works and how to apply healthy
vocal techniques to bring their character to life through dialogue and songs.

Music Theory: Students will learn how to read the treble and bass clef on a music
score.

Ear Training: Students will sight sing on solfege syllables to develop their ear. They
will work on pitch matching, interval identification, and vocal blend.

Movement Work: Students will work with our choreographer to use dance and their
body language to express their character’s emotions and objectives.
Intention-Setting: Students will learn how to set intentions for each rehearsal through
various social-emotional constructs.

Personal Rehearsal: Students will learn how to rehearse on their own using resources
on the portal.

3. Production Process:



a. Tech Week: Students will learn how actors play a role in tech week by adhering to call
times, marking positions during tech rehearsals, and cultivating the “hurry up and wait”
mentality.

b. Costumes: Students will collaborate with the costume designer and learn the process of
being fitted for a costume as well as the details of a “costume parade.”

c¢. Dress Rehearsals: Students will take ownership of the show as the production crew
focuses on their production roles instead of as an audience for the performers. Students
will receive notes from the directors after each dress rehearsal and learn how to apply
those notes to their next rehearsal or performance.

d. Performances: Students will perform for Lower and Middle School audiences and
Dawson community members.

4. Post-Mortem Reflection: Students will learn the process of the theater post-mortem: a
deep-dive analysis into the production to create a growth mindset for the future, mixing
celebration with evaluation and reflection.

II1. Assessment

A. Formative: Students will receive ungraded and low-stakes feedback on their work during
each part of the process.

B. Summative: Students will receive skills-based feedback on each part of the process.

Middle School Information Literacy Curriculum Information

Middle School Information Literacy Overview

The middle school information literacy curriculum seeks to train students how to effectively navigate
the information-seeking lifecycle: 1) ask a focused question, 2) find relevant information, 3) evaluate
accordingly, and 4) ethically apply what has been learned. In the age of instant information acquisition,
it is especially important that Dawson produces graduates who understand and appreciate this process.
The information literacy curriculum prompts students to recognize the difference between searching for
a simple answer and researching a complex or multifaceted topic. Students gradually learn that many
questions cannot be answered via a quick Google search, and that having accurate and well-rounded
answers to those more complicated questions is often critically important. As a result, the alternative
resources, search strategies, and evaluation techniques presented become relevant and useful.
Meanwhile, students become aware of how their own lived experiences and perspectives inform their
information-seeking process.

Lessons are embedded into core classes and supplemented by lessons with the Coordinator of
Information Literacy, an MLIS-credentialed teacher-librarian. Students receive contextualized
instruction at multiple points throughout the school year.

SIXTH GRADE INFORMATION LITERACY

I. Overview

The 6th grade information literacy course is focused on introducing students to resources available to
them in the Learning Commons and the electronic library collection, as well as practicing key skills
related to searching for information that will remain relevant through the middle school years. Students



will also learn about the types of misinformation that may pose a risk to their research endeavors
moving forward.

II. Course Outline
1. Find relevant information
a. Searching the library
i.  Library e-resources
1. Value and differentiation from open web searching
2. Library databases
ii.  Print resources
1. Print book experience
2. Classification & catalog
b. Searching the open web
i.  Value & limitations
ii.  Internet basics
c. Search strategies
i.  Keywords & phrases
d. Information resources for specialty subjects (ad hoc)
2. Phase 3: Evaluate accordingly
a. Evaluation targets
i.  Authority
ii.  Purpose
b. Media Literacy
i.  Misinformation

III. Materials and Resources
1. Print media, including: fiction and nonfiction books, encyclopedias, magazines, newspapers
2. Electronic media, including: e-books, scholarly articles, magazines, newspapers, videos,
images, audio recordings, websites
Proprietary databases and search engines accessible via the Dawson library website
Open access databases and search engines accessible via the Internet
5. MacBook Air laptops
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IV. Measurable Objectives
Students will be able to:
1. Recognize the library’s role in the information acquisition process and utilize it effectively.
2. Identify diverse sources of information--including print and electronic, recreational and
informative--and know how to access them.
Recognize the value and limitations of the open web.
Apply sound search strategies when looking for information electronically.
Evaluate information resources by examining authority and purpose.
Recognize different types of misinformation and know how to fact check questionable
information.
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V. Assessment
1. Librarian observations
2. Teacher feedback
3. Student participation



4. Oral/written presentation
5. Student questionnaire

SEVENTH GRADE INFORMATION LITERACY

I. Overview

The 7th grade information literacy course builds on information-seeking skills learned in 6th grade.
Added layers of complexity include instruction on different resource types and additional evaluation
techniques. Media literacy instruction is also expanded to include affective information seeking
behavior and media bias.

II. Course Outline
1. Find relevant information
a. Key resource types
b. Searching the library
i.  Library e-resources
1. Value and differentiation from open web searching
2. Library databases
ii.  Print resources
1. Print book experience
2. Classification & catalog
c. Searching the open web
i.  Value & limitations
ii.  Popular tools
d. Search strategies
i.  Keywords & phrases
e. Information resources for specialty subjects (ad hoc)
2. Phase 3: Evaluate accordingly
a. Evaluation targets
i.  Currency
ii.  Relevance
iii.  Authority
iv.  Accuracy
v.  Purpose
b. Media Literacy
i.  Media bias
ii.  Affective information behavior

III. Materials and Resources

1. Electronic media, including: e-books, scholarly articles, magazines, newspapers, videos,
images, audio recordings, websites
Proprietary databases and search engines accessible via the Dawson library website
Open access databases and search engines accessible via the Internet
Print media, including: fiction and nonfiction books, encyclopedias, magazines, newspapers
MacBook Air laptops
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IV. Measurable Objectives
Students will be able to:
1. Recognize the library’s role in the information acquisition process and utilize it effectively.



2. Identify diverse sources of information--including print and electronic, recreational and
informative--and know how to access them.

3. Recognize the value and limitations of the open web while smartly utilizing some of its more
popular tools.

4. Apply sound search strategies when looking for information electronically.

5. Differentiate between common types of information used for current event research.

6. Determine the reliability of information by assessing its currency, relevance, authority,
accuracy, and purpose.

7. Understand how their lived experiences impact their own information-seeking.

V. Assessment

1. Librarian observations
Teacher feedback
Student participation
Oral/written presentation
Student questionnaire
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EIGHTH GRADE INFORMATION LITERACY

I. Overview

In the 8th grade, students will learn about the entire research process, realizing they have already built
skill within the four phases of information-seeking. In particular, the first phase of the research process
is introduced--asking a focused question. Students will practice new tools that will allow them to
search for information more effectively, especially via the library. They will discover how to stay
organized as their research projects become more complex. Further, they will study and utilize many of
the key information resources central to quality research. Students in the 8th grade will also be
reminded of information ethics and the importance of proper attribution.

II. Course Outline
1. Introduction to research
2. Ask a focused question
a. Selecting a topic
b. Collecting background information
c. Narrowing/broadening
d. Writing a research question
3. Phase 2: Find relevant information
a. Key resource types
b. Searching the library
i.  Library e-resources
1. Value and differentiation from open web searching
2. Library databases
3. Advanced searching
ii.  Print resources
1. Print book experience
2. Classification & catalog
c. Searching the open web
i.  Value & limitations
ii.  Popular tools
d. Search strategies



i.  Keywords & phrases
ii.  Citation mining
iii.  Research logging
e. Information resources for specialty subjects (ad hoc)
4. Evaluate accordingly
a. Evaluation targets
i.  Currency
ii.  Relevancy
iii.  Accuracy
iv.  Authority
v.  Purpose
5. Ethically apply what you learned
a. Plagiarism
b. Attribution
i.  MLA citation

III. Materials and Resources

1. Electronic media, including: e-books, scholarly articles, magazines, newspapers, videos,
images, audio recordings, websites
Proprietary databases and search engines accessible via the Dawson library website
Open access databases and search engines accessible via the Internet
Print media, including: fiction and nonfiction books, encyclopedias, magazines, newspapers
MacBook Air laptops
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IV. Measurable Objectives
Students will be able to:
1. Thoughtfully choose a topic to study.
2. Conduct focused research by utilizing background information to narrow or broaden scope.
3. Recognize the library’s role in the information acquisition process and utilize it effectively.
4. Identify diverse sources of information--including print and electronic, recreational and
informative--and know how to access them.
Recognize the value and limitations of the open web while smartly utilizing some of its more
popular tools.
Apply sound search strategies when looking for information electronically.
Know how to stay organized when navigating a multifaceted research project.
Describe and locate key types of information often utilized in quality research.
Determine the reliability of information by assessing its currency, relevance, authority,
accuracy, and purpose.
10. Ethically apply what has been learned by employing sound attribution techniques.
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V. Assessment

1. Librarian observations
Teacher feedback
Student participation
Oral/written presentation
Student questionnaire
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Middle School Mathematics Curriculum Information
Middle School Mathematics Curriculum Overview
The middle school mathematics curriculum seeks to improve essential skills while moving students
toward more abstract and analytical modalities of problem solving. During the middle school math
experience, students will move from developing both procedural and conceptual understanding of
fundamental concepts to engaging in sophisticated algebraic reasoning. In all courses teachers use
open-ended problem solving and mathematical modeling to help students in their progression from
concrete to pictorial to abstract representations of mathematical situations.
Because Dawson serves students with a wide range of mathematical experiences and modes of learning,
teachers utilize technology, differentiation, and collaborative and cooperative learning.
Students are encouraged to question, explore, take risks and make mistakes as a means to organically
make meaning of mathematics and solidify their knowledge of content and processes.

Teachers and students work together to create learning environments that promote critical thinking,
patient problem solving, thoughtful mathematical discourse and meaningful connections to the real
world. The overarching theme throughout the middle school math program is the building of
confidence, persistence and self-reliance such that students are set up to become life-long learners and
users of math.

MATH SKILLS & EXPLORATION

I. Overview

In Math Skills & Exploration, students will construct understanding of mathematical concepts by
engaging in productive struggle. Students will build conceptual understanding through working
collaboratively on carefully chosen high level math tasks that ignite curiosity, encourage student
sense making, and are accessible to all ability levels. Students will tackle ambiguous problems
using mathematical strategies that make sense to them, communicate and compare their reasoning
with their peers, and will then construct generalizations that lead to a deep understanding of
algorithms and mathematical connections. Students will use visual representations and hands-on
materials to build number sense and develop deep understanding of mathematical concepts. In
addition to building procedural fluency and practicing new mathematical skills, students will learn
how to make sense of problems and persevere when solving them.

I1. Course Outline (Below are content areas of study that will be developed over the course of the year
in a non-linear and integrated manner.)
1. Factors, Multiples and Prime Factorization
Exponents and Square Roots
The Real Number System
Rational Number Operations and Applications
Rates, Ratios and Proportional Thinking
Geometry Applications:
a. Angle Relations
b. Perimeter and Area of Two-Dimensional Figures
c. Surface Area and Volume of Rectangular Prisms and Cylinders
7. Algebraic Thinking
a. Expressions Containing Variables
b. One- and Two-Step Equations
c. One-Step Inequalities
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ITII. Materials and Resources
1. Grade 6 text and workbook: enVision by Savvas
2. Math formative assessment websites such as Khan Academy, and Delta Math
3. Variety of supplementary material for remediation and enrichment
4. Teacher-created materials

IV. Measurable Objectives
Students will:
1. Calculate experimental and theoretical probability of simple events
Use probability to make predictions
Multiply multi-digit numbers using the standard algorithm
Determine factors and multiples of composite numbers, including Greatest Common Factors
and Least Common Multiples
Add, subtract, multiply, and divide integers
Classify numbers within the Real Number system
Plot coordinate pairs onto a Cartesian plane
Fluently add, subtract, multiply, and divide fractions (including mixed numbers) and decimals
9. Apply knowledge of ratios to convert fractions, decimals, and percents
10. Solve problems using ratios, rates, and unit rates
11. Represent proportional relationships using tables and graphs
12. Classify angles as supplementary, complementary, vertical, and linear
13. Calculate perimeter and area of simple and composite figures
14. Determine volume and surface area of prisms and cylinders
15. Evaluate numerical expressions using order of operations
16. Simplify expressions containing multiple terms and variables
17. Develop understanding of exponents and square roots
18. Apply the Distributive Property to simplify algebraic expressions
19. Solve one and two step equations
20. Solve and graph one step inequalities on a number line
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V. Assessment
1. Formative Assessment may include daily classwork, quizzes, homework, exit slips, and daily
discourse, and problems of the week
2. Summative assessments will include unit projects and tests

PRE-ALGEBRA

I. Overview

The Dawson Mathematics Department believes in the importance of laying a deep foundation for
Algebra I in middle school. In order to achieve this goal, all students must take a year-long Pre-Algebra
course that focuses on the completion and reinforcement of essential concepts. In Pre-Algebra, students
develop foundational skills and apply them to more abstract algebraic concepts. Through rich classroom
discourse and intentional instruction, students’ written and oral expression of mathematical ideas
become more precise. This year is the time for students to build their foundation of algebraic learning
for future mathematical application.

II. Course Outline



The Real Number System
Exponents & Square Roots
Algebraic Expressions & Equations with one variable
Proportional Relationships and Percent Problems
a. Direct Variation and Constant of Proportionality
b. Simple Interest, Tax, Markups/downs, Gratuity, Commission, Percent
Increase/Decrease, etc...
c. Scale Drawings and Similar Figures
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5. One- and Two-Variable Inequalities
6. Linear Relationships & Slope
a. Function Vocabulary
b. Rate of Change & Constant Rate of Change

ITI. Materials
1. Grade 7/PreAlgebra text and workbook: enVision by Savvas
2. Variety of supplemental resources for remediation and enrichment
3. Teacher-created materials

IV. Measurable Objectives
The main objective of our preliminary Algebraic studies is to aid students with a more expansive
solving methodology. During this year we will apply, study and practice the following concepts:

1. Operations with signed numbers including exponents and roots, order of operations,
recognizing variables, understanding the difference between expressions and equations, and
using the distributive property to simplify expressions and solve equations

2. Solving one-step equations, solving multi-step equations, solving equations with variables on
one or both sides using inverse operations, solving absolute value equations, calculating rates,
using ratios, finding percents, percentage change, setting-up and solving proportions

3. Graphing and writing inequalities, solving inequalities and compound inequalities for a given
variable, solving absolute value inequalities

4. Introduction to graphing relationships between two variables, differentiating between relations
and functions, interpreting and generating scatter plots, utilizing trend lines to make predictions,
identifying and extending arithmetic sequences.

V. Assessment
1. Homework completion and effort

2. Multiple short assessments to ascertain understanding: warmups and exit slips
3. Unit exams to assess both skill proficiency and problem solving acuity
4. Projects
5. Observation of processes with problem solving
6. Evaluation of in-class communication both written and oral
ALGEBRA 1

I. Overview
This course reviews the algebra concepts of Pre-Algebra before exploring the more complex concepts
of Algebra. In this course, students will develop consistent study habits, organize their written work,



properly use mathematical language, and verbally articulate their thought processes. Students will
tackle ambiguous problems using mathematical strategies that make sense to them, discuss and compare
their reasoning with peers, and then construct generalizations that lead to more formalized algorithms
and mathematical connections. Following this process, students will then apply their understanding to
conduct error analysis on various approaches and solutions presented in class as a means to deepen their
mastery.

II. Outline
1. Arithmetic and Algebraic Properties
2. Expressions and Equations
a. Solving Equations with Rational Coefficients and Constants
b. Solving Equations with Infinite or No Solutions
c. Solving Absolute Value Equations & Applications
3. Relations and Functions
a. Domain and Range
b. Independent and Dependent Variables
c. Tables, Mapping and Vertical Line Test
d. Function Notation
4. Linear Functions
a. Rate of Change & Slope
b. Slope-Intercept Form, Point-Slope Form & Standard Form
c. Parallel and Perpendicular Lines
d. Scatter Plots, Line of Best Fit, Linear Regression
e. Applications
5. Systems of Linear Equations
a. Methods of Solving
b. Applications
Linear Inequalities & Systems of Linear Inequalities
Laws of Exponents & Scientific Notation Operations
Polynomials and Factoring
Quadratic Functions
a. Vocabulary & Key Characteristics
b. Graphing & Transformations
c. Solving Quadratic Equations by Factoring & using the Quadratic Formula
d. Applications

Y

III. Materials and Resources

Algebra text and workbook: enVision by Savvas

DeltaMath, web-based technology

Desmos Graphing Calculator and Classroom Activities, web-based technology
TI-83/84 (any version) Graphing Calculator

Teacher-Created Materials

MRS

IV. Measurable Objectives
Students will:
1. Understand and apply the properties of arithmetic including commutative, associative,
distributive, identity and inverse when simplifying algebraic expressions.



10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.

28.

Understand and apply algebraic properties of equality including reflexive, symmetric,
transitive, substitution, addition, subtraction, multiplication and division when solving
manipulating algebraic equations.

Solve equations containing rational coefficients by creating equivalent equations containing
only integer coefficients.

Give examples of and solve linear equations in one variable with one solution, no solution, or
infinitely many solutions.

Solve and graph solutions to one-variable, multi-step absolute value equations.

Identify functions in different representations and use function notation.

Understand rate of change as a rate that describes how one quantity changes in relation to
another. Identify linear functions as having a constant rate of change.

Understand the slope of a line as both the direction and measure of steepness determined by the
rate of change between x and y. Calculate the slope of a line using the slope formula (dividing
the change in y values between two points by the change in x values).

Write equations of linear functions in slope-intercept form, point-slope form, and standard form
and fluidly convert between the three.

Identify and write equations for parallel and perpendicular lines.

Interpret data using scatter plots and approximate lines of best fit. Use lines of best fit to
approximate the rate of change and to make predictions about data not in the original data set.
Solve systems of equations both graphically and algebraically using graphing technology and
the substitution and elimination method.

Understand the relationship between the algebraic solution of a system of linear equations and
the graphical representation (i.e., equations with one solution describe lines that intersect,
equations with no solution describe parallel lines, equations with infinitely many solutions
describe the same line).

Solve and graph multi-step, two-variable linear inequalities, compound inequalities, and
systems of linear inequalities.

Know and apply the laws of exponents to simplify exponential expressions.

Add, subtract, multiply and divide numbers written in scientific notation.

Classify polynomials by degree and number of terms.

Add and subtract polynomials.

Multiply and factor polynomials.

Understand the graph of a quadratic function takes the shape of a parabola and identify its key
features including y-intercept, x-intercept(s), vertex and axis of symmetry

Graph vertical and horizontal shifts, vertical compressions, and stretches of quadratic functions
using graphing technology

Solve quadratic equations in factored form using the zero product property.

Solve quadratic equations in vertex form by taking the square root.

Solve quadratic equations in standard form but factoring and using the quadratic formula.
Calculate the vertex of a quadratic equation in all forms.

Solve quadratic equations to find the x-intercepts (roots, zeros) of a parabola by factoring or
using the quadratic formula.

Solve real-world problems involving absolute value, linear functions, quadratic functions and
systems of equations and inequalities.

Learn and fluently use the functions of the TI-83/84 graphing calculator relevant to the
concepts covered throughout the course.

V. Assessment



1. Do Nows and Exit Slips

2. Homework & Classwork

3. Problems of the Week

4. Quizzes and Tests

5. Projects

6. Observations throughout class/group/partner discussions

7. Evaluation of processes in written work and verbal articulation
GEOMETRY

I. Overview

This course is designed for students to become increasingly fluent with the language and ideas on which
Calculus and college mathematics are built. However, an equally-as-important emphasis will be placed
upon the appreciation of mathematics as an art form and an opportunity for practice in asking elegant
questions, crafting satisfying and beautiful explanations, developing critical taste, and being creative,
flexible, and being creative, and open-minded thinkers.

The main objective of Geometry is to engage students in the process of having ideas, struggling to have
ideas, discovering patterns, generalizing those patterns, making conjectures, constructing examples and
counterexamples, devising arguments, and critiquing their own and each other's work, all within the
framework of the notation, technique, and development of a Geometry knowledge base.

II. Course Outline

1. Foundations

2. Reasoning and Proofs

3. Perpendicular and Parallel Lines

4. Triangle Congruence

5. Relationships in Triangles

6. Polygons and Quadrilaterals

7. Similarity
8. Right Triangles and Trigonometry
9. Area, Surface Area, and Volume
10. Circles

III. Materials and Resources

Web-based technology

Desmos Graphing Calculator and Classroom Activities, web-based technology
TI-83/84 (any version) Graphing Calculator

Construction tools: compass, protractor, and ruler

Teacher-created materials
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IV. Measurable Objectives

Students will:

1. Create a glossary of definitions in their notebooks to use as a resource throughout the year
Develop their own list of theorems and conjectures to use as a resource throughout the year
Learn how to write geometric definitions
Learn and apply deductive and inductive reasoning skills
Learn to find the area of two-dimensional figures
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Learn to find the volume of three-dimensional figures

Learn to apply the Pythagorean Theorem to real world problems

Have a deep understanding of congruence and similarity

9. Begin the study of Trigonometry to be continued in future classes

10. Work in groups to complete projects relating Geometry to the real world

11. Learn to use an investigative approach to learning

12. Become familiar with the use and application of construction tools to diagram mathematical
ideas

13. Develop the organizational skills to take and review notes and apply these notes to test
preparation.

14. Develop mastery in new topics in Geometry and relate those to existing algebraic skills in a

continued path from Algebra I to Algebra II.
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V. Assessment

Assessment in this course is designed to be an opportunity to practice topics from lessons and develop
mastery of that material. The homework-quiz-test-exam sequence will give each student a chance to
prove mastery of a given topic in a progression of sophistication.

Warm Ups & Exit Slips

Homework & Classwork

Quizzes and Tests

Projects

Observations throughout class/group/partner discussions
Evaluation of processes in written work and verbal articulation

Middle School Science Curriculum Information

Middle School Science Overview

Building upon the foundation established in the Lower School, the Middle School Science curriculum
seeks to improve essential skills while moving students toward the more abstract and analytical modes
of field research and the scientific method. By the sixth grade, students have the foundation they will

need to study physical science, earth science, and life science.

EARTH SCIENCE - SIXTH GRADE

I. Overview

Earth Science is an interdisciplinary study that explores the dynamic processes and systems of our
planet. This course introduces students to the four main branches of Earth Science: geology,
meteorology, oceanography, and astronomy. Through hands-on activities, lab experiments, and
real-world applications, students will gain a deeper understanding of Earth’s structure, natural
phenomena, and its place in the universe.

II. Course Outline
1. Science Intro - Test on Science Intro



Unit 1: Earth’s Structure - Test on Unit 1

Unit 2: Rocks and Minerals — Test on Unit 2

Unit 43 Erosion and Deposition — Test on Unit 3

Unit 4: Plate Tectonics, Earthquakes, and Volcanoes — Test on Unit 4
Unit 5: Atmosphere and Climate — Test on Unit 5

Unit 6: Weather — Test on Unit 6

Unit 7: Earth’s Water and Oceans — Test on Unit 7

Unit 8: The Solar System — Test on Unit 8
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III. Materials and Resources
There is no textbook for this course. Notes and materials will be provided.

IV. Measurable Objectives
The students will work to do the following:
1. To follow directions in setting up and carrying out lab activities
2. Make observations, collect and analyze data in an organized manner
3. Read current periodicals and answer questions or write an analysis
4. Research topics independently and in groups, write a report, and present it to the class

V. Assessment
1. Grades will be based on participation, class work, projects,lab groups, lab experiments, and
tests..
2. Projects and presentations are assessed based on how students meet requirements, which are all
explained on their respective rubrics
3. Grades are calculated based on category percentages..

LIFE SCIENCE - SEVENTH GRADE

I. Overview

This course will engage students in the study of life science through the exploration of such
fundamental topics as living things, plant and animal cells, genetics, human body systems, and ecology
which covers ecosystems, populations, interactions, and biodiversity. Active engagement in the methods
and processes of scientific inquiry occur throughout the course through labs, activities, research, and
field journaling. Big ideas and skills are introduced and repeatedly applied in subsequent units. Students

will be asked to conduct both independent and group work, participate in class discussions, carry out
reading and study of content, apply content, present data and information in a variety of formats, and
organize information in a variety of ways.

II. Course Outline
1. Laboratory safety
2. Scientific inquiry- testable questions, hypotheses, variables, controls, trials, observations,
inferences, predictions, lab design and lab reports
Field journal
Metric system and measurement
The microscope as a tool in life science
Collection, organization and interpretation of data
Characteristics of living things
Cell theory, cell structure and function
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9. Types of cells (prokaryote, eukaryote, plant, animal)

10. Genetics

11. The human body: structure and function of organs and organ systems; interdependence of
organs and organ systems

12. Ecosystems

13. Populations

14. Species Interactions

15. Biodiversity

III. Materials and Resources

e | large (8.5 inx 11 in, 300+ pages) spiral or bound notebook OR 1.5 in 3-ring binder with lined
paper (Used ONLY for science class)
Tape and/or glue stick
4 dividers or index sticky tabs
Charged laptop
Laptop charger (just in case!)
Headphones (compatible with laptop)
Pencils and eraser
Colored pencils
Highlighters

IV. Measurable Objectives

The students will work to do the following:
1. Follow directions in setting up and carrying out lab activities.

Follow safety procedures and use laboratory tools correctly.

Design and implement original scientific inquiry and field studies, with teacher support.

Measure objects accurately using a variety of measuring devices.

Collect data in the form of qualitative and quantitative data.

Interpret and analyze data to develop a discussion and draw conclusions that clearly connect

claims with supporting evidence.

7. Develop hypotheses and make predictions based on scientific observations; students will
evaluate evidence to determine if a hypothesis is supported.

8. Show their understanding of content in a myriad of formats. (Written, typed, digital,
multimedia, etc)

9. Participate in group work, manage and document the division of labor.

10. State and explain the characteristics of living things.

11. Describe the levels of organization of living systems from cells to tissues to organs, organ
systems and organisms.

12. Recognize that living things are made of cells and can describe cellular organelles and their
functions.

13. Describe important cellular and life processes.

14. Understand the basics of genetics to determine the possible outcomes of an offspring’s
phenotype and genotype.

15. State and describe the structures and functions of the major human body systems.

16. Explain how the organs in a body system work together and how human body systems work
together to perform life functions.

17. Be able to identify and justify which body systems are affected when given a set of symptoms.

18. Identify the components, relationships, and connections between organisms.
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19.

20.
21.

Apply knowledge of food chains and food webs to predict the possible changes within an
ecosystem given new scenarios.

Predict and justify implications of human impacts on an ecosystem.

Identify and explain how changes in one part of an environment will affect other parts
within and outside its environment.

V. Assessment

1.
2.

Grades will be based on participation, class work, homework, projects, presentations, and labs
Projects and presentations are assessed based on how students meet requirements, which are all
explained on their respective rubrics

Grades are calculated based on a point system with homework and classwork being worth 1-20
points and assessments being worth 20-150 points

Late homework will lose a letter grade (10%) per day they are late

Late major assignments will lose a letter grade (10%) per day they are late

INTRODUCTION TO CHEMISTRY AND PHYSICS — EIGHTH GRADE

I. Overview

The goal of the eighth-grade science program is that students will develop the understanding that
science is a process. Students will gain an appreciation for the application of chemistry and physics in
their daily lives. The focus is on scientific inquiry and formulating and answering questions, with a
content emphasis and concentration in physical science and engineering.

II. Course Outline

1.

2.

Chemistry - Metric System, Measurement, Precision vs Accuracy, Energy Transformation
a. Density, volume, mass
b. Phases of Matter
i.  Three phases; mixtures vs. solutions; separation of mixtures
ii.  Temperature, pressure, phase diagrams
c. Chemical Change vs Physical Change; Conservation of Mass with Solutions; Solubility
and Temperature
d. Periodic Table
1. Atomic structure: P, N, e, Ve
ii.  Atomic Mass
iii.  Building Molecules; Lewis Dot Diagrams
1v. Ionic and Covalent Bonds; Isomers; Double and Triple bonds
v.  Writing chemical formulas and balancing chemical reactions
vi.  Naming & Identifying common chemical compounds
Physics - Metric System, Measurement, Precision vs Accuracy, Energy Transformation
a. Describing motion — reference points
Speed and velocity — formula and measurement
Acceleration — speed-versus-time graphs
The nature of force — net force
Friction and gravity — mass and distance
Newton’s laws of motion
Work and power
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III. Materials and Resources
There is no textbook for this course.

IV. Measurable Objectives

Understand and apply the scientific method.

Make observations.

Collect, record, and analyze data.

Identify manipulated and responding variables.
Write scientific reflections.

Acquire a more extensive integration of science and mathematics concepts within the physical
sciences.

7. Design oral and multimedia presentations.

8. Integrate science themes with other academic areas.
9. Improve research skills.

10. Develop computer skills.

11. Learn data collection and presentation techniques.
12. Improve measurement skills.

A

V. Assessment
1. Quizzes and tests
2. Graded written responses to text and/or class lessons
3. Graded cooperative learning projects, labs, and activities



Middle School Social Studies Curriculum Information

Middle School Social Studies Overview

The 6-8 grade social studies program is organized around a series of thematic formats designed to give
students a basic understanding of the major historical and social patterns and events that have shaped
their world. In addition, many hands-on learning experiences introducing geographical and historical
tools and concepts are employed. 6th-8th students practice the increasingly more precise and focused
application of the essential skills learned in the lower grades. In addition, they develop a growing
awareness of the interactive nature of economic, political, and cultural systems existing in different
times and places. Critical thinking, expository writing, and research skills are emphasized at all levels.

SIXTH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES

I. Course Overview

Sixth Grade Global Studies: Students traverse the world studying the geography and cultures of each
continent and dive deeper into a handful of specific countries. This class is organized around key
themes focusing on the importance of geography in the development of regions around the world and
focusing on how specific cultural traits, practices, and systems inform societies. Through a case-study
approach, students explore the regions of the world in a geographer’s lens including the Americas,
Europe and Russia, Africa, Asia, and Oceania and Australia. Students will analyze cultures from the
past and the present and how they have developed, evolved, and changed through time. This course
emphasizes student’s literacy skills of speaking, listening, reading, and writing embedded throughout
the units of study which are designed to challenge students to think critically and collaboratively about
the relationships and interdependence of diverse groups and cultures. Students will also develop
note-taking, research, organization, and essential study skills. Students build empathy while learning
about various perspectives and making connections to current national and global issues.

II. Course Outline
Unit 1: Introduction, Community Building, Maps Skills
Unit 2: Geography tools and Geoterms
Unit 3: Introduction to Cultures
Unit 4: Regional focus on the Americas (Geography & Cultures)
Unit 5: Regional focus on Africa (Geography & Cultures)
Unit 6: Regional focus on Europe & Russia (Geography & Cultures)
Unit 7: Regional focus on Asia (Geography & Cultures)
Unit 8: Regional Focus on Oceania & Australia (Geography & Cultures)

ITI. Materials and Resources

World Atlas, National Geographic Kids

Selected Chapter Book

Excerpts from selected texts

Various current issues magazines and library resources

Numerous primary sources and historical and contemporary articles provided by the teacher.
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IV. Measurable Objectives
1. Students will examine and gain knowledge of the core cultural, social, and political components
of each geographical region.



2. Students will gain organizational and study skills including various note-taking skills for
different media, writing skills, bibliographic knowledge for citing different sources, research
skills, such as source evaluation and using multiple media, along with map-reading skills,
discussion and public speaking skills.

Students will gain a basic knowledge of current events within each geographical region.

4. Students will demonstrate their knowledge of a country of their choosing, analyze
environmental and social aspects of the nation, and present their research findings in a
Showecase style.

5. Students will use maps and online tools to understand concepts of geography, and focus on
skills such as interpreting symbols and legends, determining distances and directions,
comparing areas, locating places, and using historical maps to identify routes followed.

6. Students will read, discuss, and report on current events.

7. Students will use library and technology-based resources to execute research projects and write
essays for various units presented in the curriculum.
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V. Assessments:
1. Research Paper
Oral presentations
One-Pagers
C.E.R. Responses
Collaborative and individual projects
In-class Discussions
Formative assessments during class discussions
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SEVENTH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES

I. Overview

Seventh Grade Civics and Democracy: Seventh grade social studies presents an early history of the
United States emphasizing the history, ideals, and practices of the American political system. In this
course, students study what it means to be American, the value of democracy, and what is needed to
make it work. Through a student-centered and project-based approach to learning, this class aims to
empower students to think critically while examining the country’s traditions and political structures.
Students continue to develop important literacy and research skills, read and analyze primary and
secondary sources, and work collaboratively. Importantly, students are challenged to view the American
story with an empathetic lens that encompasses diverse perspectives. The year begins with a study of
early influences on the U.S. political system, the steps towards Independence, the complexity and
controversy of creating the Constitution, and essential freedoms ensured in the Bill of Rights. The class
continues with a study of how the democratic experiment was tested by growth and expansion, reform
movements, and increasing divisions across geographic regions and economic systems. Students take a
close look at the struggle for voting rights and perpetual attempts to achieve racial equality especially
during the Reconstruction Era.

II. Course Outline
1. Class Introduction and Community Building
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Ancient and Global Foundations of the U.S. Political System
Creating a Constitution

U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights

Reform and Division

Reconstruction and Voting Rights

III. Materials and Resources

1.

Readings, articles, videos, online resources, and research provided by the instructor

2. A History of US Series by Joy Hakim

3,
4.

a. From Colonies to Country, Book 3
b. The New Nation, Book 4
c. Liberty for All, Book 5
d. Reconstructing America, Book 7
Excerpts from selected texts
Various current issues magazines and library resources

IV. Measurable Objectives
Students will be able to

1.
2.
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think, write, and speak critically about historical topics and current events.

analyze change and continuity over time and analyze the causes and effects of events in
American history.

understand the evolution of social, political, cultural, and economic trends in American history.
understand the multicultural history of the United States and the contributions made by
Americans from a wide variety of racial, ethnic, and cultural backgrounds.

analyze arguments and weigh evidence presented in a variety of texts.

discuss complex ideas, express opinions in verbal and written format, use evidence to support
ideas, and formulate questions to promote further investigation.

participate in constructive civil discourse about reading assignments, historical topics, and
current events.

develop efficacy in research methods using a variety of resources.

construct a clear and coherent argument and summarize/synthesize information from a variety
of sources.

V. Assessment

1. Formative assignments

2. Regular reading checks/quizzes

3. Projects and presentations

4. Writing assignments- C.E.R. Responses

5. Discussions and debates

6. Class engagement and participation
U.S. HISTORY 8

I. Overview

Following the APUSH designations of Period Six, Seven, and Eight, the course will focus on 1865 to
1980. It will begin with a thorough review of the major events and people that shaped America prior to
the ending of the Civil War. Diverse learning materials offer perspective on how history unfolded from



various points of view. Students are encouraged to question and critically assess historical events as
presented through course literature, films, presentations, and lectures (and occasionally field trips). In
order to explain contemporary politics and international affairs, it is important that students develop a
strong understanding of how the nation’s laws and policies have been established and how these
policies have affected those at home and abroad economically, socially, and politically. The following
themes will be woven into the daily classroom experience: environment, migration, cultural diversity,
values and beliefs, free enterprise, technology, constitutional government, civil rights, national identity,
and cooperation and conflict. Critical thinking skills are the core of this course. Students learn to
question what they have read and determine the motives behind the actions of not only historical
figures, but also of groups and factions. Students also hypothesize about how history may have turned
out differently while assessing the importance of individual actors and events in creating our common
past. Critical thinking and writing skills include making contrasts and comparisons, organizing and
evaluating historical information, distinguishing fact from opinion, analyzing decision-making,
interpreting maps, charts and time lines, analyzing cause-and-effect relationships, and identifying
alternatives.

II. Course Outline

Unit 1: Reconstruction — Generally ends in early September

Unit 2: Industrial Revolution — Generally ends in early October

Unit 3: Progressive Reform — Generally ends in early November

Unit 4: America Emerges as a World Power — Generally ends in early December
Unit 5: World War I — Generally ends in early January

Unit 6: The Roaring 20s, The Great Depression & The New Deal — Generally ends by Feb 15"
Unit 7: World War II — Generally ends by middle of March

Unit 8: The Cold War and Communism— Generally ends by middle of April
Unit9: The Civil Rights Movement— Generally ends by middle of May

Unit 10: The Vietnam War (if time permits)

Unit 11: The Reagan Era (if time permits)

ITII. Materials and Resources:
Collection of online resources compiled by instructor
Digital resources and links

1. iMovie
Tinkercad.com
Book Creator.com
library.dawsonschool.org
loc.gov
u-s-history.com
eyewitnesstohistory.com
digitalhistory.uh.edu
9. history.com
10. brainyquote.com
11. usconstitution.net
12. oyez.org
13. landmarkcases.org
14. quizlet.com
15. sutori.com
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Handouts from the instructor
Notebook for notes and organization

IV. Measurable Objectives

1.
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9.

10.
11.
12.
13.

Students will examine and gain knowledge of the causes, events, and effects of the end of the
U.S. Civil War and the Reconstruction Era

Students will examine the reasons for the Industrial Revolution and its effects on American
Society.

Students will examine and gain knowledge of the Progressive Era

Students will interpret reasons for America’s emergence as a super-power

Students will understand the causes and effects of World War I

Students will examine and gain knowledge of the “Roaring Twenties”

Students will examine and gain knowledge of the immigration of people to the United States
Students will understand the causes and effects of the Great Depression and the New Deal
Students will examine and gain knowledge of World War II and the Holocaust.

Students will examine the reasons for the Cold War

Students will examine the social changes of both the 50’s and the McCarthy Era

Students will examine and gain knowledge of the Vietnam War and the 60’s

Students will examine the succession of presidents and their policies from Lincoln to Reagan

V. Assessment

1.
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Homework Assignments

Quizzes and Tests

Research Papers and Presentations
Research Projects

Annotated Project Works Cited pages
Project Reflections

Essay Writing

Class Participation



Middle School Innovation and Technology Curriculum Information

Innovation and Technology Curriculum Information Overview

Students in grades 6-8 at Dawson enjoy a rigorous and adventurous study of technology. Our approach
is multidisciplinary, and collaborative with core subjects taught in the classroom. Members of the
Innovation and Technology Department work with classroom teachers on collaborative grade level
projects using technology. We believe that the best learning environment is one of application. We strive
to create authentic conditions for technology application and learning.

Our K-12 Innovation and Technology curriculum is focused on five primary areas:

1.  Foundational Technology Skills - Computer and mobile device use, word processing,
presentations, spreadsheets, keyboarding, and general technology literacy

2. Coding - algorithmic thinking, problem solving, logic and programming
3. Engineering and Design - electronics, 2D and 3D modeling/printing, prototyping
4. Robetics - design, construction, operation, and application of robots

5. Digital Media - photography, video, audio, learning portfolios and reflections

Students in Middle School are assigned a MacBook Air laptop to use as their primary computing
device. These laptops will give students ubiquitous access to our Dawson Wireless network,
@dawsonschool.org Google accounts, and our learning management system (Dawson Portal). All
courses will have online components in the Portal. Students will be able to track assignments, contribute
to discussion groups, turn in projects, collaborate with peers, and access course material from their
devices.

SIXTH GRADE INNOVATION AND TECHNOLOGY
I. Overview
Students will learn a variety of tools to problem solve, explore digital designing and makerspace, and
gain expertise in Google Workspace tools and features . Attention will also be given to understanding
digital citizenship and effectively navigating the digital landscape.
I1. Outline
1. Problem Solving and Computing
a. The Problem Solving Process
b. Computers and Problem Solving
2. Google Workspace

a. Docs

b. Sheets
c. Slides
d. Forms
e. Gmail

3. Digital citizenship
a. Digital footprint and identity
b. News & Media Literacy
c. Privacy & Security



d. Media Balance & Well-Being
e. Cyberbullying, Digital Drama & Hate Speech

4. The Design Process
a. User-Centered Design software
b. Digital fabrication and creation

III. Materials and Resources
1. Textbooks/online curricular content
a. Online resource: Common sense.org
b. Online resource: w3schools.org
2. Dawson Portal - discussions, assignments, videos, links
3. Practice tools in online form

IV. Measurable Objectives

Students will develop problem-solving skills using digital tools and become proficient in Google
Workspace applications, such as Docs, Sheets, Slides, Forms, and Gmail. They will also engage with
key topics in digital citizenship, learning about digital footprints, media literacy, privacy and security,
and how to address cyberbullying and digital drama. Through practical assignments, students will
demonstrate their ability to use these tools effectively, while reflecting on the ethical and safety aspects
of digital life.

Additionally, students will explore the design process, applying user-centered design principles to create
digital solutions such as websites, apps, or product prototypes. They will learn about digital fabrication
and creation, developing projects that integrate design thinking and digital tools. Collaborative work
will be emphasized, with students working in teams to apply their skills in both individual and group
settings, and presenting their work using Google Workspace tools. These experiences will ensure that
students are equipped with both the technical expertise and digital citizenship knowledge needed to
navigate the digital world responsibly.

V. Assessment
1. Graded discussions based on participation, details, and online contribution to class
2. Regular project submissions via the learning management system
3. Teacher observation
4. Student participation and effort

FOUNDATIONS OF CODING

I. Overview

Foundations of Coding gives students an opportunity to learn the basic coding structures of
programming languages. Students will learn to write and use these structures both as standalone
programs and as part of graphic and/or app development environments.

This class will consist of two stages. First, we will establish a baseline set of tools that can be used to
create logical structures. Next, we will create projects that apply these tools in visually interesting and
functionally interactive settings.



II. Outline

1. Learning the structural basics of a programming language
a. Basic Concepts
b. Conditionals and Loops
c. Methods

2. Applying tools in a development setting
a. Connecting coding with graphics
b. Creating interactive finished products

3. Projects: Games, Sites or Apps
a. Developing a finished product, using the chosen tools

III. Materials and Resources
1. Textbooks/online curricular content
a. Online resource: w3schools.org
2. Dawson Portal - discussions, assignments, videos, links
3. Practice tools in online form

IV. Measurable Objectives

Students will be asked to contribute during class discussion to demonstrate understanding, ask
questions, and seek clarification of content topics. For each project, students will be asked to brainstorm
and sketch out ideas to solve a problem or design challenge.

Students will work to design and build their solution using the specific technologies and tools that we
learn during each unit. The class will encourage iteration and testing throughout the design process.
Students will submit work regularly and create a portfolio of their skills throughout the course.

Ultimately, students will apply their coding knowledge to create a site or to write code in a chosen
environment. The scale of their creation will depend on the student’s speed working through the
foundational material and ability with the tools we learn.

V. Assessment
1. Graded discussions based on participation, details, and online contribution to class
2. Regular project submissions via the learning management system including blog posts on
project progress
Teacher observation
4. Student participation and effort
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MAKER WORKSHOP

I. Overview

Maker Workshop is a project based class that gives Middle School students an opportunity to explore
modern digital fabrication tools including 3D printing, laser cutting, plotters, electronics, and coding by
using these tools to solve real world design challenges. Through this process, students will learn to
design 2D and 3D objects using Illustrator and Onshape.



This class is student-centered and focused on iterative prototyping and problem solving. Student
projects will evolve as students explore the process and requirements to bring their creations to life
including engineering, computer science, electronics, prototyping and product design.

II. Outline
1. Student driven project design
2. Generating 2D designs with Illustrator and Onshape and exploring the laser engraver
3. Modeling and printing 3D designs with Onshape and 3D printers
4. Fabrication of illustrator designs in various mediums: heat press, stickers, laser cutter, etc.

III. Materials and Resources
1. Design software - Illustrator and Onshape
2. Makerspace equipment - 3D printers, laser cutter, soldering, craft supplies
3. Dawson Portal - bulletin board, topics, assignments, discussions, links

IV. Measurable Objectives

Students will be asked to contribute during class discussion to demonstrate understanding, ask
questions, and seek clarification of content topics. For each project, students will be asked to brainstorm
and sketch out ideas in order to prototype a solution to the design problem.

Students will work to design and build their solution using a variety of technologies and tools. The class
will encourage iteration and testing throughout the design process. Students will regularly complete
reflections of their work and design process from start to finish.

2D design for Laser Cutting and other Fabrication
1. Build skills in Illustrator to create vector designs that can be used on a variety of pieces of
equipment to create and explore a variety of mediums
2. Explore 2D design tools for digital printing and laser cutting.
3. Fabricate original designs using the makerspace equipment.
4. TIteration on designs to develop improvements and add new features.

3D Modeling and Printing
1. Explore tools for 3D modeling.
Create 2D parametric (mathematically driven) sketches.
Create 3D features using 2D sketches.
Export file and setup for printing using 3D printing slicer software.
Iteration of 3D modeling projects to make improvements and add new features.
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V. Assessment
1. Project submissions via the Portal
2. Student participation will be graded throughout the semester

e Effort

e Progress on project(s)

e Collaboration

o Contribution to class and community
e Use of time and space



Middle School World Language Curriculum Information

Middle School World Language Overview

The Middle School World Language curriculum strives to maintain the flexibility needed to serve
students of widely divergent needs, from absolute beginners to students who have achieved the fluency
needed for advanced cultural and literary studies in the target language at the Upper School. In 6™
grade, students choose one language to study, Spanish or Mandarin.

MANDARIN A

I. Overview

The Mandarin A course is designed to lay a foundation for developing students’ proficiency in
listening, speaking, reading, and writing. This is primarily accomplished through listening to stories,
talking, singing songs, chanting rhymes, playing games, reading storybooks, and doing movements by
following commands. Students will be able to use Mandarin to engage in simple conversation,
understand and interpret spoken and written language, present information, and grasp a basic
understanding of the Chinese language and culture.

Students spend the first part of the year reviewing basic language topics, including numbers, greetings,
methods of self-introduction, designations for family members, food, school life, weather, time, and
vocabulary for classroom activities and commands (stand up, sit down, etc.). We also learn many
adjectives, stative and directional verbs (at, attend, come, go), and measure words. Of course, the course
also covers important grammatical concepts (such as the particle “le”’) and compound sentences (such
as cause & effect).

II. Course Outline
Unit 1: /R4f Basic Greetings

Exchange basic greetings.

Distinguish and pronounce three finals (a,o0,e) with the correct tones

Ask about someone’s name and nationality

Distinguish and pronounce three finals (i,u,ii) with the correct tones

Ask about where someone lives

Distinguish and pronounce four initials (b,p,m,f) and the finals that go with them to make
syllables

AN

Unit 2 Tt A My Family

1. Introduce family members

2. Distinguish and pronounce four initials (d,t,n,l) and the finals that go with them to make
syllables.

Talk about what kind of and how many pets you have

4. Learn hand signs for numbers
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Distinguish and pronounce three initials (g,k,h)
Talk about your house

Learn hand signs for numbers(7-10)
Distinguish and pronounce three initials(j,q,x)

XN

Unit 3 7 Food/Drinks

Exchange morning greetings

Talk about breakfast

Distinguish and pronounce syllables with zh, ch, sh, and r.
Talk about fruit and beverages

Talk about what you want to have

Distinguish and pronounce syllables with z,c, and s.

Talk about food.

Talk about likes and dislikes

Distinguish and pronounce syllables with y and w

A S A il

Unit 4 578475 School Life

Talk about your courses

Talk about your class schedule

Review j,q,x,z,¢,s,zh, ch, sh,r

Talk about your class

Talk about your classmates

Talk about extra-curricular activities

Ask someone where they would like to go

Nk W~

Unit 5 B} [8] 1K<, Time and Weather

Ask about time (hour and minute)
Talk about where you are going
Talk about time ( month and dates)
Talk about birthdays and ages

Talk about the weather

Talk about time (day and yesterday)

Sk L=

III. Materials and Resources
Selected lessons from Kuaile Hanyu Volume 1
Text: Printed stories, handouts, web, audio, and video materials compiled by the instructor

IV. Measurable Objectives
The students will develop the following skills and abilities:

Listening
1. Recognize sounds and tones.
2. Understand simple sentences.
3. Understand basic dialogues.
4. Interpret the gist of an oral exchange despite encountering unknown vocabulary and grammar.



Speaking
1. Accurately produce sounds and tones.
2. Express basic information in Mandarin grammar with correct pronunciation.
3. Participate in conversations to convey or elicit desired information.
4. Make short presentations on known topics.

Reading
1. Read and comprehend short, level-appropriate passages.
2. Read materials produced in simplified or traditional characters.
3. Extract key information from authentic texts despite encountering unknown vocabulary and
grammar.
4. Decipher hand- and typewritten characters.
5. Read texts laid out vertically and horizontally.

Writing
1. Accurately use pinyn Romanization to record and analyze words and sentences for which the
student does not know Chinese characters.
2.  Write sentences and short,level-appropriate paragraphs using the grammar and vocabulary
learned in class.
3. Learn some basic writing conventions, such as those used in letter writing.

Grammar

1. Use native language structures to accomplish communicative tasks.
2. Extrapolate socio-linguistic messages based on knowledge of grammar and context.

Culture
1. Develop awareness of the traditional practices and assumptions that govern day-to-day
interactions among Chinese speakers.
2. Develop habits that will smooth social interactions with Chinese speakers.
3. Appreciate the overlooked cultural diversity in the Chinese-speaking world.

V. Assessment

Under the assessment system, students will be graded based on their performance in the four language
skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and understanding of the culture.

The grading will be based on a "total points" system, with the following point allocations:
- Daily notes/do now: 20 points per month.

- Daily classwork: 10-20 points each

- Weekly homework: 20-25 points each

- Tests: 50-100 points, depending on the content and importance of the material

- Oral and written work/projects: 40-60 points

- Classroom expectations/class participation: 20 points



MANDARIN B

I. Overview

The Mandarin B course builds on language skills developed in Mandarin A. Our goal is to continue
developing students’ proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing. We do so through constant
communication in the classroom using Chinese in a variety of ways, such as talking, interactive
activities, singing songs, chanting rhymes, listening to stories, and reading storybooks.

Students practice reading Chinese characters and identify major question words and word compounds in
reading. At the same time, we review the important principles of identifying radicals (roots) in the
Chinese writing system and continue to practice writing Chinese characters.

II. Course Outline

Unit 1 & >] Warm-up/ Review

hOON =

Identify pinyn Romanization for spelling Chinese in alphabetic letters.
Use Rhymes to practice the four major tones in Mandarin.

Reviewing Mandarin A vocabulary

Reviewing Mandarin A sentence structures and grammar

Unit 2 T.1E Jobs

AR

Talk about jobs

Ask about someone’s job

Ask somebody where they work
Tell somebody where you work
Tell somebody about your ideal job
Ask about somebody’s ideal job

Unit 3 %% %f Hobbies

SNk L=

Ask and answer questions about someone’s hobbies and interests.
Talk about abilities.

Talk about sports.

Talk about habits.

Talk about TV programs and movies

Discuss different sports you like or dislike.

Unit 4 2238 5-/i%1T Transport and Travel

AN

Talk about public places

Ask someone where they are
Talk about means of transport
Describe how to go somewhere
Talk about locations

Ask for directions



Unit 5 139 & My Friends and 1

MY

Talk about someone’s hometown and their telephone number
Compare ages and heights

Talk about (language) ability

Talk about daily routine

Invite someone to join an activity

Unit 6 F 15 My House

NNk Wb =

Talk about a room’s layout

Talk about a room’s furnishings

Ask about a room’s location.

Describe a room’s location

Talk about a home and its surroundings.
Talk about a library.

Practice using the measure word “ben A”

III. Materials and Resources
Selected lessons from Kuaile Hanyu Volume 1 and 2
Text: Printed stories, handouts, web, audio, and video materials compiled by the instructor

IV. Measurable Objectives
The students will develop the following skills and abilities:

Listening
1. Understand short, contextualized conversations on familiar topics.
2. Follow standard classroom instructions.
3. Listen for gist and interpolate to fill in comprehension gaps.
4. Comprehend details of oral stories focused on relevant topics.
5. Extract targeted information from authentic audio on familiar topics.
Speaking
1. Maintain a short interpersonal conversation relevant to unit topics.
2. Extemporaneously give brief presentations of information learned in pair activities.
3. Intermittently use compound sentence structures.
4. Retell short stories.
Reading
1. Read and comprehend short, level-appropriate passages.
2. Read materials produced in simplified or traditional characters.
3. Extract key information from authentic texts despite encountering unknown vocabulary and
grammar.
4. Skim texts for the main idea and a few key points.
5. Show emergent ability to make broader inferences based on prior knowledge.
6. Decipher hand- and typewritten characters.
7. Read texts laid out vertically and horizontally.



Writing
1. Write simplified characters in correct stroke order for select vocabulary.
2. Accurately use pinymn Romanization to record and analyze words and sentences for which the
student does not know Chinese characters.

3. Write level-appropriate sentences using learned vocabulary and grammar.
4. Type all vocabulary in simplified characters on an iPad or a computer.
5. Create short paragraphs that logically cohere but contain few connectives.
6. Convey desired information in short notes and email messages.

Grammar

1. Use native Mandarin language structures to accomplish communicative tasks.
2. Extrapolate socio-linguistic messages based on knowledge of grammar and context.

Culture
1. Rely on knowledge of own culture to derive meaning from products of Chinese culture.
2. Develop awareness of the traditional practices and assumptions that govern day-to-day
interactions among Chinese speakers.
3. Develop habits that will smooth social interactions with Chinese speakers.
4. Appreciate the overlooked cultural diversity in the Chinese-speaking world.

V. Assessment
Under the assessment system, students will be graded based on their performance in the four language
skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and understanding of the culture.

The grading will be based on a "total points" system, with the following point allocations:
- Daily notes/do now: 20 points per month.

- Daily classwork: 10-20 points each

- Weekly homework: 20-25 points each

- Tests: 50-100 points, depending on the content and importance of the material

- Oral and written work/projects: 40-60 points

- Classroom expectations/class participation: 20 points

MANDARIN C

I. Overview

Mandarin C is a continuation of Mandarin B. This course builds on language skills developed in
Mandarin B and Mandarin A. Students will develop more complex conversational, reading, and writing
skills with greater exposure to authentic Chinese materials of both spoken and written. The class will
also expose students to important aspects of Chinese culture, society, and history through media.

We will learn more frequently used adjectives, stative and directional verbs, measure words, and how to
negotiate about time to make appointments. The course reinforces and develops important grammatical
structures and reading skills through learning stories where students practice reading Chinese characters



and identifying major question words and word compounds in sentences. At the same time, we review
the important principles of identifying radicals (roots) in the Chinese writing system and continue to
practice writing Chinese characters. Moreover, students will practice typing characters to strengthen
their reading and pinyin skills.

II. Course Outline

Unit 1 £ ~] Warm-up/ Review

Identify pinyn Romanization for spelling Chinese in alphabetic letters.
Use Rhymes to practice the four major tones in Mandarin.

Reviewing Mandarin B vocabulary

Reviewing Mandarin B sentence structures and grammar

hOON =

Unit 2 T F1FHI A A My Friends and 1

Talk about someone’s hometown and their telephone number
Compare ages and heights

Talk about (language) ability

Talk about daily routine

Invite someone to join an activity

MY

Unit 3 F:1J5 My House

Talk about a room’s layout

Talk about a room’s furnishings

Ask about a room’s location.

Describe a room’s location

Talk about a home and its surroundings.
Talk about a library.

Practice using the measure word “ben A
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Unit 4 3% Shopping

Learn about Chinese currency
Compare two things
Indicate whether two things are the same or different

1. Ask about what someone needs to buy

2. Talk about what you need to buy

3. Practice using the measure words” jin and ping”
4. Ask about prices

5. Talk about prices

6.

7.

8.

Unit 5 School life IT R4 7%

1. Talk about which classes you have today
2. Talk about your school subjects
3. Discuss opinions about your courses



4. Talk about homework and exams
5. Invite someone to do an activity
6. Talk about various sports

Unit 6 Environment and Health ¥ 5% 5-{dt 5

Talk about the weather

Talk about the seasons

Talk about exercising for health

Talk about where different activities are done
Talk about illnesses

Express that someone is il

SNk v

ITII. Materials and Resources
Selected lessons from Kuaile Hanyu Volume 1, 2, and 3
Text: Printed stories, handouts, web, audio, and video materials compiled by the instructor

IV. Measurable Objectives
The students will develop the following skills and abilities:

Listening
1. Understand conversations and stories on familiar topics.
2. Follow instructions for language learning tasks with written Chinese and English support.
3. Comprehend short oral narratives and presentations.

Speaking
1. Maintain a short interpersonal conversation relevant to unit topics.
2. Give short presentations on familiar topics with preparation and reliance on English notes.
3. Use compound sentence structures as appropriate.
4. Retell short stories.

Reading
1. Read short passages and dialogs directly related to lesson topics in simplified characters.
2. Read materials produced in simplified or traditional characters.
3. Extract key information from authentic texts despite encountering unknown vocabulary and
grammar.
4. Skim texts for the main idea and a few key points.

Writing
1. Write simplified characters in correct stroke order for select vocabulary.
2. Use of pinyin Romanization is limited to recording, pronunciation, and transcribing.
3. Write quarter-page, level-appropriate paragraphs on current topics.
4. Type all vocabulary in simplified characters on an iPad or a computer.

Grammar

1. Use native language structures to accomplish communicative tasks.
2. Extrapolate socio-linguistic messages based on knowledge of grammar and context.



Culture
1. Rely on knowledge of own culture to derive meaning from products of Chinese culture.
2. Uses some culturally appropriate vocabulary and exclamatory particles in interpersonal
communication.
3. Recognize that differences exist in cultural behaviors and can conform in familiar situations.

V. Assessment

Under the assessment system, students will be graded based on their performance in the four language
skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and understanding of the culture.

The grading will be based on a "total points" system, with the following point allocations:

- Daily notes/do now: 20 points per month.

- Daily classwork: 10-20 points each

- Weekly homework: 20-25 points each

- Tests: 50-100 points, depending on the content and importance of the material
- Oral and written work/projects: 40-60 points

- Classroom expectations/class participation: 20 points

BEGINNING SPANISH

I. Overview

Beginning Spanish is a foundational course for students with little to no previous experience with
Spanish. The goal is to provide students with a solid base of knowledge upon which they can build as
they progress to more advanced courses. Students will be introduced to the building blocks of the
Spanish language, enabling them to gradually develop their listening, speaking, reading, and writing
skills. Activities in class use comprehensible Spanish at a novice level and include storytelling,
gestures, reading novels written for language learners, playing games, listening to songs, and watching
short, authentic videos. Students will learn some present tense verb conjugations, including a handful of
irregular verbs, with a focus on high-frequency vocabulary. Upon successfully completing Beginning
Spanish, students may advance to Spanish A, Spanish B, or Upper School Spanish I depending on grade
level and teacher recommendation.

II. Course Outline

Unit 1
1. Important phrases to communicate in Spanish
2. Classroom vocabulary and basic commands
3. Introducing yourself and others
4. Calendar vocabulary - dates, days of the week, months
5. Weather

Unit 2

Introduction to high-frequency verbs (hay)

Expressing likes and dislikes with me gusta and no me gusta
Adjectives to describe personality and physical appearance
High frequency verb ser

Numbers

Al



Unit 3

1. Clothing

2. Colors

3. Noun-adjective agreement

4. High frequency verb ir
Unit 4

1. Telling time

2. Narrating a story

3. Subject pronouns

4. High frequency verb estar
Unit 5

1. Whole-class reading of a language learner novel

2. Narration and character development
3. Citing textual evidence to support conclusions drawn from a text.

Unit 6
1. Talking about interests and talents
2. Making future plans
3. Discussing school subjects/classes
4. High frequency verb querer

Unit 7
1. Expressing and evaluating opinions
2. Description of self and others
3. Narration and description of events
4. High frequency verb tener

III. Materials and Resources
1. Somos Curriculum student workbook
2. A novel written for language learners selected by the teacher
3. Songs and videos selected by the teacher

IV. Measurable Objectives
Students will develop the following skills:

Listening
1. Recognize grammar and vocabulary in context.
2. QGrasp overall meaning and context despite not knowing every word.

Speaking
1. Use grammar and vocabulary in a natural context.
2. Develop ability to self-correct and improve pronunciation.
3. Speak naturally and fluidly.
4. Introduce circumlocution in speaking.



Reading
1. Recognize and understand targeted grammar and vocabulary in a natural literary environment.
2. Learn to use context clues to understand the meaning of text.
3. Move from word to word translation to conceptual translation.

Writing
1. Use targeted grammar and vocabulary accurately in a natural writing environment.
2. Form sentences in Spanish.
3. Write short compositions.

Culture
1. Learn language through cultural activities.
2. Recognize the need to know language in order to interact with and understand culture.
3. Spark interest in interacting with other cultures.
4. Spark desire to interact with those who speak another language in the other language.

Vocabulary
1. Recall and use vocabulary appropriately when writing and speaking.
2. Recognize and understand vocabulary when listening and reading.
3. Use vocabulary effectively and correctly: adjective agreement, correct pronunciation, and
spelling.
4. Apply vocabulary knowledge to real-world settings.

Grammar
1. Apply grammar appropriately when writing and speaking.
2. Recognize and understand grammar in context when listening and reading.
3. Begin to conjugate verbs in the present tense and apply conjugation patterns to new verbs.

V. Assessment
Students will be assessed based on class participation and attendance, in-class assignments, homework,
quizzes, tests, and projects.

SPANISH A

I. Overview

The goal of Spanish A is to provide a foundation in Spanish language as well as to foster
communication in Spanish and engage students in various Spanish-speaking cultures. Students are
introduced to comprehensible oral and written input to help them develop a solid base knowledge of
Spanish that will be built upon throughout their Middle School career. Activities in class are designed to
build proficiency in the four key skills of listening, reading, writing, and speaking and include
storytelling, gestures, reading novels, playing games, listening to songs, and watching short, authentic
videos. Students will learn some present tense verb conjugations, including a handful of irregular verbs,
with a focus on high-frequency vocabulary. Students in Spanish A typically have had some previous
exposure to Spanish. Students with no prior knowledge of Spanish are placed in Beginning Spanish.

II. Course Outline
Unit 1
1. Important phrases to communicate in Spanish



2. Classroom vocabulary and basic commands

Introducing yourself and others

4. Map and Capitals of Spanish-speaking countries
a. Regional accents

5. Conversational Spanish: Introductions
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Unit 2
1. Subject pronouns
2. Adjectives to describe personality and physical appearance
3. High frequency verb ser and fener
4. Description of self
a. Self-portrait and poem
5. Noun-adjective agreement

6. Conversational Spanish: Me gusta...

Unit 3
1. Celebration of “Dia de los muertos”
a. Symbolism and important songs/events/objects/etc
b. Makerspace: wooden ornament and display
c. Presentational Speaking

Unit 4

1. La Caperucita Roja (Little Red Riding Hood)
a. 100 most common words in Spanish
b. Summarizing important events from a story in Spanish

Unit 5
1. Mi familia
a. Describing family members
b. Family group project: magazine/ found object creation
c. Conversational Spanish: Mi familia
d. Presentational Spanish: Mi familia (group project)

Unit 6
1. Clothing, Weather and Dates
Fashion show: describing clothing, likes and dislikes, weather appropriate clothing
3. Conversational Spanish: Styles and opinions of clothing

III. Materials and Resources
1. Worksheets and materials made by the teacher
2. A novel written for language learners selected by the teacher
3. Songs and videos selected by the teacher

IV. Measurable Objectives
Students will develop the following skills:



Listening
1. Recognize grammar and vocabulary in context.
2. Grasp overall meaning and context despite not knowing every word.

Speaking
1. Use grammar and vocabulary in a natural context.
2. Develop ability to self-correct and improve pronunciation.
3. Speak naturally and fluidly.
4. Introduce circumlocution in speaking.

Reading
1. Recognize and understand targeted grammar and vocabulary in a natural literary environment.
2. Learn to use context clues to understand the meaning of text.
3. Move from word to word translation to conceptual translation.

Writing
1. Use targeted grammar and vocabulary accurately in a natural writing environment.
2. Form sentences in Spanish.
3.  Write short compositions.

Culture
1. Learn language through cultural activities.
2. Recognize the need to know language in order to interact with and understand culture.
3. Spark interest in interacting with other cultures.
4. Spark desire to interact with those who speak another language in the other language.

Vocabulary
1. Recall and use vocabulary appropriately when writing and speaking.
2. Recognize and understand vocabulary when listening and reading.
3. Use vocabulary effectively and correctly: adjective agreement, correct pronunciation and
spelling.
4. Apply vocabulary knowledge to real-world settings.

Grammar
1. Apply grammar appropriately when writing and speaking.
2. Recognize and understand grammar in context when listening and reading.
3. Begin to conjugate verbs in the present tense and apply conjugation patterns to new verbs.

V. Assessment
Students will be assessed based on class participation and attendance, in-class assignments, homework,
quizzes, tests, projects, and oral presentations.

SPANISH B

I. Overview

Spanish B is a course that provides students with the tools and practice needed to become confident
Spanish speakers. Over the course of the year, students solidify grammar fundamentals and continue to
master the present tense. Through the use of books, class plays, storytelling, games, activities, and



conversation, Spanish B students greatly improve their reading, writing, speaking, and comprehension.
They learn the grammar fundamentals in context and then naturally incorporate them into written and
spoken communication. Students also build a more robust vocabulary, with an emphasis on
high-frequency and connecting words.

II. Course Outline
Unit 1
1. Review
Body parts
3. Reflexive verbs

1. Communities

2. Expressing need - asking for help
3. Discussing what one can do

4. Expressions with tener

5. Possessive pronouns

1. Hispanic legends

2. Talking about fears

3. Storytelling

4. How to express possession using “de”
5. Simple future (ir + a + infinitive)

1. Food in Latin America

2. Latin influences in the American diet

3. Describing foods you like and don’t like
4. Recognizing and describing ingredients

1. Whole class reading of a language learner novel
2. Present tense conjugations of regular -AR verbs

1. Expressing emotions, beliefs, and values
2. Distinguishing when to the use the verb ser vs the verb estar
3. Present tense conjugations of regular -ER verbs

Unit 7
1. Sports
2. Importance of sports and athletes in Spanish-speaking countries
3. Discussing similarities and differences
4. Present tense conjugations of regular -IR verbs



III. Materials and Resources
1. Somos Curriculum student workbook
2. A novel written for language learners selected by the teacher
3. Songs and videos selected by the teacher

IV. Measurable Objectives
Students will develop the following skills:

Listening
1. Understand basic instructions and conversations in Spanish despite not knowing every word.
2. Understand simple sentences.
3. Understand basic dialogues.

Speaking
1. Express themselves using basic Spanish grammar with correct pronunciation.
2. Participate in conversational activities in small groups.
3. Present short dialogues.

Reading
1. Read short level-appropriate passages with a measurable level of comprehension as exemplified
on unit exams.
2. Understand sentences, short paragraphs, dialogues, and various authentic texts.
3. Read short language-learner novels that use limited vocabulary and cognates with English and
focus on high-frequency verbs.

Writing
1. Write short level appropriate paragraphs using the grammar and vocabulary learned in class.
2. Use correct sentence structure in compositions, letters, e-mails, and personal essays.

Grammar
1. Apply grammar appropriately when writing and speaking.
2. Recognize and understand grammar in context when listening and reading.
3. Conjugate verbs in the present tense and apply conjugation patterns to new verbs.
4. Learn the difference between the verbs ser and estar.
5. Learn how to express possession in Spanish.

Culture
1. Speak about various Spanish-speaking countries with some detail as to their history and culture.
2. Speak about some of the festivals celebrated in various Spanish-speaking countries.
3. Listen to and discuss a variety of music from Spanish-speaking artists.

V. Assessment
Students will be assessed based on class participation and attendance, in-class assignments, homework,
quizzes, tests, projects, and oral presentations.



SPANISH C

I. Overview

Spanish C builds on topics studied in Spanish B. In Spanish C, students will review and consolidate
previously learned Spanish concepts, learn more complex verb tenses, and expand their vocabulary.
Students will also continue to practice their speaking, writing, listening, and reading skills in the
language's natural context. The majority of class will be conducted in Spanish, and students are

expected to speak to their teacher and other classmates in Spanish. Highlights of Spanish C include live

and filmed food review, a music video project, and in-class games and challenges. This course is
designed to prepare students to enter into Spanish II in the Upper School.

II. Course Outline

Unit 1

Unit 3

Unit 4

Unit 5

Unit 6

Important phrases to communicate in Spanish
Classroom vocabulary and basic commands
Conversational Spanish: Introductions/likes/dislikes

Dia de los Muertos
a. Symbolism: Marigolds, Monarch butterflies, Alebrijes
b. Famous artwork and artists
Alebrijes
a. History of the artform and the artist
b. Creation of alebrijes
c. Describing art and giving your opinion of artwork

Holiday celebrations in Spanish-speaking countries and communities here in the US
a. El dia de la accion de gracias in Spanish-speaking communities in the United States
b. Expressing gratitude in Spanish
i.  Use of por and para

c. LaNavidad y el afio nuevo in Spain
d. Other holidays and celebrations during November/December
Daily Routine

a. Conjugation of reflexive verbs
b. Morning routine video project
c. Conversational Spanish: morning routines

Sports and Sporting events
a. Description of sporting events in Spanish
b. News Article: Dawson student and their sports team
c. Conversational Spanish: Opinions on sporting events/athletes

Weekend plans



a. Conversational Spanish: Asking what somebody is doing over the weekend and making
and accepting/rejecting plans

Unit 7
1. Speaking the the Past Tense
a. Regular preterite conjugations
b. Fab 5 Irregular Preterites: ir, ser, ver, dar, hacer
c. Postcard Project: Postcard home from a Spanish-speaking country

III. Materials and Resources
1. Digital and hardcopy materials provided by the teacher
2. A novel written for language learners selected by the teacher

IV. Measurable Objectives
Students will develop the following skills:

Listening
1. Recognize grammar and vocabulary in context.
2. Continue to practice understanding overall meaning and context despite knowing every word.

Speaking
1. Use grammar and vocabulary in class and in a natural context.

2. Continue to practice self-correction and improve pronunciation.
3. Speak naturally and fluidly.
4. Continue to practice circumlocution in speaking.
5. Retell stories using correct past tense conjugations.
Reading

1. Recognize and understand targeted grammar and vocabulary in a natural literary environment.
2. Continue to use context clues to understand the meaning of the text.
3. Continue to develop conceptual translation.

Writing
1. Use targeted grammar and vocabulary accurately in a natural writing environment.
2. Improve sophistication of compositions in Spanish.

Grammar
1. Articulate grammar rules clearly.
2. Apply grammar appropriately when writing and speaking.
3. Recognize and understand grammar in context when listening and reading.

Culture

1. Learn language through cultural activities.
Recognize the need to know language in order to interact with and understand culture.
Encourage interest in interacting with other cultures.
Recognize existing connections and develop other connections with Spanish-speakers
Encourage desire to interact with those who speak another language in the other language.

kv



V. Assessment
Students will be assessed based on class participation and attendance, in-class assignments, homework,

quizzes, tests, projects and oral presentations. There will be a wide variety through which students can
demonstrate their learning throughout the school year.
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